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^Sndaii harbouring over 500 mffitants’ 

■ 

CAIRO (AFP) —The Sudanese opposition to Cairo said Monday 
it had documents proving more than 500 Muslim militants, most of 
them Egyptian, were lMngin Sudan. The documents “specify the 
residences of more dun 500 extremist dements and fouow thdr 
movements, the spokesman of the Unionist Democratic Party in 
Chiro, Mohammad Motassim. told AFP. Mr. Mntassim said the 
documents consisted mainly of “cassette tapes and letters. " The 
oppoation has also counted 38 homes m Khartoum and (its sister 
pty) Omdunnan where members of fundamentalist groups live, 

P coming from Afghanistan. " The groups also 

mauded Palestittuos from the Islamic resistance mo vement 
Hamas and “certain Moroccan and Algerian fundamentalists,” he 
said, adding, “all of them hold Sudanese passports and have 
received Sudanese nationality." Mr. Motassim accused the 
National Islamic Front, the party of Khartoum’s spiritual leader 
Hassan Tourabi, Sudan aid organisations and “Arab charity 
orga n isations" of aiding the militants. 
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'King may visit 
Israel in November* 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — King 
Hussein is to visit Israel on 
Nov. 17 to take part in an 
award ceremony for the key 
negotiators of the two coun- 
tries’ peace treaty, Maariv 
newspaper reported Monday. 

It said King Hussein and i 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin agreed on the ( 
visit while in New York for / 
ceremonies to mark the 50th ^ 
anniversary of the United i 
Nations. The foreign ministry t 
declined to comment on the ^ 
report. Maariv said the peace ^ 
prizes were to be awarded in f 
Beit Gabriel on the shores of ) 
Sea of Galilee to negotiator 
Elyakim Rubinstein, now g 
Israel’s ambassador, to t 
Washington, and his Jorda- a 
nian counterpart in the U.S. c 
capital, Fayez Tarawa eh. t 
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^Palestinian state not sure* —Peres 

TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israel’s Foreign Minister Shimon Feres said 
Monday that self-rule would not necessarily lead to a foBy-fledgcd 
Palestinian state, but did not spell out the alternatives. “Auton- 
omy and interim accords wfll not necessarily lead to a Palestinian 
state and may end in something else,” Mr. Peres told the Knesset, 
the Israeli parliament. “We have to find new formulas by creating 
demilitarised zones, for example, and accepting the idea of zones 
without sovereignty between Israel and the Palestinians. “In 
negotiations it is tire unusual solutions which last. The final status 
(of the Palestinian territories) will be based on a series of totally 
new ideas.” But Mr. Peres gave no further details, even when 
challenged by right-wing opposition leader Benjamin Netanyahu 
to explain “these mysterious" ideas. "In fact this government is 
helping (PLQ chief) Yasser Arafat to establish^ Palestinian state 
in tire heart of greater Israel," said Mr. Netanyahu, the leader of 
die Likud Party. Mr. Peres said Israel was not yet ready to begin 
the final scams negotiations because the dispute over Jerusalem 
“would lead to an explosion." 
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Escaped Gaza prisoner 
turns himself in 

GAZA CITY (AFP) — A 

Hamas hardliner gave him- 
self up on Monday a day aftrn 
escaping from a Gaza jail 
along with two other prison- 
ers, Palestinian police said. 
“Imad Aqel turned himself in 
at dawn in Gaza Gty,” police 
said. A member of Izzeoin AI 
Qassam, armed wing of the 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment, Hamas, Mr. Aqel was 
arrested two months ago in 
possession of arms and a 
bomb dose to the Israeli set- 
tlement of Netzaxim in the 
self-ruled Gaza Strip. He was 
sentenced to 12 years in pris- 
on by a 'Palestinian court, 
General Mussa Arafat, head 
of the Palestinian military in- 
telligence said. But Hamas 
said he had not been trietL 
Police are still searching for 
Osama Abu Taha and Yousef 
Malahi who escaped with Mr. 
Aqel on Sunday after sawing 
through the bars on their cell 
window. Five police guards 
were Monday being ques- 
tioned. 


Israeli Jets under 
Lebanese fire 

SIDON (AFP) — The 
Lebanese army fired anti- 
aircraft guns at four Israeli 
warplanes which buzzed 
several areas of South Leba- 
non Monday, including stron- 
gholds of the Iranian-backed 
Hizbollah, security sources 
said. Anti-aircraft batteries 
swung into action as the 
fighter-bombers carried out 
mock raids over Sidon, 
Palestinian refugee camps 
and the Iqlim Al Tufah ridge 
where Hizbollah is entren- 
ched, they said. The Israeli 
planes fired several heat- 
seeking balloons as they 
swooped low over the areas, 
north of Israel's "security 
zone" in South Lebanon 
where tension has been run- 
ning high over the past week. 
On Sunday Hizbollah wound- 
ed an Israeli soldier in an 
attack in the zone, a week 
after killing six soldiers in an 
•ambush . 


Ato sets terms 
for talks with rival 

MOGADISHU (AFP) — 
Somali faction leader Osman 
Hassan Ali Ato has deman- 
ded that rival Mohammad 
Fsrab Aideed first withdraw 
be militia forces from the 
southwestern town of Baidoa 
he seized recently before any 
factional meeting between 
the two can be held. In an 
apparent answer to recent 
efforts by clan elders, Mr. 
Ato also demanded that 
General Aideed renounce 
dahns of being president of 
Somalia, dismantle militia 
force s Ire calls the national 
anny and support a national 
reconciliation conferences 
The new clan-brokered peace 
effort was launched by dan 
elders from the Sa’ad Habr 
Gedir dan, to which the two 
men belong, headed by 
Mohammad Abdullahi 
Addow, a former cabinet 
mhnsterin the ousted regime 
jpf the late Somali president, 
^Mohammad Siad Bane. Mr. 
Ato, Gen. Aideed's former 
financier-turned bitter 
pnemy, beads rival wing witb- 
m Gen. Aideed's United 
Somali Congress/Somali 
National Alliance (USC/ 
SNA). ' 


Israeli army 
may speed up 
Jenin pullout 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel could 
speed up its withdrawal from 
Jenin, the first Palestinian 
town to be evacuated on the 
West Bank under the SepL 
28 autonomy accord, a senior 
foreign ministry official said 
Monday. 

"We may make an effort at 
the request of the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) to 
advance the date of the end 
of the Jenin withdrawal” due 
to start Wednesday and be 
complete by Nov. 19, the 
foreign ministry director 
general, Uri Saw, said. 

“The redeployment will 
begin by setting up a coop- 
eration bureau in the Jenin 
district to oversee the transi- 
tion,” he said. 

“Then there will be a 
three-week period when the 
‘army will complete its with- 
drawal and during which civil 
powers will be handed over 
on Nov. 5." 

During those three weeks 
Israel wfll remain responsible 
for maintaining law and 
order, and only once the last 
troops have left will the 
Palestinian police take 
charge, Mr. Savir added. 

Jenin, in the north of the 
West Bank, is the first of six 
Palestinian towns to be 
evacuated under a timetable 
agreed between Israel and 
the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) follow- 
ing the Sept. 28 accord signed 
in Washington to extend 
autonomy across the- terri- 
tory. 

By the end of December, 
Tulkarem, Nablus, KaDtiliya, 
Ramallah and Bethlehem are 
also due to have been handed 
over to Palestinian control to 
allow elections to a self-rule 
council to take place in Janu- 
ary. 

Special arrangements have 
been made for the flashpoint 
town of Hebron where sol- 
diers win remain to protect 
400 settlers living among 
120,000 Palestinians. 

The army and the govern- 
ment were Monday at logger- 
heads over the cost of the 
West Bank redeployment 
which the commander of the 
region. General Dan Biran, 


estimated would cost a billion 
dollars, twice the amount 
allocated in the budget by the 
finance ministry. 

Mr. Savir stressed that 
“half a dozen terrorists could 
sabotage the whole process if 
the Palestinian Authority 
does not meet the chal- 
lenge.” 

“Terrorism must be con- 
fronted firmly from the first 
day on the West Bank be- 
cause time is Hunted,” he 
added, saying it was only in 
March that the self-rule au- 
thority began to “take the 
necessary measures” to 
clamp down on opposition to 
the autonomy accords. 

Palestinian police launched 
a series of sweeps, arresting 
members of the Islamic Re- 
sistance Movement Hamas 
and the Islamic Jihad which 
have carried out the majority 
of anti-Israeli attacks. 

The Jewish state waned 
the PNA on Sunday that it 
could reconsider the rede- 
ployment timetable if there 
were any further bloody 
attacks. 

In a symbolic gesture, the 
Israeli army earlier this 
month quit four Palestinian 
villages on the West Bonk 
ending 28 years of occupa- 
tion. 

"If the evacuated towns 
turn into sanctuaries for ter- 
rorists, we will be able to 
re-examine the timetable for 
redeployment,” said En- 
vironment Minister Yossi 
Sand. 

Agriculture Minister Yaak- 
jov Tsur warned, on Israeli 
radio: “There could be many 
obstacles to implementing 
(die redeployment) accord- 
ing to the timetable. It is very 
clear that Israel cannot 
accept terrorism with the 
peace process.” 

With the deadline for with- 
drawal from Jenin fast 
approaching, Israeli troops 
arrested six militants from 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad in 
the town and surrounding vil- 
lages ou Sunday, sources 
said. 

The withdrawal from all 
Palestinian towns except 

(Continued on page 7) 


PLO calls for League 

mediation with Libya 


CAIRO (Agencies) — A 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) envoy urged 
the Arab League Monday to 
try to stop Libya from expell- 
ing more Palestinians. 

Mohammad Sobeih, the 
Palestinian envoy to the Arab 
League, met Secretary- 
General Esmat Abdul 
Meguid and asked him “to 
immediately intervene" to 
end the deportations. He cal- 
led the Palestinians’ situation 
"an urgent humanitarian 
problem.” 

Past Arab League attempts 
to end the expulsions have 
failed. 

About 1,000 refugees are 
stranded at the desqrf camp 
on the Egyptian-Lib^h bor- 
der, where condoms have 
markedly worsened^ recent 
days, U.N. officials say. 
Dozens of chfldretfjiure suffer- 
ing from diarrho^kand clean 
water is laddng^tj.N. offi- 
cials say. .. . 

Also Monday, the Cairo 
office of the U.N. High Com- 
missioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) sent its second re- 


lief shipment of food, water 
and plastic sheets to the 
stranded Palestinians.. The 
sheets are used to pro tart the 
tents in the rain. 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi has threatened to 
expel all 30,000 Palestinians 
living in Libya in deporta- 
tions orchestrated to demons- 
trate his opposition to the 
Israel-PLO peace accords. 

Dr. Abdul Meguid told 
journalists he hoped Libya 
will stop the expulsion cam- 
paign “because it has caused 
numerous problems for our 


proi 

Palestinian brothers,” adding 
that he had “undertaken new 
urgent contacts in the mat- 
ter." 


The UNHCR spokesman 
in Cairo, Pan os Mourn tzis, 
said Sunday that conditions 
in the camp were deteriorat- 
ing, especially for the 256 
children there, who have re- 
sorted to begging for food 
from passing cars. 

The UNHCR was to take a 
large aid shipment to the 
no-man's land zone later on 
Monday. 

Meanwhile, the 10-day 
ordeal of more than 600 
Palestinians who fled Libya 
drew to a dose Monday as 
they headed for a new Hfc m 
Syria but the fate of about 30 
others was unresolved. 

A first group of 270 work- 
ers and their families wound 
up their Mediterranean jour- 
ney at dawn in the Syrian 
port of Latalda, the Damas- 
cus newspaper Al TIshrin re- 
ported. 

A second vessel, the Syrian 
military ship Al Assad, left 
with 350 more Palestinians 
from the southern Cypriot 
port of Lamaca the same day 
en route to Latalda, port 
officials here said. 

Some 43 others, including 
24 children, stayed behind on 
board the Greek-owned car 
ferry Countess M which 
along with its 58-strong crew 
has been the floating home of 
a total of 660 Palestinians 
from Libya since Oct. 13. 

Captain George Kolidas 
said 10 Jordanians and an 
Algerian woman with a 
Jordanian visa would fly to 
Amman on Wednesday. 

The Palestinian ambassa- 
dor, Samir Abu - Gbazaleh, 
met for two hours with Capt. 
Kolidas to discuss the plight 
of those left behind and was 
in contact with other Arab 

(Conthmed on page 7) 



U.S., smaller nations at cross purposes 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — Leaders of nations 
large and small, amassed in 
New York on a scale never 
seen before, are taking the 
stage one by one on the 
United Nations' 50th 
anniversary to call for major 
change in the way the world 
body works. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
opened the three-day 
anniversary ceremonies Sun- 
day by calling for cutbacks in 
the U.N. bureaucracy and for 
streamlining the organisation 
to press for h uman rights and 
combat international terror- 
ism and drug trafficking. 

But other leaders said 
members must first pay their 
debts. Members owe the Un- 
ited Nations $3 billion. The 
biggest debtor is the United 


States at $13 billion. 

More extraordinary than 
tiie speeches delivered or the 
issues raised -was the scene 
itself. It was the largest 
gathering of world leaders in 
history — an assemblage as 
colourful, fractious ana di- 
verse as humanity itself. 

Before the speeches began 
Sunday, 190 leaders from na- 
tions inducting the United 
States and Russia, Iran and 
Israel, India and Pakistan 
lined up for a group picture. 
When the photographer told 
them to remove their name 
tags, women in saris and men 
m African robes searched for 
a pocket, then all looked up 
and beamed as a smiley-face 
banner unfurled before them. 

Outside the U.N. complex, 
police set up barricades to 


keep away several thousand 
protesters championing 
issues ranging from human 
rights of Pakistan's cultural 
minorities to the overthrow 
of Cuban President Fidel 
Castro. 

“What country is it?” 
asked Joyce Cotten of Balti- 
more, in town for a sorority 
convention, as she emerged 
from her hotel to about 80 
protesters chanting slogans in 
a foreign language (it was 
Bangladesh). 

As it marks SO years since 
its formation, the United Na- 
tions is grappling with its 
worst-ever financial crisis, 
wrung dry by demands for 
peacekeeping operations in 
the former Yugoslavia, 
Somalia, Angola and else- 
where, and by member 


ism 

was 


states' failure to pay their 
dues. 

British Prime Minister. 
Jchn Major demanded re- 
form of the United Nations, 
calling for some U.N. bodies 
to be scrapped and warning 
that failure to act could 
threaten its future. 

In a hard-hitting speech, 
Mr. Major said the world 
body was spread too wide 
and was shot through with 
waste and duplication. 

“I want change because I 
want the U.N. to succeed. 

“Inaction is no longer an 
'option. The threat to the 
future of the U.N. will not 
come from change. It will 
come from inertia,” he said. 

Iran, while paying homage 

(Conthmed on page 7) 


King 
holds 
bilateral 
talks in 
New York 


NEW YORK (Petra) — 
His Majesty King Hussein 
on Monday conferred at his 
residence in New York 
with the president of the 
Czech Republic, Vaclav 
Havel, who extended to the 
King an invitation to visit 
his country. 

The president also voiced j 
his country's appreciation 
of the King’s efforts to 
achieve comprehensive and 
lasting peace in the Middle 
East, stressing that such 
efforts would benefit all 
people in the region. 

The King also met 
Bahrain's Foreign Minister 
Sheikh Mohammad Ben 
Mubarak AJ Khalifeb and 
discussed inter-Arab rela- 
tions. 

The minister voiced 
appreciation of the King's 
peace efforts and affirmed 
that his country will take 
part in the Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) 
conference later this 
month. 

King Hussein later met 
Tunisian Foreign Minister 
Al Habib Ben Yabya, who 
conveyed to the King an 
invitation from the Tuni- 
sian president to visit his 
counny. He discussed with 
the King a number of issues 
of common concern. 

The meetings were 
attended by Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 

I His Royal Highness Prince 
Hamzeh Ben Al Hussein, 
Royal Court Chief Marwan 
Al Qasem and Jordan's 
Permanent Ambassador to 
the United Nations Hassan 
Abu Na'meh. 


Deaths in Regent outlines Jordan’s vision and 
^" ast approach to regional development 


Saudi blast 
rises to 8 

DUBAI (Agencies) — An 
Egyptian man died on Mon- 
day of injuries from a bomb 
blast in a Saudi mosque dur- 
ing Friday prayers, bringing 
the death toll to eight, hospit- 
al sources said. 

Survivors told their horror 
as a bomber locked the door 
of die packed mosque in the 
incident last Friday in which 
101 people were injured, 
according to accounts in the 
Saadi press. 

One witness said he first 
heard what appeared to be a 
sound similar to that of a 
gunshot 

“Then everyone rushed to 
get out of the mosque but 
found the door was locked... 
all were crying and fright- 
ened,” said the witness, 
Abdullah Mubarak Al 
Omari, according to the 
English-language daily Arab 
News. 

The attack took place in 
Quba village in Bisha, a 
mountainous tribal region of 
Saudi Arabia's remote west- 
ern province of Asir. More 
than 30 people are still in 
intensive care units. 

Police and civilian? sear- 
ched the rugged terrain after 
the authorities identified the 
mime suspect as Abdullah 
Ben Mohammad Ben Sa’ad 
Al Amri, a Saudi national 
also known as Ben Muam- 
mar. 

He is a retired non- 
commissioned officer who 
served previously in the 
Sandi ervu defence. Informed 
sources said he had two wives 
and 13 children. 

The government, moving 
swiftly to quell speculation of 
political dissent, said Ben 
M uamm ar had been involved 
in a dispute over land with 
some people in the mosque. 

He faces public beheading 
by the sword if found guilty. 

The Arabic-language Al 
Hayat daily newspaper 
quoted Hussein Al Zilfah, 
governor of Bisha province, 
as say ing that the man would 
soon be arrested. 

(Continued on page 7) I 


By P.V. Vjvekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The concept of 
economic development of the 
Middle East and taking 
advantage of the business 
opportunities in the region in 
an era of peace appears to 
have become internationally 
accepted, IDs Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan 
said Tuesday. 

The Crown Prince cited the 
expected attendance of gov- 
ernment leaders and 
businessmen from 63 coun- 
tries at next week’s Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) summit as one of 
the strongest signs of this 
acceptance, adding that Jor- 
dan was making sure-footed 
moves towards realising the 


objective of less in terms of 
bilateralism and more in 
terms of regionalism on the 
way to interacting with the 
international economic com- 
munity. 

Addressing an informal 
gathering of foreign media 
correspondents, the Crown 
Prince outlined his vision of 
eoonomic development pri- 
marily based on a partnership 
between the public and pri- 
vate sectors rather than the 
state taking the initiative as 
the case had been in the 
region for decades. 

The MENA conference, be 
said, is part of the “effort of 
peacebuilding** and “peace 
consolidation." 

Earlier in the day, the 
Crown Prince met with a 
•Canadian Jewish Appeal de- 


legation and said there was a 
lot to be done in the peace 
era and after the signing of 
the Jordan-Israel peace trea- 
ty for building sustainable 
peace in the region. 

Regent reaffirmed Jor- 
dan’s principles for building 
of peace adding that emph- 
asis should be laid on the 
* humanitarian aspect of the 
peace treaty. 

Stressing the need for the 
two sides to promote under- 
standing of each other's posi- 
tion in terms of culture, the 
Regent said “it was vital to 
bear in mind that a cultural 
agreement cannot be arrived 
at easily. 

“I think there is a big deal 
of in-house work to be 
done," he said. 

“We have to move from a 


stage of comprehension to 
understanding of each other's 
position and let us work on a 
concept of sharing values,” 
he added. 

“I am talking about decen- 
cy, integrity and human 
values on both sides,” he 
said. 

Among the major points 
that the Crown Prince made 
at the 75-minute gathering 
with foreign correspondents 
attended by Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Sarvath were: 

— Jordan considers the 
MENA summit not only as a 
prestigious event for itself 
and the Middle East but also 
as a landmark in bringing 
about major economic 

(Continued on page 7) 


Croatia talks resume; Bosnia in focus in U.S 


SARAJEVO (R) — Moscow 
and Washington argued over 
how to .enforce a peace 
accord in Bosnia but talks 
resumed on Monday over the 
return of Serb-held territory 
to Croatia, another key ele- 
ment in a settlement in for- 
mer Yugoslavia. 

In Bosnia, a ceasefire 
negotiated as a prelude to 
peace talks at the end of the 
month was reported to be 
holding -up well. 

"It is tne 13th day of the 
ceasefire and we 'are pleased 
to tell you that it holds well,” 
U.N. spokesman Yuri 
Chizhilc told a news briefing. 
“UNPROFOR (U.N. Pro- 
tection Force) did not detea 
any significant military action 
in the confrontation area.” 

However, in New York, 
the United States and Russia 
were still at odds over the 
■makeup of an international 
force to police a Bosnia 
peace. Moscow refused to let 
its troops serve under NATO 
and Washington rejected a 
shared or rotating command. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher said 
talks between presidents 


Boris Y eltsin and Bill Clinton 
on Monday were unlikely to 
resolve the differences be- 
tween Russia and the United 
States. 

The gap was underlined 
earlier by Mr. Yeltsin, who 
told world leaders his troops 
would serve “only under a 
stria mandate of the U.N. 
Security Council.” 

The complexity of the issue 
was highlighted on Monday 
by a report that the Bosnian 
Serb “parliament” had 
agreed to accept peace troops 
on- its borders only if they 
were from Russia “and other 
friendly countries.” 

Under a peace deal due to 
be discussed by the waning 
parties at the end of the 
month, Bosnia would be split 
between separatist Serbs and 
a Mustim-Croat federation, 
and a peace force of up to 
60,000 would be deployed 
along the borders. 

It was questionable how 
much weight the Serb parlia- 
ment derision would carry, 
since the hardline Bosnian 
Serb leadership has been 
effectively sidelined by Ser- 
bian President Slobodan 


Milosevic taking over the 
peace negotiations on its be- 
half. 

With the situation quieter 
in Bosnia, the spotlight 
turned to Croatia where talks 
resumed on the return of 
Eastern Slavonia, the last 
area under rebel Serb con- 
trol. 

In May and August Croatia 
recaptured other territory 
seized by the Serbs when 
Zagreb broke from Yugosla- 
via in 1991. It has threatened 
to do the same with Eastern 
Slavonia. 

Croatian President Franjo 
Tudjman told a special ses- 
sion of the United Nations to 
mark its 50th anniversary on 
Sunday that he hoped such 
action would not be needed 
and agreement would be 
reached on the peaceful rein- 
tegration of the territory, 
which has oil wells and fertile 
farmland. 

“At the same time, we are 
prepared to take other neces- 
sary steps as well, if speedy 
reintegration of Eastern Sla- 
vonia... is not incorporated 
into the final peace plan for 
the region,” he warned. 

There are fears a Croatian 


move to retake the region by 
force could involve Serbia, 
which borders it, and throw 
the peace process into tur- 
moil. 

In Paris, Foreign Minister 
Herve de Cbarette dismissed 
as disinformation a British 
press report that Belgrade 
was holding two French flyers 
shot down over Bosnia in 
August. 

"I know where this comes 
from, it comes from a source 
for disinformation but I won’t 
tell you which one," Mr. De 
Charette told Europe-1 
Radio. 

He was commenting on a 
Sunday Times report quoting 
Serbian intelligence sources 
as saying the airmen were 
believed to be in Belgrade 
after Mr. Milosevic's security 
police kidnapped them from 
a hospital in the Bosnian Serb 
stronghold of Pale last week. 

The newspaper said the 
flyers were being held as 
pawns in a feud between Mr. 
Milossevic and Bosnian Serb 
leader Radovan Karadzic and 
that Mr. Milosevic would 
"orchestrate their release 
shortly." 
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Argentina 
increases 
security 
after Iran 

diplomat 
is attacked 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — 
Argentina has stepped up 
security measures for Ira- 
ni an diplomats after one of 
Iran's top envoys was shot 
and wounded by a motor- 
cyclist in Buenos Aires, 
Hassanali Rajabi Yazdi, 
33, business attache and 
the most senior Iranian di- 
plomat in Argentina, was 
driving with his wife and 
two young children through 
the wealthy Belgrang 
neighbourhood late on 
Saturday night, when a 
motorcyclist shot him at 
point blank range. 

“Until we find out what 
exactly happened we will 
enforce strict security 
around Iranian diplomats," 
Interior Minister Carlos 
Coracta said on Sunday, de- 
scribing the attack on the 
business attache as a “wor- 
rying development'* 

Mr. Yazdi managed to 
drive to the nearby Sagrade 
Famitia private hospital af- 
ter the attack where he 
underwent an operation. 
His condition was de- 
scribed as favourable. 

Doctors said none of the 
diplomat’s vital organs had 
been hit during the attack. 
His wife and two children 
were unhurt. 

"The patient is in a deli- 
cate condition but he is 
-progressing in an accept- 
able way and he is awake 
and lucid," said Hector 
Pezzela of the Sagrada 
Familia hospital. 

President Carlos 
Menem, who is in New 
York for the celebrations 
of the 50th anniversary of 
the United Nations, ex- 
pressed 'concern but said, 
nobody should jump to 
conclusions about the mo- 
tives for the attack. 

"Let's wait for the result 
of the investigations before 
we call it a politically moti- 
vated attack ”'tfie private 
DYN news agedey "quoted ' 
him as saying. 

Argentina's state Tclam 
news agency quoted the de- 
puty Iranian foreign minis- 
ter of accusing “zionist ele- 
ments” for a rule in the 
attack in a bid to damage. 
Argentine- Iran ties. 

. Iran's official news agen- 
cy, IKNA, said in a report 
from Madrid that a caller 
from an unknown “Zionist 
group” claimed responsi- 
bility for shooting Mr. Yaz- 
di in retaliation for Che 1994 
bombing of a Jewish com- 
munity centre in Buenos . 
Aires. 

After the deadly attack, 
■President Menem said 
there was proof of Iranian 
involvement but he then 
backtracked as little evi- 
dence was found to support 
his allegation. 

Israel, the United States 
and the local Jewish com- 
munity have said that Iran 
was behind the bombing. 

Iran and Argentina have 
maintained minimal rela- 
tions since the July 1994 
bombing of the AMIA 
community centre in 
Buenos Aires, which killed 
86 people. 

Juan Jose Qaleano, the 
judge investigating the 
AMIA case, said he bad 
proof of Iranian involve- 
ment but has not presented 
sufficient evidence to en- 
able the supreme court to 
start international legal 
■ proceedings. 


Hamas aims at political party, 
keeps options open on election 


GAZA CITY (AFP) — The 
Islamic Resistance Move- 
ment (Hamas) has decided to . 
set tip a political party 
although the radical group is 
still divided on whether to 
contest the Palestinian self- 
rule elections. 

“There is a decision to 
form a party,” said Emad 
Faluji, a prominent Hamas 
member who publishes its 
weekly A1 Watan. 

He said the party would 
cake pare in political life and 
could run in the elections due 
early next year after the 
Israeli army pulls out of West 
Bank towns to extend Palesti-. 
man autonomy. ■ 

But Mr. Faluji believed it 
was unlikely that Hamas, 
which rejects the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(FLO) accords with Israel 
that launched self-rule in the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho in 
May 1994, would contest the 
polls. 

“If the new parliament is 
based on the Oslo agree- 
ments, we cannot be part of 
it,'* he said, referring to the 
launch of autonomy. “Any- 
way the elections are too for 
off and we don't have a dear 


election law yet” 

On the reconciliation pro* 
cess launched with the 
Palestinian Authority, Mr. 
Faluji said Hamas wanted 
“quick, serious and intense 
talks.” 

“We must overcome the 
problems of the past and 
learn from our Gaza experi- 
ence to avoid a repetition in 
the West Bank of mistakes 
both rides made,” he told * 
AFP. 

Hamas and another fun- 
damentalist group, the smal- 
ler Islamic Jihad, have car- 
ried out a series of suicide 
bombings which killed 
dozens of Israelis, in a bid to 
sabotage die peace process. 

The attacks blocked rap- 
prochement efforts launched 
after clashes between Palesti- 
nian police and Hamas sup- 
porters late -September that 
left 12 people dead and 



scores mj 
In a revival of reconcilia- 
tion efforts this month, PL O 
leader Yasser Arafat freed 
two Hamas leaders, Ahmad 
Bahr and Mahmoud A1 Z ah - 
har, and agreed to talks with 
the group in a third country. 
Cairo has offered to host the 


negotiations. 

The head of the self-rule 
authority also invited Hamas 
to join in the elections to a 

Palestinian self-rule council 
planned for January. But 
Hamas itself appears split on 
how for to go. 

Upon his release from jail 
on tne eve of the spread of 
self-rule to the West Bank, 
Sheikh Bahr said, “If the 
participation of Hamas in the 
elections is of benefit to the 
Palestinian people, it will 
take part. 1 ’ 

While Gaza is the move- 
ment's strongest base, Heb- 
ron in the West Bank is also a 
Hamas stronghold. The 
group has won professional 
and student union elections 
this year in Ramallah and 
Nablus, likewise on the West 
Bank. 

“We have a considerable 
following in the West Bank, 
not less than in Gaza,” Mr. 
Faluji said. 

Any political role for 
Hainan, however, depends on 
an agreement with Mr. Ara- 
fat who insists that the move- 
ment renounce violence 
against Israel. 

Hamas refuses to commit 


itself in public buz Mr. Faluji 
indicated that it had agreed 
to suspend attacks from with- 
in the antonomous areas at 

least for the duration of the 
talks. 

A reconciliation team of 
Hamas members has 
obtained from both the 
movement and Mr- Arafat a 
pledge to “avoid creating 
problems and tension during 
the talks, and dearly, we 
have respected this request so 
for,” he said. 

“We can't pretend there is 
an agreement to freeze milit- 
ary operations,” Mr. Faluji 
added. 

“It depends on the talks, it 
depends on Israel,' whether it 
will release all Palestinian 
prisoners and stop shooting 
protesters... there are many 
issues. Is Israel ready to pay 
the price for Hamas to halt its 
operations?” 

Israel sealed off the Gaza 
Strip and West Bank for 
several weeks, up until last 
Tuesday, to guard against 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
attacks. Islamic Jihad has 
said it would boycott the elec- 
tions and keep up attacks. 


Elections, j[ NEWS IN BRIEF 

Pollard appeals to court to win Israeli citaenship 


Iraq increases flour, 
vegetable oil rations 


BAGHDAD (R) — The Ira- 
qi government has raised the 
monthly ration for flour to 
seven kilogrammes a person' 
from six kilogrammes, gov- 
ernment newspapers said on 
Monday. * 

The vegetable oil ration 
will also go up, to 750 gram- 
me from 625 grammes, an 
official statement said. The 
increase will take effect at the 
beginning of December. 

The government’s ration 
system has saved millions of' 
poor Iraqis from starvation 
for the five years since the 
United Nations imposed 
trade sanctions in 1990. 

The rations were cut in 
September last year, to six 
kilogrammes of flour from 
nine kilogrammes, and since 
then they have been provid- 
ing only 34 pier cent of their 
calorie needs. 

Iraqis must buy the rest of 
their food on the open mar- 
ket, where prices can be 
more than a thousand times 
higher. 

The Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) said last 


week that the ration system 
was preventing famine in 
Iraq. But the system was 
unsustainable and the Iraqi 
government must have access 
to foreign exchange to buy 
food for the people, it added. 

The official statement did 
not explain where the extra 
flour would come from. The 
cereal crop this year is ex- 
pected to foil to 2.53$ million 
tonnes, compared to 2.824 
million in 1993/4 and 3.451 
million in 1989/90, before 
sanctions. 

The statement also 
announced increases of more 
than 150 per cent in the prices 
the state pays formers for 
their rice and maize. For the 
best rice, for example, the 
price rises to 400,000 dinars 
(about. $160) a tonne, from 
150,000 dinars ($60). 

The increase compensates 
to some extent for inflation, 
which for foodstuffs was on' 
average about 14 per cent a 
month between June 1993 
and August 1995, according 
to FAO figures. 


Killer of Italian doctor 
said detained in Somalia 




MOGADISHU (Agencies) 
— Militiamen loyal to Somali 
warlord Mohammad Farab 
Aideed have captured the 
gunman who shot and killed 
an Italian woman doctor and 
wounded an Italian biologist 
in the Somali town of Merca, 
Gen. Aideed's radio station 
reported Monday. 

Graziella Fumagalli died 
after being hit by at least 
three bullets in the attack 
Sunday while Christoforo 
Andreoll received serious fe- 
cial injuries when four gun- 
men stormed the hospital, 
100 kilometres south of 
Mogadishu, posing as pa- 
tients and opened fire. 

Both Italians were working 
for the humanitarian orga- 
nisation Caritas-Italia. 

The radio' said Abdi. 
Abdullaht Mire admitted kill- 
ing Fumagalli when the 
Aideed's militiamen arrested 
him 17 kilometres south of 
Merca. 

The motive for the attack 
has not been established, the 
radio added. 

It gave the names of the 


three other gunmen still at 
large as Mohammad Sharif, 
Said Ibrahim and Yousef 
Dhere. 

Caritas-Italia also runs four 
schools with 2,500 pupils in 
Merca, which is under Gen. J 
Aideed's control. 

The radio said Gen. 
Aideed's self-styled “govern- 
ment.” formed in June, had 
sent its ‘‘interior minister” to 
Merca for further investiga- 
tions in to the attack. 

Fumagalii's remains, 
Andreoli and four other 
Caritas-ItaHa workers were 
airlifted to the Kenyan capit- 
al Nairobi on Sunday. 

The motive for the attack 
by was not immediately dear, 
but the widespread lawless- 
ness born out of Somali's dan 
warfare has made Somalia 
' risky for outsiders. 

An -Italian -Foreign ministry 
official, Vincenzo Pedrone, 
said the clinic was in a parti- 
cular) 1 dangerous area. 

Merca is a hotbed of Mus- 
lim fundamentalism, but it 
was impossible to immediate- 
ly say if religion had anything 
to do with the shooting. 


militants 
keep 
Mubarak 
at home 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian 
President Honsi Mubarak 
has stayed away from the 
U.N., 50th anniversary 
celebrations in New York 
this week because be is 
busy with plans for forth- 
coming parliamentary elec- 
tions, a government official 
said. 

But some analysts said 
Mr. Mubarak feared mili- 
tants bent on overthrowing 
him would try restage an 
attack that nearly cost him 
his life in the Ethiopian 
capital Addis Ababa in 
June. 

Foreign Minister Amr 
Musa is representing Egypt 
at the U.N. celebrations. 

Nabil Osman, head of 
the state information ser- 
vice. said Mr. Mubarak 
never intended to join the 
U.N. party because he was 
too busy at home. 

Mr. Mubarak has set 
Nov. 29 as the date for the 
elections, which take place 
every five years. AU legal 
opposition parties have 
announced they will 
nominate candidates for 
the 444-seat assembly, un- 
like the 1990 elections that 
they boycotted. 

Political analyst Hala 
Mostafa said Mr. Mubarak 
wanted to be in Cairo in the 
run-up to the elections be- 
cause they come at the end 
of a particularly tense year 
for the government. 

Few doubt a victory for 
Mr. Mubarak's National 
Democratic Party (NDP), 
which has won over three- 
quarters of the seats in ev- 
ery poll it has contested, 
but a government crack- 
down on the popular but 
outlawed Muslim Brother- 
hood group has increased 
tension. 


U.S television preaches gospel in S. Lebanon 


MARJAYOUN (AFP) — 
Nestled between the Israeli 
army headquarters and their 
proxy militia in occupied 
southern Lebanon, a televi- 
sion station run by U.S. 
evangelist magnate Pat 
Robertson is preaching the 
gospel. 

Twelve years a go M iddle 
East Television (METV) de- 
cided to carry its evangelist 
mission to the region and 
chose to set up house in 
Lebanon. 

“For Christians like Pat 
Robertson, the Middle East 
in general and Lebanon is 
sacred Biblical group. So it 
was important and logical to 
be here,” said Jo. Ayad, 
METV’s news editor in 
chief. 

“Our first goal is to preach 
the gospel,” he said. 

In addition to a daily one- 
hour religious programme, 
including Mr. Rober tson’ s 
own "The 700 Club,” METV 
offers a variety of U.S. sit- 
coms, tele-shopping and a 


30-minute news bulletin each 
day. 

METV belongs to Mr. 
Robertson's S140-million 
television empire which in- 
clude the U.S.-based Christ- 
ian Broadcasting Network 

« md Family Channel, 
biggest cabled sta- 
tion in the united States. 

Most of its 35 employees 
here are Lebanese and “pre- 
ferably Christians,” said Mr. 
Ayad, and the station oper- 
ates on a $1 million annual 
budget 47 bouts a day. 

Two 20-kilowatt relay sta- 
tions enable audiences in 
of Lebanon, Israel, 
Jordan and Syria to 
tune in. 

Many of those who tune in 
have alternately accused 
METV of broadcasting 
Israeli propaganda or of 
backing the Israeli-trained 
and financed Sooth Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militia. 

“We are not doing any 
iropaganda for anyone, 
e’re an American com- 



£ 


pany, our budget is 100 per 
cent American. We don’t get 
a penny from Israel,” said 
Mr. Ayad. 

But the station’s physical 
appearance and its operating 
methods foil to persuade 
many that it is as independent 
a nd unbia sed as it says it is. 

METV is located in a 
Lebanese-government- 
owned building which housed 
a French officers dub during 
the French mandate on Leba- 
non and is stuck between 
SLA and Israeli army head- 
quarters in Marjayoun. 

“The building was the only 
one available when we came 
here.. Everything else we de- 
vastated by the war. Our 
presence in this building does 
not reflect our political line. 
We put a lot of money into 
restoring it,” Mr. Ayad said. 

METV imports its video 
equipment directly from the 
United States using express 
mail and an Israeh mailing 
address, said one of seven 
employees in charge of Ara- 
bic subtitles for the American 


pro gra romi 
“People cannot seem to 
understand that we are 
Lebanese citizens working in 
the ’security zone’ and that 
we are not pro-Israelis,” said 
Mr. Ayad. 

“Israel cannot censor us 


we are Lebanese m 
Lebanon. We are not in 
Israel here,” he said in refer- 
ence to the 850-sqnare- 
Icflometre buffer zone which 
Israel has occupied since 
1985. 

And yet METV reporters 
cannot conduct interviews 
north of the zone “because 
people on the other side do 
not trust us and accuse us of 
being pro-Israeli," said Mr. 

“I tried on a few occasions 
to contact Lebanese leaders 
like (Parliament Speaker 
Nabih) Beni for interviews 
but I was systematically 
turned down,” he added. 

“But if something happens 
across the border in Israel all 
we need to do is get in the car 
and cross the border,” he 
said. 


“These elections are tak- 
ing place in a year that has 
been politically charged. 
There is an atmosphere of 
confrontation between the 
authorities and the Muslim 
Brotherhood which is un- 
precedented,” Mr. Mostafa 
said. 

Some analysts said more 
than internal politics per- 
suaded Mr. Mubarak to 
stay away from celebra- 
tions commemorating an 
organisation of which 
Egypt is a keen supporter. 

“It’s easy to explain why 
Mubarak didn't go to New 
York. It’s because of this 
Addis Ababa affair. It has 
to do with security 
reasons," Hussein Amin, 
former Egyptian ambassa- 
dor to Algeria and a writer 
on Islamic issues, told Reu- 
ters. 

“It is for his safety. I 
think Mubarak in future 
will not be travelling 
abroad a lot,” he added. 

The militant A1 Gamaa 
AI Islamiyah (Islamic 
Group), which launched a 
campaign to overthrow the 
government and set up a 
strict Islamic state, claimed 
responsibility for the 
attempt on Mr. Mubarak's 
life in June and has vowed 
it would continue to target 
him. 

The group's spiritual 
leader, blind cleric Sheikh 
Omar Abdul Rahman, was 
convicted along with nine 
of his followers in New 
York last month on charges 
that included plotting to 
assassinate Mr. Mubarak 
during one of bis visits to 
the U.S. 


rAnvlcted sdv Jonathan Pollard 
TEL AVIV (AP) C after the aovemment turned 
appealed to the supreme toun . . hj - hl „ lawyer said 
down his request for Israe P scrv j n £ a life 

Monday. Mr. Pollard arrested »n 

prison term m the United Sra£. f rit |zcnship m hopes 
Earlier this year, he applied for Israeli anz p 

that it could improve his dun ecs . at a ^ jt the time 

hearing. However, the ,n [ en ° T S? ns hip to Jew* until 

that Israel does not noimaUy s ^ Sunday, is 

they immigrate. Mr poI ’ a ^J ' C nnicd citizenship 

based on a statute ° { whe « 

if they have done a service for br- «. rcj.a ^ brac i 

they live, said his lawyer, tarn- Du - 
has granted citizenship to Jews a j tf j leave 

including Soviet dissidents who were no 1 F£ M Dub 
the Soviet Union in the 1970s and 19WV Mr. uud *uu 
I sraeli legislators have submitted a bill und ^ 

Pollard would be granted otizenship. A first reading as. 
scheduled for next month, the lawyer said. 

U.S. forces display firepower in Kuwait 

UDA1RI (AFP) — U.S. artillery fired multiple launch 
rocket system ground-to-ground missiles in Kuwait for the 
StaT&S'X 1991 &df war 
emirate on Sunday, army officers said. ™. e “ 

Fort Hood. Texas, were taking part in training cxlxqmsm 
a desert firing range at Udairi. 45 kilometres sou j? 
border with Iraq and were watched by Kuwaiti olfieere. 
Two systems, each firing three missiles at a time, were 
tested bv soldiers from a 1, 500-strong contingent that 
arrived in the emirate on Aug. 22 to take pari m joint 
manoeuvres with Kuwaiti forces after nsing tension with 
Iraq. The troops from the First Cavalry Division are due to 
be replaced in the next few days by soldiery from hort 
Carson, Colorado. Captain Austin Johnson told AFP. The 
U.S. maintains 350 soldiers at Doha camp, north of Kuwait 
Citv, under a common defence pact, in addition to the 
forces brought in for manoeuvres after Vrashington saia it 
had spotted unusual troops movements in Iraq in July ana 

August. 

Iranian sentenced to death retracts claim 

SHARJAH (AFP) — An Iranian sentenced to death for 
heresy for calling himself a "messenger of God withdrew 
his claim and repented before an appeals court on Monday, 
lawyers said. “I am not a messenger of God. I have no 
message to give, but I'm a Muslim seeking the strict 
application of the Koran.” Hassan Gholam Hussein Dana 
was quoted as telling the judges in Sharjah, one of the 
seven members of the United Arab Emirates. The Iranian 
had until now insisted that God had asked him to deliver a 
message to the people on five continents. Mr. Dana, 36, 
retracted his claim during a closed-door hearing that 
followed two hours of negotiations involving his court- 
appointed lawyer and a cleric. The case has been adjourned 
until Oct. 31. 

Israelis have mental problems 

* » 

TEL AVIV (AFP) — Twenty per cent of Israelis suffer 
from mental problems but only half of them turn to 
specialists for help. Health Minister Efraim Snch said 
Monday. “Israelis seem to be ashamed of these problems 
and prefer to see their family doctor, and 85 per cent take 
tranquillisers like valium without seeing a specialist,” be 
told journalists. “Twenty per cent of Israelis suffer in one 
way or another from psychological or mental troubles and 
need attention but only 50 per cent of them go to a 
psychiatrist or a psychologist.” said Dr. Sneh. “The most 
common symptoms are vague pains, fatigue, insomnia and 
bad moods, not fear or depression.” 

French defence minister visits UAE 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — France’s Defence Minister 
Charles Millon arrived here Monnday for talks with 
President Zayed Ben Sultan Al Nahayan of the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE), French embassy officials said. Mr. 
Millon was to travel later in the day of 'Qatar, they added. 
France and the UAE struck a deal in January to allow Abu 
Dhabi to ask for French military support and share 
intelligence, while Paris and Doha signed a similar agree- 
ment in August 1994. French companies provide 70 per 
cent of the military equipment for Qatar's armed forces and 
much of the mateiral for the UAE. In April 1993, the UAE 
bought 436 LeCierc tanks, built by GIaT Industries, for 20 
billion francs (S3.9 billion). Abu Dhabi received its first 
shipment in November 1994 and will receive the entire 
number by 1999. In 1988, France sold 36 Mirage 2000 
fighter-bofnbers to the UAE. 

Hizbollah keep out photographers from stronghold 

BEIRUT (AFP) — The Iranian-backed Hizbollah are on 
their guard against photographers and cameramen in the 
southern suburbs of the Lebanese capital, to the point of 
beating up Russian tourists. A spokesman for the Russian 
news agency Novosri said Monday that armed Hizbollah 

t uards attacked a Russian couple last week. Tourists 
tanislas Avounin and his wife were briefly hospitalised. 
They were accompanying a Russian delegation of en- 
gineers, businessmen and journalists on "a visit to a 
real-estate company in the Haret Hreik district of the 
southern suburbs, a Hizbollah stronghold. The couple 
strayed from the group and began taking photographs near 
a Hizbollah office when the guards stepped in. Mr. 
Stanislas was beaten up and his wife who rushed to help 
was also hit and pushed. Their camera was confiscated for 
several hours before being returned, only after Hizbollah 
made sure their office and guards were not photographed, 
the Russian spokesman said. On Sunday, a French 
journalist with the European television network TV5 also 
had his camera confiscated after he filmed around the 
southern suburbs. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

1440 Captain Planet 

1436 M.A.N.T.I.S. 

ISM To Run The Gauntlet 

UiN I Love Lucy 

1(38 Tarazan 

17:06 

Children’s Programme — Cocottc 

Minute 

17:39 Scric — Fruhs Et Legumes 

1&80 

Croisicrc A La Dccouvcrtc Du 

Mood' 

19£0 News in French 

1 9:15 Usbuaia 

1*30 News Headlines 

I9s35 

The Secrets of Treasure Island 

2M0 You Bet Your Ufc 

2th39 The Bold and the Beautiful 

21:15 Drama— Tree Blue 

2260 - News m English 

22£5 ... . Doc. — No Place To Hide 

23:19 ...... Film: "Molly and Gina" 

0Cb30 Grace Under Fire 

PRAYER TIMES 

0*24 Fair 

Oftdf — (Samht) Date 

11:20 Dhuhr 

mil ‘Air 

lfc59 Maghreb 

18:16 T$ha 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church 


Swettkh, Tel- 810740 
Asuabfiu of God Church, Tel. 
632785. 

St. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the A nnuaciari oc Td. 

637440. 

De b SaBe Church Td. 661757 
Tcrruud* Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Amnodadn Td. 
623541. 

Angfican Church Td. 652826. 
Armariaa CaiboHc Church Td. 
771331. 

ftfiwiun Unmok morco ict. 

775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman International Church TcL 
652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
824328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Td. 845457 
The Church of Jests Christ 
Latter-Day Salats Td. 654932 
Church of Nuareue TcL67569l. 
The EvangeBcd Local Church la , 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


MinJMax. temp. 

Amman 1 1/23 

Aqaba Iff 3D 

Deserts 09/27 

Jordan Valley 18/31 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 23. Aqaba 30. Humidity 
readings: Amman 47 per cent. 
Aqaba 30 per cent- 

USEFUL 


TcJ. 81 1295. 

WEATHER 

Bottom supplied by UK Depart- 
meat of Meteorology. 

Unstable weather conditions will 
prevail until douds appearing at 
different altitudes. Scattered show- 
ers ate expected m different parts 
of the Kingdom and winds becom- 
ing easterly moderate. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly moderate 
and seas cairn. 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN- 

Dr. Mnkhics Halasafa 819220 

Dr. Faycz Dabbas 759155 

Dr. Arafat Al Ashhab 6Q2507 

Dr. Mumhcr Al Qraini 884286 

FcnkWS pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascoia pharmacy 637055 

Natroukh pharmacy - 6C3672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoob pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

IKB1D: 

Dr. Ahmad Oanu ( — ) 

AJquds pharmacy (— ) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Abdul Karim Khashashnch 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 

Civil Defence Department 6611 1) 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ...... 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111,637777 

Fire Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 77512 1 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department ....... 63032 1 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 66! 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas dalh 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 7731 II 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company........ 636381 


RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Alia lntl. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Afcileh Maternity. J, Amn. 

642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 6 36140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 607071 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muasher Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic . Abdali 666127/37 

Al-AhlL Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Mubairecn ... 777101/3 
AJ-Bashir. J. Ashrafich 775111/26 

Army, Marita 891611/15 

Queen Aba Hospital ........ 686100 

Amal Hospital 607155 

The Arab Centro for Heart and 
Special Surgery ,...865199 

ZARQA: 

Zaiqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

AlHikma Modem Hospital (09)990990 
ZBKD: 

Princess Basina Hospital « — (02)275555 
Greek CaibofcHojpiu! (02X272275 
Ibn Al Mtfecs Hospital ..(02)247(0(1 


AQABA: ' 

Princess Haya Hospital (03)314111 


13 M Munich (YP) 

*4^0 Rome (AZ1 

17s4S Khartoum (SD( 

18:13 Dubai (EK) 

Aden (DY j 

Beirut (ME) 

23=40 Amsterdam (K.L) 

Bucharest (ROl 


QUEEN AUA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 

Hus mbnadoa is supplied by 
Jtoya) Jordanian (RJ) ktmramdoa 
department u the Queen Alia In- 
tcmstkma] Airport Td. (08)53200- 
S. when it should always be veri- 
fied. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

nights 

(Terminal 1) 

03:10 Jakarta. Kuab Lumpor/RJ) 

1761 Damascus (RJ) 

96:55 Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

09:15 Aqaba (RJ) 

0*35 Muscat. Dubai (RJ) 

0935 Bcmu(RJ) 

ftfl Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

16- J9 Cairo (RJ) 

1*40 Frankfort i RJ j 

17- JZ5 ... Chicago. Amsterdam (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

Md# Vienna (OS) 

«ft4 S Cairo (MS) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

Beirut (RJ) 

97-40 Aquba (RJ) 

08.-40 Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

11:10 

Aqaba. Vienna. Frankfort (RJ) 

Montreal, Toronto (Rj) 

Geneva. Brands (Rj) 

'if® Brussels. London (Rj) 

JfJJ * Paris. Bruuch (Rj) 

Cairo (Rj) 

Geneva, Madrid (Rj) 

Abu Dhabi. Dubai (Rj) 

Kuala Lumpur. Singapore (Rj) 
Jeddah (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2 ) 

*2*! Damascus, Paris (AF) 

ivan »... Cairo (MS) 

Sharm Al Sheikh. Munich |YP) 
15:39 Damascus <*2) 


Dubai (EK) 

dig Aden (DY) 

Amsterdam (KL) 

Bucharest (RO) 

HIJAZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN 

every Monday 

^ _ 5:00 p.m. every Monday 

wp. Damascus 

7:30 a.m. every Sunday 
Arr. Amman 

5;00 p,m. every Sunday 

MARKET PRICKS 

■ 

Uppcrfowcr price m Dh per My. 

7W500 

Banana 

Banana (Mukammarj . 620 

SJJy ia) / \sq 

420/350 

r?.S ,n< 2T Cr « 

Cucumbcn (large) 200/150 

UKumbcrs (small) 340 / 260 

3g? tanl 23Qi 1(0 

S arl,c — 75WSO0 

NXV500 

Grape Fruit 250/1S0 

Marrow (large) |Siy 100 

Marrow (*n»U) 250 M 70 

Oincs (green) 400/300 

On*oa (dry) 250/ 150 

gy .;-™ 500MC0 

Pepper (hot) 200/ 150 

^PPertwrect) 220/150 

Pomegranate 330/260 

340/ 250 
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PSD announces temporary road 
closure in West Amman 


A DAY Tu REMEMBER: Proud parents, Their Royal Highnesses Crown Prince 
H assa n and Princess Sarvath, pose with their daughter, HRH Princess Badiya, after 
her graduation ceremony at Christ Church Oxford University where she received 
her bachelor of history degree with honours on Saturday 


Japan, Italy and Qatar say their governments 
are sending large delegations to MENA 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Japanese government is 
encouraging the largest 
possible number of the 
country’s businesses to 
invest in Jordan and to 
increase their imports from 
the Kingdom to help 
strengthen the Jordanian 
economy, according to 
Japanese Ambasador 
Takayuki Kimura Monday. 

Mr. Kimura said Japan 
will support the establish- 
ment of a Middle East 
Development Bank which 
can offer credit to finance 
regional projects in the 
peace era. 

The ambassador said his 
county was. sending a 65- 
memhfr.deTegatidri made’ 
up of 15 goyerometat repre- 
sentatives ind the' rest, pri^ 
vale sector' representatives^ 
to the Middle East and 


North Africa (MENA) eco- 
nomic summit due to start 
here on Sunday. 

After the su mmi t, Ml 
Kimura said, Tokyo is 
expected to provide finan- 
cial assistance to Jordan to 
help it carry out projects 
earlier discussed between 
the two countries. 

Also Monday Italian 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Romualdo Bettini said his 
country will do whatever it 
can to help the MENA con- 
ference achieve success. 

Dr. Bettini said Italy will 
despatch a large delegation 
from the private and pobUc 
sectors led by the Italian 
foreign .minister and^ large „ 
f 'g^ up 'of journalists! 

-~ J 'i Uo oicrt r,«i 


He also 

I *1 


was 

f % a. • 


said, 

, ‘ interested 'in ’regional ’ pro- 
, ejects such as the proposal to 
lay a gas pipeline from 


- r\ A 


Egypt to Gaza. Dr. Bettini 
added that Italy was cur- 
rently conducting studies 
on projects to be carried out 
in the Jordan Rift Valley 

His country is also inter- 
ested in major infrastruc- 
ture projects, some of 
which are already being 
implemented such as the 
Aqaba Thermal Power 
Plant, the highway connect- 
ing Ras Naqab with Aqaba 
and the Karameh and the 
Kaffein dams in the Jordan 
Valley region. 

Also Monday, Qatari 
ambassador to Jordan Nass- 
er Ben Abdul Aziz said his 
country will send a large 
..delegation .to the. MENA. 

ctohfeI^cef.^edf^^fpOTeigtt , 
Minister ffamad -Bbn J - 
Jassem and including "gov- 
ernment and private sector 
representatives. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Public Security Depart- 
mentfPSD) Monday 
announced that the stretch 
of the University Road 
heading west between the 
Ministry of Interior Circle 
and the A1 Hussein Sports 
City w01 be closed to traffic 
from Friday OcL27 until 
Nov. I. 

The construction of an 
overpass at the Ministry of 
Interior Circle is not 
expected to be completed 
soon, and therefore to avoid 
congestion at this usually 
busy interchange, particu- 
larly during the days of the 
Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) economic 
summit (scheduled from 
Ocl 29-31) which will be 
convened at several venues 
along that road, the authori- 
ties have taken the measure 
of closing the area to traffic. 
Alternate routes are: 
Heading south from Salt 
and Jerash, motorists are 
advised to take the route: 

a) from Sweileb Bridge 
towards the King Hussein 
Medical Centre to the 
Eighth Circle, or 

b) from the University of 
Jordan to the turn-off 
before the University 
Bridge heading towards the 
Jubilee intersection, or 

c) from the University of 
Jordan to A1 Hussein 
Sports City Circle, right at 
the circle towards the Wasfi 
Tal Street (Gardens Street) 
intersection (in front of 
Safeway Stores. 

From Zarqa to A mman : 
a) The Zarqa- Amman 
Highway to the intersection 
ar the Public Security 
Department Workshops, 
left at the intersection, pass- 
ing tij 5 , . rPubtic . . Transport 
c Corporation, .jg|gj&, aj the 
Intersection > towards r.lnde^-.., 
pendence- Road until the . 
traffic lights before the 
Ministry of Interior Circle, 



and left at tire intersection 
towards Jabal Hussein. 

b) The Zarqa- Am man 

Highway through the tun- 
nel at A1 Hussein Sports 
City Circle circle. 

c) Raghadan Bridge 
towards the town centre, 
then A1 Hashemi Street, to 
Faisal Street and then to 
Abdali. 

d) Raghadan Bridge, then 
left towards the town centre 
and then right , towards 
Independence" Street - • 

" h) UphdJ- Wadi-Haddadeh s 
towards Jabal Hussein: 

From Amman to Salt and 
other parts northwards 


motorists should drive from 
Abdali bus terminal 
Suleiman Nabulsi Road and 
the Intelligence Department 
traffic lights, to Shmeisani 
and Wadi Saqra, or from 
Abdali to Jabal Luweibdeh 
until the traffic lights at the 
entertainment park and then 
to Sbmeisani and Wadi 
Saqra districts. 

Drivers heading from 
Shmeisani towards Jabal 
.Hu&oein and Abdali turn 
;- £ left a£* the iraeffiggp£e 
t.i Department ' / "tiin^gh* 
Queen Noor Street until ‘ the 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade traffic lights, then 


right towards Jabal Hussein 
and right to Abdali. 

Drivers heading from 
Jabal Hussein towards the 
Hussein Sports City and 
the University of Jordan 
have the following options: 
a) From Khaled fbn A1V 
Walid Street go right 
towards Nablus Street 
tdwards the Independence 
Road, the Sports Faculty 
and the Martyr’s Monu- 
ment,.., . .. .... 

y.ty JftoiwU Efras l.Cfrcle: . . 
.towaidji^J^H Street , then 
Ludd Society Street and 
Independence StreeL 
Drivers heading from 


Shmeisani towards the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, follow 
the Abdul Hamid Sharaf 
road to the Safeway traffic 
lights and then left towards 
Wasfi TaJ Street 
Drivers heading from 
Abdali towards Shmeisani 
can take King Hussein 
Street towards the Ministry 
of Industry and Trade traf- 
fic ligbts and then left 
towards Shmeisani. 

: .For fjtrttefi 'infoimatioB 031 Rtf 

telephone:-' 196 -(PSD), 190 < ;0"T 
Traffic Department ), 
662167 (PSD public rela- 
tions). 


Blind professional women seek to establish regional committee 


By Lola Keilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Blind women 
participating in a workhsop 
which over five days will 
discuss their problems, 
including community inte- 
gration, rehabilitation, and 
family acceptance, 

demanded immediate 
action from government 
and non-governmental 
organisations to help in 
addressing these problems. 

In the workshop, entitled, 
“Blind Women on the 
Move,” and which started 
Monday, 35 blind Arab 
women hope to establish a 
committee that will address 
the “idiosyncrasy” of Arab 
society, in order to open the 
door so that the blind can 
felly participate and con- 
tribute to their communities 
on an equal basis with their 
^jghted counterparts. 

■ “Our region has its own 
characteristics, and other 
countries’ models do not 
oecessarily apply here nor 
are they easily accepted,” 
said Sae’eda Husni, a par- 
ticipant from Egypt 
Ms. Husni referrring to 
the western countries’ 
whose societal norms are 


more liberal where the 
rights of the handicapped 
are concerned. 

Therefore blind Arab 
women need to address 
their own problems and 
solve them according to tire 
society, said Dr. Husni , 
who holds a Ph.D. in histo- 
ry. 

In Lebanon, said Nada 
Kazaz, the families of 
blind women refuse to send 
them outside the villages 
for vocational tr ainin g. So, 
Ms. Kazaz said, “We start- 
ed going to their homes and 
tr ainin g them on income 
generating projeos that can 
apply to their community.” 

Family and traditions 
stand in the way of educat- 
ing blind women, said 
Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Ra’d Ben Zeid. 

Prince Ra’d added that 
blind women are indeed 
discriminated a gains t. 

“They have difficulties in 
finding jobs, getting mar- 
ried and becoming part of 
the society,” Prince Ra’d 
emphasised. 

A mother of a four- year- 
old blind girl, Kautbar 
Abdul Majeed, said that 
blind children face various 
problems in Jordan espe- 


cially in terms of education. 

“How can you convince a 
father from Aqaba or Irbid 
to send his daughter to a 
boarding school outside his 
district,” said Ms. Abdul 
Majeed , head of the par- 
ents committee at the Noor 
Institute for tire Blind., 

Education is compulsory, 
until the 1 Oth grade in Jor- 
dan, but their is no authori- 
ty which will enforce the 
law by forcing the family 
of a blind child to put 
him/ her in school. 

Jordan currently has only 
three schools for the blind, 
all of which are based in 
Amman. 

“We suggested to the 
Ministry of Education that 
it provide one Braille 
teacher for every major 
school outside Amman, but 
so far nothing has hap- 
pened” Ms. Abdul Majeed 
said. 

Although the Constitution 
guarantees all citizens 
equal rights under tire law, 
equal opportunities are not 
available in Jordan, said 
Salwa Damen-Masri. Min- 
ister for Soda! Develop- 
ment. 

Ms. Damen-Masri added 
that in order to improve this 


situation there should be 
practical programmes for 
training the blind. 

Two blind women at the 
opening session told the 
Jordan Times that they both 
have oniversity degrees and 
work experience, but can- 
not find jobs in the King- 
dom. They said they 
gained their work experi- 
ence in the Gulf stales. 

Zahra Askar, who used to 
be tire head of the English 
department in a school in 
Riyadh, said that working 
in Jordan has nothing to do 
with experience or train- 
ing, 

“ I have been unemployed 
ever since 1 came to Jordan, 
four years ago,” Ms. Askar 
said adding that she had 
sent applications “every- 
where” and received no 
responses, not even a letter 
of acknowledgment of 
receipt of her application. 

Although the law states 
that two per cent of tire jobs 
at private companies should 
be held by handicapped 
individuals, the reality is 
different. 

Suad Khalil, a teacher at a 
Ministry of Education 
school, said every year tire 
school threatens to dismiss 


her because she does not 
use the blackboard. 

“But each year the stu- 
dents support me, particu- 
larly because I spell every 
word to them verbally,” she 
said. 

She also complained of 
the discriminating regula- 
tions of the Ministry of 
Health and the lack of 
interest in blind students on 
part of the Ministry of Edu- 
cation. 

“My appointment at the 
Ministry of Education was 
delayed seven months 
because the health report 
said 1 was unfit to work,” 
she said. 

The initiative for estab- 
lishing a Middle Eastern 
committee for blind women 
was taken by Ms. Kiki 
Norstrom, president of the 
Women's committee at the 
International Union for 
Blind Women, who chose 
Amman as the base for the 
newly established commit- 
tee. 

“We are accused of 
speaking quietly and softly, 
it is time to speak up. So 
watch out, blind women are 
on the move.” 



Speakers from right to left at the “Blind Women on the Move” workshop are: HRH 
PrincesS' M^jda Ra’d, Kikki Norstrom, president of the Women’s Committee at the 
Internationa] Union for Blind Women, Minister of Social Development Salwa Damen- 
Masri, HRH Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid, Sheikh Abdullah Ghanem, president of the 
regional office for the Committee of the Blind, and David Blithe, president of the 
World Blind Union (Petra photo) 


The world of the ‘ single dimension ’ as painted by Shaker Hassan Al Said 


By a Jordan Times 

Staff Reporter 

■ 

AMMAN — The exhibi- 
tion of tire works of Iraqi 
painter Shaker Hassan Al 
Said, which opened at the 
French Cultural Centre 
Wednesday, takes the visi- 
tor into a different worid - 
fee worid of the “single 
dimension”, which the 
artist himself describes as 
fee pictoral representation 
F a dimension which can 
effectively not be shown in 
a picture: 

“Through his paintings, 
Mr. Al Said forces us to dis- 
^Sage from our everyday 
perception of the world, to 

«ke a step back while being 


taken on a journey to tire for 
end of our galaxy,” writes 
Marie Martinez in the 
brochure accompanying the 
exhibition. 

“With the ‘single dimen- 
sion’, 1 want to anxve at the 
origin of matter before the 
appearance of the external 
surface, “ says the artisL 
“The ‘single dimension’ is 
equal to a space or a line 
which cannot be drawn” 

In his paintings, the ‘sin- 
gle dimension’ is represent- 
ed by the merger of paired 
concepts, such as the seen 
and the unseen, matter and 
void, place and time and 
mind and sensation. 

The artist explains that a 
painting showing an isolat- 


ed word in an ocean of 
blue-brown colours stands 
for the merger of mind and 
sensation: the senses take in 
and respond to the colours 
of the painting, while the 
mind reads the word. 

The meeting of two 
paired concepts is not 
always smooth — Mr. AJ 
Said’s paintings abound 
with cracks and white, 
bumt-out boles which 
break up the harmony of the 
calm shades of blue, brown 
and beige of his work. 

Mr. Al Said's paintings 
are filled with mathemati- 
cal symbols and magic 
charts. 

“Fascinated by the cos- 
mos, his research has 


focused for many years on 
what for him is the original 
expression of our under- 
standing of the world: 
Sumerien symbols, num- 
bers and their meanings. 
For him, everything has a 
mathematical origin and 
takes man back to his 
matrix — the universe” 
according to Mrs. Martinez 

In his work, Mr. Al Said 
not only merges concepts - 
be also bridges countries 
and cultures. 

After graduating from the 
Institute of Fine Arts in 
Baghdad in 1954, the artist 
went to Paris in 1955 to 
continue his studies. 

His work reflects the 
influence of modem West- 


ern schools of painting, but 
be declares himself equally 
inspired by the ancient 
Islamic and non-Islamic 
civilisations of the East, 
among them the Snmeriens 
of Iraq and the Pharaonic 
dynasties of Egypt. 

The well-known artist, 
who is considered one of 
the pioneers in modem 
Iraqi art, has visited Jordan 
regularly since the early 
‘90s, to paint, to exhibit his 
works and to give lectures. 

The current exhibition, 
running until Nov. 4, is the 
third showing of his work 

in Amman 



4 


Opening 

tomorrow 
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German SPD crisis deepens 
after Berlin election disaster 


BONN (R) — Germany’s 
opposition Social 

Democrats (SPD) met 
Monday to draw conclu- 
sions from an election, beat- 
ing in their one-tune strong- 
hold of Berlin, the result of 
months of wrangling and 
fail ure to shape new poli- 
cies. 

The SPD crashed to just 
23.6 per cent in Sunday’s 
state election in the city 
where former Chancellor 
Willy Brandt used to score 
more than 60 per cent as 
mayor in the 1960s. 

It was the centre-left 
party’s fifth worst showing 
in 174 stare and national 
elections since 1945. 
Commentators and party 
officials left no doubt where 
they thought the blame lay. 

"Big mistakes were made 
here in Bonn over the sum- 
mer,” new party manager 
Franz Muentefering told 
west German radio as the 
party executive, including 
Chairman Rudolf Schaiping 


and rivals Gerhard 
Schroeder and Oskar 
Lafontaine, met in Bonn. 

“We must make it clear 
that die personal wrangling 
in Bonn has to stop. I hope 
everyone has now under- 
stood where it leads.” 

Commentators were 
damning of the ooce-mighty 
party which has seen its 
nationwide ratings slide to 
post-war lows. 

They wondered how 
much longer the lacklustre 
Schaiping, already the sub- 
ject of countless party coup 
rumours after a summer of 
fighting off Mr. Schroeder, 
could hang on. 

Exit Surveys taken in 
Berlin showed his personal 
rating had plunged to 
almost unprecedented 
depths for any party leader. 

“The air for Scharping has 
got so thin, not only in 
Berlin, that it T s hardly 
enough to breathe. And 
Schroeder, Lafontaine and 
co. are certainly not rushing 


to resuscitate him,” said the 
daily Saarbruecker Zeitung. 

But the air is also getting 
thin for the whole party, 
which like other European 
sister movements is desper- 
ately seeking a new mes- 
sage as its traditional work- 
ing-class base disappears. It 
has cast envious glances at 
the rev amp which Tony 
Blair has given Britain's 
Labour Party. 

German voters seem less 
and less sure what the SPD 
stands for. 

In Berlin the big gains 
went to parties with sharp 
profiles — the east german 
reform comm unis t Party of 
Democratic Socialism 
(PDS), which took 14.6 per 
cent, and the leftist-ecolo- 
gist Greens, with 13.2 per 
cent 

“The problem of the SPD 
is that it is stuck in the mid- 
dle and is in danger of being 
ground away — in the west 
between the Christian 
Democrats (CDU) and the 


Greens, and in the east 
between die CDU and the 
PDS,” SPD Member of 
Parliament Thomas Krueger 
said. 

The SPD was unable to 
maintain any profile in 
Berlin as the junior partner 
in a coalition with 
Chancellor Helmut KohTs 
CDU, which slipped three 
points to 37.4 per cent in the 
poll. But the SPD has also 
been unable to grab atten- 
tion in opposition in Bonn. 

“People don’t think the 
SPD has economic compe- 
tence any more,” ZDF 
national television com- 
mented. “In Berlin, people 
don’t even think it would do 
a better job at fighting 
unemployment than the 
CDU. 

“That’s an alarm signal 
for all Social Democrats. It 
shows the causes of the 
defeat go deep and that 
questions of personalities 
alone are not nearly enough 
to explain the debacle.” 


Party leadership role for Suu Kyi 
ruled illegal by Burmese government 


RANGOON, Burma (Agen- 
cies) — Burma’s military 
government has ruled that 
pro-democracy leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi’s reappoint- 
ment to a leadership role in 
her political party is illegal, 
a government official said 
Monday. 

The ruling by the Election 
Commission, which regu- 
lates all political parties, 
cited a 1991 rule banning 
further changes in party 
leadership, a commission 
member who demanded 
anonymity said. 

Suu Kyi, who was freed 
from six years of house 
arrest in July, was reinstated 
on Oct. 9. as general secre- 
tary of the ‘National League 
for Democracy, which she 
helped found. 

The Election Commission 
ruling also prevents Tin Oo 
and Kyi Maung, former 
political prisoners released 
in March, from assuming 
their new posts as vice 
chairmen. 

The National League for 
Democracy was forced to 
expel Ms. Suu Kyi, Tin Oo 
and Kyi Maung in 1991 to 
retain its status as a legal 
party. A government regula- 
tion proscribed parties from 
having members who were 
charged with offenses by 
the state. 

Ms. Suu kyi was detained, 
but never tried, on charges 
of endangering national 
security. 

Changes in party leader- 


ship must be submitted in 
writing to the Election 
Commission. The commis- 
sion informed the National 
League for Democracy of 
its ruling last week. 

The commission member 
said the party can still func- 
tion legally with its old 
leadership lineup. The 
party’s chairman is Aung 
Shwe, a former military 
leader. 

The National League for 
Democracy won a landslide 
victory in 1990 elections, 
but the military government 
refused to hand over power. 

Instead, it said that the 
elections were to set up a 
national convention to draw 
up guidelines for a new con- 
stitution. The ongoing con- 
vention has been labeled a 
sham by human rights 
organisations because oppo- 
nents of the regime have not 
been allowed to participate. 

Many government oppo- 
nents are still in prison or 
exile. 

The government assumed 
power in 1988 after slaugh- 
tering thousands of pro- 
democracy demonstrators 
on the streets of Rangoon 
and other major Burmese 
cities. It has set no date for a 
return to civilian rule. 

Meanwhile fuelled by 
age-old nationalism and the 
spoils of the opium trade, 
fighting is intensifying in 
Burma’s remote Golden 
Triangle between the coun- 
try’s two most powerful 


guerrilla armies. 

Commanders of the ethnic 
minority Wa army, allied 
with Burma’s military gov- 
ernment since a 1989 cease- 
fire, vowed Monday to push 
guerrillas loyal to the Shan 
opium warlord Khun Sa out 
of the hills in this region of 
northeastern Burma. 

“We must fight Khun Sa 
and defeat him or else he 
will completely swallow the 
Wa people like be has done 
to so many other groups.” 
said Lin Wen, a senior 
United Wa State army com- 
mander. 

Several thousand Wa rein- 
forcements have been 
brought down from their 
headquarters area in north- 
ern Shan state on the border 
with China to this region in 
the south of the state, near 
the Thai frontier to battle 
Khnn Sa’s army since the 
current round of fighting 
began in June. 

Another 2,000 reinforce- 
ments are on their way and 
more will be brought in 
until Khun Sa’s fighters are 
driven out of the area, Lin 
Wen said. 

The Burmese government 
has given permission for 
Wa troops to move from the 
north through government 
territory and mule caravans 
are travelling with them 
from the government town 
of Mong Hsat, loaded with 
mortar bombs, rocket 
grenades and other ammu- 
nition. 


Social Democrats make biggest 
gains in Swiss parliamentary polls 


BERN, Switzerland (AP) 
— In a sign of future strug- 
gles over European Union 
membership, Switzerland’s 
main pro-and anti-European 
parties have emerged the 
biggest winners in national 
parliamentary elections. 

Both sides immediately 
claimed victory, setting the 
scene for wrangling on 
whether the Alpine nati on 
should throw its weight 
behind continental integra- 
tion or continue in splendid 
isolation. 

The European issue was 
the top theme in an election 
campaign which also 
included “high” unemploy- 
ment of 4 per cent, the slug- 
gish economy, drug prob- 
lems and the environment 

Final results were expect- 
ed Monday. The outcome 
will not prompt any change 
in government in one of the 
wodd’s most politically sta- 
ble countries. The four- 
party coalition which has 
ruled since 1959 will con- 
tinue to hold office under 
what the Swiss call their 
“magic formula” consen- 
sus. 

Returns from die majority 
of cantons (states) and tele- 
vision projections showed 
the left-of-centre Social 
Democrats made unexpect- 
edly high gains to become 
the biggest faction in the 
four-party coalition govern- 
ment for the first time in 20 


years. 

They were set to gain 
about 12 seats to boost their 
share in the 200-seat 
National Council, or lower 
house, to 53 seats. Most of 
the gains were in urban 
areas and many were at the 
expense of the Greens. 

“What’s important in the 
next four years is that .... we 
at some stage finally make 
the opening toward 
Europe,” said Social 
Democrat Chairman Peter 
Bcxtenmana. 

Backed by young support- 
ers, the Socialists argued 
that Switzerland cannot 
continue to be an island of 
old-fashioned neutrality in a 
rapidly changing Europe. 

Even with the Socialist 
gains, the government is 
unlikely to force through a 
decision on Europe. It is 
still stinging from a 1992 
referendum in which a slim 
majority voted against a 
lucrative European free 
trade area. 

Christoph Blocher, a mil- 
lionaire industrialist who 
leads the anti-European 
drive, maintained that a 
decision to apply for 
European Union member- 
ship would be delayed until 
the next century because of 
his campaign. 

‘I'm more than happy 
with the outcome," declared 
Mr. Blocher. His Swiss 
People’s Party gained its 


best result in more than 60 
years thanks to its newly- 
strideot message that Swiss 
independence reigns sup- 
reme. The party was set to 
gain 30 seals. 

Of die remaining, centrist 
coalition parties, the 
Christian Democrats lost 
some ground, while the 
Radical Democrats did bet- 
ter than expected. Together 
they were expected to hold 
about 80 seats. 

The parties outside the 
governing coalition fared 
the worst The Greens suf- 
fered the biggest losses, 
while extreme right-wing 
parties which bad advanced 
at the 1991 elections were 
stopped. 

Turnout appeared to be 
low. Only 46 per cent of the 
4.5 million electorate had 
voted in 1991. 

The lack of interest can be 
explained by a “democratic 
overdose.” with just 
100,000 signatures enough 
to force a national referen- 
dum, the Swiss vote on 
everything from gasoline 
price hikes to anti-vivisec- 
tion laws. 

Since the last parliamen- 
tary elections in 1 991, vot- 
ers have tramped to the 
polls about 14 times to give 
their view on dozens of 
nationwide issues and hun- 
dreds of local ones. 


Trial of 
Japan cult 
guru may 
be delayed 

TOKYO (R) — The mur- 
der trial of the leader of 
Japan’s Aum doomsday 
cult may be delayed 
beyond its scheduled 
Thursday opening because 
his only lawyer was taken 
to hospital after a car acci- 
dent, news reports said 
Monday. 

Lawyer Shoji Yokoyama, 
67, was involved in a 
minor accident in Tokyo 
Sunday. Initially Mi: 
Yokoyama said be was not 
hurt but after examination 
Monday he was asked to 
stay in hospital for treat- 
ment for whiplash, the 
Kyodo News Agency said. 

Sboko Asahara, guru of 
Aum Shinri Kyo (Supreme 
Truth) sect, is accused of 
master mindin g the Tokyo 
subway attack. Eleven peo- 
ple died and 5,500 passen- 
gers were taken ill in the 
attack. 

Trials for serious crimi- 
nal cases in Japan cannot 
be held without the pres- 
ence of at least one lawyer. 
It was not clear if Mr. 
Yokoyama could make it to 
the opening session. 

When the accident 
occurred, Mr. Yokoyama 
was heading for police 
headquarters to sefe Mr. 
Asahara. Mr. Yokoyama 
was in a car driven by an 
Aum follower which was 
hit by two other cars when 
the driver tried to make an 
illegal U-turn. No one else 
was hurt. 

Local newspapers said 
8,000 police would be 
mobilised for security duty 
if the trial goes ahead 
Thursday. 

The Mainichi Shimbuh 
said hundreds of riot police 
will be on duty at the 
Tokyo District Court scene 
of the trial, and the police 
headquarters where Mr. 
Asahara is in custody. 

Police will also patrol 
major subway and railway 
terminals, underground 
malls, buildings housing 
the Justice Ministry, the 
Education Ministry and the 
Tokyo metropolitan gov- 
ernment as well as homes 
and officers of judges and 
prosecutors. 

Their main aim would be 
to thwart any attempted 
attacks by Aum culrists to 
either disrupt the trial or 
free Asahara. Mainichi 
said. An attack by ultra- 
right activists was another 
possibility. 

An spokesman for the 
Metropolitan Police 
Department (MPD) said be 
could not confirm the 
Mainichi report 

Except for events such as 
the summit of the group of 
seven industrialised states, 
the mpd does not reveal the 
number of officers 
involved in a specific secu- 
rity operation, he said. 


File photo of former South Korean President Roh Tae-Woo (Left), at the centre of _a 
$500 million slush fund scandal, with his security chief Lee Hyong-Woo in the presi- 
dential Blue House in February 1988 (AFP photo) 

S. Korea’s Roh faces slush fund probe 


SEOUL (R) — Former 
South Korean President 
Roh Tae-Woo Monday 
faced mounting calls to 
explain a 4S.5 billion won 
(S63 million) political slush 
fund manag ed by his one- 
time top security aide. 

The stock market slipped 
in a fit of anxiety over the 
allegations by the aide, with 
banking shares particularly 
hurt by worries that an 
investigation of the scandal 
might extend to all banks. 

Opposition parties 
demanded Mr. Roh’s arrest, 
while the ruling Democratic 
Liberal Party said the for- 
mer militaiy-backed presi- 
dent must be held to 
account. 

“Senior members of our 
party have agreed that ex- 
Presidem Roh can’t avoid 
investigation as his former 
security chief said he 
received the money directly 
from him,” a ruling party 
spokesman told reporters. 

Fmance and Economy 
Minister Hong Jae-Hyong 
told reporters tax authorities 
will probe corporations or 
individuals to find out if 
they evaded taxes in con- 
nection with the scandal. 

An opposition 

Democratic Party 

spokesman demanded Mr. 


Roh apologise for the scan- 
dal that threatens to lift the 
lid on decades of political 
corruption. 

“Former President Roh 
should be arrested immedi- 
ately and investigated,” the 
spokesman said. 

The former security aide, 
Lee Hyun-Woo, stepped 
forward Sunday to declare 
he personally managed 
what he described as a 48.5 
billion won ($64 million) 
slush fond used by Mr. Roh. 

On Sunday state media 
reported Mr. Lee as telling 
prosecutors the size of the 
slush fond was 30 billion 
won ($39 million). 

But on Monday he said 
Mr. Roh withdrew 12.1 bil- 
lion won (S16 million) at 
the end of his five-year term 
in 1993 and the balance of 
36.4 billion won ($47 mil- 
lion) from the fond was now 
kept in the Shinhan Bank. 

Nlr. Roh has made no pub- 
lic comment since the scan- 
dal broke Thursday last 
week when an opposition 
lawmaker accused him of 
controlling 400 billion won 
(S522 million) of slush 
money. 

He has declined all com- 
ment since Mr. Lee’s stater 
ment. Earlier, his office 
quoted him as denying any 


wrongdoing. 

Yonhap News Agency 
Monday quoted Mr. Roh's 
personal secretary Park 
Young-Hoon as saying: 
“We don’t have any plan to 
announce our position in 
connection with this case 
today”. 

Mr. Park was quoted as 
saying Mr. Roh ordered Mr. 
Lee to open the Shinhan 
accounts but did not know 
details about how they were 
operated and was “surprised 
to hear the accounts held 
part of the slush funds". 

Mr. Lee. once Mr. Roh's 
top bodyguard and later 
director of the Agency for 
National Security Planning. 
Seoul’s equivalent of the 
U.S. Central Intelligence 
Agency, said the money 
was used to cover a shortfall 
in the president's office 
budget. 

He told reporters Monday 
he deposited and withdrew 
money from the accounts on 
Mr. Roh’s instructions. 

Asked by a reporter 
whether Mr. Roh knew that 
tens of billions of won was 
left over from a political 
fund. Mr. Lee said: "He 
roughly knew although he 
did not know the exact 
size.” 


N, Korea says infiltration faked, 
slams U.S.-S. Korean exercise 


SEOUL (AFP) — North 
Korea Monday reaffirmed 
accusations that U.S. and 
South Korean troops had 
staged last week’s spying 
incident on the demilita- 
rized zone, monitors said. 

“The ‘incident’ is really a 
clumsy drama ... a co-pro- 
duction directed by a poor 
scenario,” the North’s 
mouthpiece Korean Central 
News Agency (KCNA) said 
of an infiltrator shot dead by 
Sooth Korean troops last 
Tuesday. 

One spy, said by the South 
to come from North Korea, 
was shot dead in the demili- 
tarized zone. A second man- 
aged to escape back to the 
North. 

Commenting on a United 
Nations Command protest, 
which North Korean army 
officers refused to accept, 
KCNA, monitored in 
Tokyo, said it was “foolish” 


to try to take the matter 
through the Armistice 
Commission which “has 
been destroyed so seriously 
... it cannot be revived.” 

North Korea contends the 
armistice is out of date, and 
is urging the United States 
to make a bilateral peace 
treaty, excluding South 
Korea, a position rejected 
by Seoul and Washington. 

KCNA also slammed an 
ongoing joint training exer- 
cise in the South, charging 
that it was an “undisguised” 
violation of its nuclear 
accord with Washington. 

A note accompanying the 
October 1994 agreement 
struck in Geneva that result- 
ed in North Korea halting 
its suspect nuclear pro- 
gramme was not made pub- 
lic, but for the past two 
years South Korean and 
U.S. troops have cancelled 
their annual Team Spirit 


war games in deference to 
the accord. 

•KCNA. quoting a 
spokesman for the 
Committee for the Peaceful 
Reunification of the 
Fatherland, called the cur- 
rent Foal Eagle 95 exercise 
a “replica of the Team Spirit 
nuclear war exerxcise,” and 
demanded it be halted. 

“If the United States and 
the South Korean puppets 
continue to aggravate the 
•situation on the Korean 
peninsula ... they will be 
wholly responsible for the 
consequences,” the spokes- 
man warned. The U.S.- 
South Korean Command 
has said Foal Eagle involves 
rear-area preparedness exer- 
cises, command and control 
response, amphibious land- 
ings and anti-air and ground 
defence. 


Mexico rebels, government 
reach accord on Indian rights 


SAN CRISTOBAL DE 
LAS CASAS, Mexico (R) 
— Zapatista rebels and gov- 
ernment envoys finished the 
latest round of peace talks 
in the southern state of 
Chiapas Sunday with agree- 
ments both sides hope will 
grant greater rights for 
Mexican Indians and open 
the door to peace. 

After five days of meet- 
ings in this colonial high- 
lands city, both sides agreed 
that Mexico’s indigenous 
people need greater autono- 
my and political power as 
part of any overall peace 
settlement, officials said. 

At the end of talks late 
Sunday, officials presented 
several thick documents 
outlining basic principles of 
indigenous rights and polit- 
ical reforms, although many 
of the details will have to be 
worked out in later rounds 
of talks. 

Among other things, the 
documents outline the cre- 
ation of autonomous indige- 


nous communities with 
legal powers and contem- 
plate expanding Mexico’s 
local legislative bodies to 
allow greater Indian repre- 
sentation. 

“It is important to modify 
the prevailing laws to per- 
mit indigenous people to 
organise themselves” one 
of the documents said. 

The mood at the talks was 
noticeably more friendly 
than during previous rounds 
of negotiations, during 
which each side accused the 
other of an unwiUingess to 
negotiate. This time around, 
both sides praised the other. 

“The (Zapatista) delega- 
tion was disposed to dia- 
logue," the government said 
in an unusual statement fol- 
lowing the talks. 

‘The balance of what we 
have acheived so far shows 
that the problems (of the 
Indians) are being looked at 
in depth and that there are 
serious efforts to find solu- 
tions," the Zapatista rebels 


said in a statement released 
Sunday and dated Oct. 21, 
before the conclusion of the 
talks. 

During the talks, both 
sides were joined by dozens 
of independent specialists 
who have laid out their rec- 
ommendations for Indian 
autonomy. “The experience 

of these past few days have 
been possible because of the 
contributions from these 
people,” the Zapatistas said. 

As a sign of how much 
things had changed since 
the Zapatistas launched 
their rebellion on January, 
1994, rebels walked freely 
about the town near to 
dozens of Mexican soldiers. 

The Indians, dressed in 
brightly-coloured Mayan 
clothing, still kept their 
identities hidden with their 
trademark ski-masksr. 

At least 150 people were 
killed when the Zapatistas 
launched their rebellion, but 
there has been little fightine 
since then. 


Singer pulls out of 
Irish TV show 

DUBLIN. Ireland (AP) — 
Rickie Lee Jones pulled out 
of an Irish television show 
after producers refused to 
allow her to sing a song 
that could oftepd some reli- 
gious sensibilities. The 
sure RTE television nw- 
work said it feunrd the song 
__ called 'The Altar Boy” 

would be misinterpreted 

in Ireland, where several 
Catholic priests have been 
accused of sexually abus- 
ing altar boys. Jcmes said 
RTE’s decision not to let 
her sing the song on the 
“Kenny Live” programme 
on Saturday, was “based on 
current news and not on the 
lyrical content of my work. 
Had I not been asked to 
withdraw this ^ong on this 
basis. I might have been 
performing another song. 
But to do so undeT these 
circumstances would be to 
condone censorship.” she 
said. The Altar Boy. written 
three vears ago. tells die 
story of “a chaste man who 
strived to maintain his 
commitment to the pure 
faith in the face of tremen- 
dous temptation,” Jones 
said. Kenny Live producer 
Noel Curran said the song 
title could have been mis- 
understood because “of 
recent controversies.” But 
he denied Jones had been 
censored and insisted that 
the decision was made 
“purely on a programming 
basis." 


Actress enjoys 
exploration of sex, 
violence in movies 

NEW YORK (AP) — 
Actress Holly Hunter does- 
n’t agree that movies have 
‘too much sex and violence. 
T enjoy an exploration of 
sex. I enjoy an exploration 
of violence. That’s why I 
go see movies. That’s why 
I go see plays. Because 
usually you find out a lot 
about who people are." the 
actress says in W maga- 
zine's November issue. 
One of Hunter’s latest 
movies. Copycat, doesn't 
shy away from violence — 
it's about a serial killer who 
copies well-known mur- 
ders. Hunter plays a homi- 
cide detective trying to get 
a forensic psychologist 
(played by Sigourney 
Weaver) to save the day. 
Hunter is also starring iu 
Home For The Holidays, 
directed by Jodie Foster. 


Tiny Matisse 
watercolour to 
fetch big francs 

PARIS (R) — A water- 
colour by Henri Matisse 
which bung above a bed- 
room door in a quiet Paris 
flat for 80 years goes 
briefly on public display 
next month before being 
sold at auction. Just 31 cm 
high and framed in crusty 
gold cardboard, the por- 
trayal of five nudes danc- 
ing hand-in-hand in a circle 
is the last of the celebrated 
“La Danse” paintings still 
in private bands. It will be 
shown for three days at the 
Drouot Auction House 
before being auctioned oo 
Nov/ 30. Art expert Jean- 
Marcel Camard believes it 
will fetch more than six 
million francs ($1.2 mil- 
lion). 


Gamblers swarm 
to Greece’s new 
casinos 

LOUTRAKI, Greece (R) 
— ■ Las Vegas-style gam- 
bling has come to this 
Greek seaside resort and 
the punters are flocking in 
for the chance to win, or 
lose, a fortune. “This is a 
slow day," said casino gen- 
eral manager Tony 
Saracine. “We have an 
average of about 1,800 
clients daily and 3,000 on 
Saturdays. Greece is very 
good business as Greeks 
are fanatical gamblers,” 
With 20 slot machines and 
40 tables for roulette/ 
blackjack, dice and poker, 
the Loutraki Casino is 
among the biggest in 
Europe. It grossed more 
than $3 million in the first 
two weeks after it opened 
Sept. 12. 
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Security forces prepare for a cordorf-and-search operation in the Sri Tankan capital of Colombo following tight 
security measures enforced in the wake of Tamil Tiger guerrilla attacks on key oil reserves (AFP photo) 

Russia closes registration for parliamentary polls 


MOSCOW (R) — More 
than 40 political parties sub- 
mitted applications to run in 
Russia’s parliamentary elec- 
tion before Sunday’s mid- 
night deadline but only 
eight of them can be confi- 
dent they will be allowed 
into the race. 

The depaty bead of the 
Central Electoral Commi- 
ssion, Alexander Ivan- 
chenko, told a news confer- 
ence Monday that most of 
the 43 applicants had turned 
up with the required 
200,000 signatures of sup- 
port in the final hours of the 
countdown. 

The deadline passed 
before commission staff had 
finished stamping the peti- 
tions of support for the 
Democratic Russia Move- 
ment, so the group which 
led President Boris Yeltsin 
to power in 1990 is out of 
the contest, Mr. Ivanchenko 
said. 

But Mr. Yeltsin’s key ally, 
Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin’s bloc Our 
Home Is Russia, is one of 


the eight groups whose reg- 
istrations for the Dec. 17 
poll have already been offi- 
cially announced. 

Also among the certain 
runners are the president's 
main opponents. Commu- 
nists, Agrarians and ultra- 
nationalists. 

Papers submitted by 35 
other groupings will be 
scrutinised by the commis- 
sion in the next 10 days for 
possible mistakes and delib- 
erate violations of regula- ‘ 
tions, Mr. Ivanchenko said. 

Electoral Commission 
head Nikolai Ryabov told 
reporters Saturday that 
police bad investigated 
complaints of bribery, 
doorstep threats and other 
sharp practices by party 
workers. 

He said reported abuses 
included buying votes, 
veiled threats and the wide- 
spread practice by many 
party workers of claiming 
the affiliation of well- 
known people, without their 
knowledge, to win support. 

. “We have sent certain 


complaints to the Interior 
Ministry and they will take 
sanctions,” Mr Ryabov 
said. 

Even after formal registra- 
tion, a political bloc may be 
expelled from the election 
race for violating the rules 
of the campaign. 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
quoted members of the 
Electoral Commission as 
predicting that about 30 
political parties would make 
it through to the polls at 
which 450 seats in the State 
Duma, the lower bouse of 
parliament, will be contest- 
ed. 

Mr. Ryabov has said hav- 
ing so many political parties 
is more likely to make a 
mess of the election than to 
contribute to democracy in 
Russia. 

He has said voters may be 
confused by having to make 
their choices from a long 
line of parties, most of 
which lack any definite 
political orientation. 

The atmosphere around 
the checks by the Electoral 


Commission became more 
heated after a statement by 
Mr. Yeltsin last week that 
his aim was not to allow 
Communists or ultra- 
nationalists to win the poll. 

The Communists struck 
back, saying that any pres- 
sure on them during the 
campaign should be viewed 
as inspired by Mr. Yeltsin. 
Mr. Ivanchenko brushed off 
suggestions of possible 
bias. 

“The Central Electoral 
Commission bases its work 
on the appropriate federal 
law and presidential state- 
ments cannot effect its 
work,” be said. 

A total of 225 seats in the 
Duma will be decided by 
party lists. The other half 
will be derided tty voting in 
single-mandate constituen- 
cies. 

Competing parties will 
have to win at least five per 
cent of the .total vote to 
enter the Duma. 


Yeltsin tightens grip on F oreign Ministry 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
President Boris Yeltsin is 
extending his personal con- 
trol over Russia’s Foreign 
Ministry because of his dis- 
satisfaction with Foreign 
Minis ter Andrei Kozyrev, 
an aide said. 

Sergei Medvedev, Mr. 
Yeltsin's spokesman, said 
Ml Kozyrev remained in 
his post for now — despite 
fierce criticism of his work 
by the president and 
Russian parliament. 

But he confirmed Mr. 
Yeltsin would name a 
deputy to help coordinate 
the ministry’s work on his 
behalf, indicating that be is 
ready to accept almost com- 
plete personal responsibility 
for foreign policy. 

“The president thinks it 
necessary to coordinate all 
foreign policy activities 


himself,” Mr. Medvedev 
told a news conference dur- 
ing the United Nations’ 50th 
anniversary celebrations. 

“He is not satisfied with 
the work of the foreign min- 
ister and sees ways to make 
the ministry’s work better ... 
Boris Nikolayevich 

(Yeltsin) has drawn atten- 
tion to the need to select a 
deputy to Kozyrev to cany 
out organisational work,” he 
said. 

Ml Medvedev gave no 
firm clues to the long-term 
future of the embattled min- 
ister, but denied die doubts 
over his future were affect- 
ing his work alongside 
Yeltsin at the U.N. meeting. 

Mr. Yeltsin said last 
Thursday he was looking 
for a replacement for Mr. 
Kozyrev, who has forged 
ties with the west in bis five 


years in office but is 
accused in Russia of letting 
Moscow be sidelined in 
international peace moves 
for Bosnia. 

He later clarified his com- 
ments by saying Ml 
K ozyrev, 44, would stay for 
now, although a deputy 
would be appointed to help 
coordinate the ministry's 
work. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s apparent 
readiness to be even more 
closely identified with for- 
eign policy than now is 
risky. 

Nationalists and 

Communists have sharply 
criticised Russian foreign 
policy and only the adop- 
tion of a tougher stance 
against the West would be 
likely to appease them. 
Such moves could endanger 
ties with the West 


Mr. Medvdedev said the 
shadow banging ova 1 Mr. 
Kozyrev had not had any 
impact on Russian talks on 
the sidelines of the U.N. 
anniversary celebrations. “It 
has not affected the talks ” 
he said. 

Mr. Yeltsin has held sever- 
al meetings with world 
leaders attending the gather- 
ing and has a summit with 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
outside New York Monday. 
Mr. Kozyrev had dinner 
with U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher 

Saturday. 

“Everything bears witness 
to the fact that Mr. Kozyrev 
is continuing work, continu- 
ing to hold negotiations and 
continuing to carry out his 
duties,” Mr. Medvedev said. 


World leaders pay homage to U.N. 
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Castro paid 
the United 
Nations on its 50th anniver- 
sary, but could not agree 
Sunday on bow to make the 
world body more credible in 
the 21st century. 

At the same time, there 
was no sentiment from any 
comer of the world to weak- 
en the United Nations, with 
many developing countries 
demanding it rake a far 
greater role in economic 
policy and projects that 
would benefit them. 

“The new agenda of the 

United Nations with its 
heavy emphasis on peace- 
keeping operations has 
impacted adversely on the 


Sri Lanka. 
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not pay. 

Mr. Clinton, who opened 
the three-day anniversary 
celebrations, said the world 
still needed the United 
Nations. “And so for anoth- 
er 50 years and beyond, you 
ftfln count the United States 

■ 99 

ID. 

But Irish President Mary 
Robinson warned that “if 
we do not infuse the United 
Nations ... with a new 
strength of purpose and a 
new sense of direction I fear 
that the praise we give to 
the U.N. from this rostrum 
over these days will come in 
time to be read as its epi- 
taph.” 

United Nations staff, how- 
ever, this week are doing 
what they can do well — 
or ganising a world event 
which saw Ml Clinton, Mr. 
Yeltsin, Ml Castro and 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat on the same podium 
in the same two hours. 

With more than ISO prime 
ministers, presidents, kings 
and other officials converg- 
ing on New York for the 
largest summit in history, 
the main events went 
smoothly. 

On Monday Ml Clinton 
and Russia's President 
Yeltsin hold a day-long 
meeting on the Balkans 
away from New York City. 

Mr. Clinton pledged to 


find ways to make Congress 
pay the $1.25 billion that 
the United States owes to 
the United Nations, mainly 
for expanding peacekeeping 
ventures. 

He also promised “that the 
United States will be there 
with our friends and allies” 
to help secure peace in 
Bosnia if the combatants 
reach an accord during 
peace talks next week. 

But minutes later Ml 
Yeltsin said Russia would 
contribute troops to a peace- 
keeping force only if they 
were subject to a strict 
Security Council mandate, 
directly opposing Ml 
Clinton's move to have it 
commanded by NATO. 

The United States and 
Russia then differed over 
who should control future 
peacekeeping troops in 
Bosnia, a key issue in their 
Monday meeting in Hyde 
Park, New York. 

Add comments were not 
lacking as New Zealand and 
Japan attacked France and 
China again over their 
resumption of nuclear test- 
ing. 

Portuguese President 
Mario Soares criticised the 
“outrageous situation” in 
East Timor, whose 
decolonisation be said bad 
been “brutally interrupted” 
by 20 years of Indonesian 


occupation. 

And Iran’s Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Veiayati 
condemned wbat be called 
United States “economic 
terrorism” and “self-arro- 
gated leadership” in the 
United Nations. 

But for sheer pagentry, it 
was Mr. Castro who played 
a starring role in the United 
Nations and on the streets of 
New York. 

At the United Nations be 
cast himself as the 
spokesman of downtrodden 
s mall nations, demanding a 
democratisation of the 
world body and railing 
against the big powers* veto 
right in a speech that stuck 
to its five-minute limit 

Then he shucked his datk 
double-breasted suit to dou 
his trademark olive-green 
fatigues for a speech at a 
Harlem church and a trip 
down memory lane to the 
nearby Theresa Hotel that 
once gave him shelter. 

“The incredible thing is 
that I am still expelled. I am 
still being left out of the 
dinners and the receptions 
and the banquets as if noth- 
ing had changed all these 
years. It’s cold inside but 
it’s no longer the cold war,” 
he told tire crowd. 


25 soldiers, 50 Tamil rebels 
killed in Sri Lankan fighting 


COLOMBO, Sri Lanka 
(AP) — At least 25 soldiers 
and 50 Tamil rebels were 
killed in northern Sri Lanka 
over the weekend in the 
bloodiest fighting in the lat- 
est military offensive to 
capture die guerrilla strong- 
hold, a military official said 
Monday. 

More than 100 soldiers 
were wounded in Sunday's 
fighting dose 10 Jaffna, 300 
kilometres north of 

Colombo, the capital of Sri 
Lanka, a military official 
said on condition of 

anonymity. 

The government says its 
objective is to capture 
Jaffna, the headquarters of 
the Liberation Tigers for 
Tamil Eelam who have been 
fighting for a Tamil home- 
land in the north and east of 
Sri Lanka since 1983. More 
than 36,000 people have 
been killed. 

But the rebel resistance 
toughened even as thou- 


sands of soldiers, supported 
by battle tanks, artillery and 
warplanes, captured rebel 
regions close to Jaffna City. 
Military claims that the lat- 
est offensive launched last 
week is the biggest in the 
12-year ethnic war. 

Brigadier Saraih Muna- 
singhe, the military spokes- 
man, told reporters Sunday 
that at least 350 rebels and 
76 soldiers had been killed 
in the first five days of the 
offensive code named 
“Operation Sun Rays.” 
Another 500 rebels and 243 
soldiers have been injured 
in the fighting. 

On Sunday, warplanes and 
field guns pounded guerrilla 
positions throughout the 
day but the rebels fought 
back fiercely with mortar, 
rocket and machine gun 
fire. Troops, who were only 
eight kilometres from Jaffna 
Saturday, could advance 
less than one kilometre 
Sunday. 


The government has tight- 
ened security in Colombo 
and in villages in the north- 
east fearing more attacks by 
the rebels is a bid to halt foe 
offensive. 

On Saturday, the rebels 
shot and hacked to death 66 
Sinhalese civilians, includ- 
ing women and children, 
during attacks on three vil- 
lages in northeastern Sri 
-Lanka, the military said. 

The killings came a day 
after the militants took their 
battle to the Sri Lankan cap- 
ital, blowing up two large 
oil depots. Twenty-six peo- 
ple, including 23 military 
personnel, died in fighting 
that followed foe explo- 
sions. 

“We have taken additional 
security measures. ..These 
few weeks are very crucial 
because of the escalation of 
the offensive in Jaffna,” 
said Dharmasiri Sena- 
nayake, the minister for 
media, tourism and avia- 


tion, at a press briefing. 

The international airport, 
state-owned radio and tele- 
vision stations and a gov- 
ernment newspaper group 
were some of the installa- 
tions that have additional 
security deployed, said Mr. 
Senanayake. 

Police said ai least 500 
Tamils have been detained 
in cordon and search opera- 
tions for rebels in Colombo. 
Their antecedents will be 
checked before they are 
released. 

Peace talks between the 
two sides broke down last 
April and the rebels ended a 
three-month truce. More 
than 3.200 people have 
been killed since foen. 

Tamils, who comprise 18 
per cent of Sri Lanka’s 17 
million people, claim dis- 
crimination by the majority 
Sinhalese in education and 
jobs. The Sinhalese control 
the government and the mil- 
itary. 


Talks to resume as fighting continues in Chechenya 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Talks 
to resolve the Chechen con- 
flict are set to resume 
Tuesday in Grozny amid 
repeated violations of a 
ceasefire which each side 
blames on the other. 

Several people were killed 
and others wounded in 
Russian shelling of villages 
southwest of foe Chechen 
capital, a Chechen peace 
negotiator quoted by 
Interfax News Agency said 
Sunday. 

A spokesman for the 
Russian military command 
in Chechenya said the 
artillery fire was in response 
to attacks by Chechen sepa- 
ratists. He said fedoal 
forces bad come under fire 
from separatists 50 times in 
the past 24 hours and three 
Russian soldiers . -were 
wounded. - • — 

The talks were suspended 
on Oct 9 after Anatoly 


Romanov, the commander 
of foe Russian forces in foe 
tiny Muslim Caucasus 
republic, was seriously 
injured in an assassination 
attempt. He is still in a 
coma. 

Negotiations on imple- 
menting a July 30 demili- 
tarisation accord had been 
advancing painfully slowly 
even before they were sus- 
pended, but their resump- 
tion seems to indicate the 
Kremlin’s desire to see 
them through in foe face of 
hardliners in foe military 
who want to impose a solu- 
tion by force. 

At least 30,000 people, 
most of them civilians, have 
died since Russian troops 
marched into Chechenya in 
December to quell a three- 
year-old. independence 
drive. V. {; - 

Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin last week went so 


for as admitting that foe 
conflict could have been 
avoided, “so many people 
have been killed there,” he 
said. “It is foe biggest disap- 
pointment of my presiden- 
cy” 

Mr. Yeltsin and his negoti- 
ating team still faces strong 
pressure from hardliners on 
both sides. Defence 
Minister Pavel Grachev 
claimed Friday foal 6,000 
Chechens, backed by mer- 
ernaries from foe former 
Soviet Union and beyond, 
were planning large-scale 
military operations. 

But with only two months 
from legislative elections, 
continuance of the military 
option would be a clear lia- 
bility to Mr. Yeltsin’s sup- 
porters. 

In .a .cabinet meeting 
Thursday ■ Gen.- - Grachev 
was slapped down by Prime 
Minister Viktor 


Chernomyrdin when be crit- 
icised the effectiveness of 
foe negotiations. The pre- 
mier said everything possi- 
ble should be done to 
resolve foe problem by 
political means. 

Oleg Lobov, Mr. Yeltsin's 
special representative for 
Chechenya. was quoted by 
Interfax as saying in Grozny 
Saturday that foe president 
and the government were 
optimistic. 

But on foe ground the sep- 
'■aratists have not gone away. 
Their green flags fly once 
more in many places, 
including Grozny, where 
intease exchanges of fire 
can be heard on occasion. 

The process of reconstruc- 
tion in. foe cfevasated repute 
lie, meanwhile, has made no 
progress. 


Canada confused, upset by Quebec separatism 


OTTAWA (AFP) — Cana- 
dians living outside Quebec 
appear confused and upset 
by the desire of French- 
speaking Quebeckers to 
leave foe Canadian Con- 
federation. 

Quebeckers go to foe polls 
on OcL 30 in a referendum 
on die question of indepen- 
dence from foe rest of the 
nation. 

In general, the confusion 
and lack of understanfong 
for foe nationalist aspira- 
tions of foe Quebec sepa- 
ratists grows foe further one 
is away from Quebec. 

hi foe prairies — 
Saskatchewan. Manitoba 
and Alberta — and British 
Columbia, there is absolute- 
ly 00 comprehension of the 
need for a national 
Canadian policy of bilin- 
gualism and there appears 
to be resentment that 
Quebec’s 7.3 million people 
would want total constitu- 
tional equality with the rest 
of Canada in a nation of 29 
million people. 

These frustrations are 
probably best represented 
by the Reform Party which 
had overwhelming success 
in foe west in foe 1993 gen- 


eral election, increasing its 
parliamentary representa- 
tion to 52 seats from the 
single seat it had earned in a 
by-election during the pre- 
vious parliament. 

Reform also has one par- 
liamentary seat from 
Ontario, but none east of 
Ontario. It did not even 
field any candidates in 
Quebec, although it says 
that it will do so in the next 
general election — assum- 
ing Quebec is still part of 
Canada. 

Reform’s policies include 
abo lishin g bilingualism as a 
federal policy and as a con- 
dition of employment in foe 
higher echelons of the fed- 
eral government, leaving 
foe question of language to 
each of foe provincial gov- 
ernments. 

In the maritime provinces, 
foe fear is that a nation 
physically divided into two 
— with a separate state of 
Quebec in foe middle — 
will be as ungovernable as 
Pakistan was when it com- 
prised eastern Pakistan - 
now Bangladesh — and a 
western half, with India in 
between. 

Ironically, foe nationalist 


fervour in Quebec has 
sparked off dreams by a 
small minority in British 
Columbia and Alberta of 
those two provinces setting 
up their own separate states, 
or perhaps merging into a 
new nation of western 
Canada. 

.And this in turn has made 
easterners worry as all foe 
maritime provinces, com- 
posed of Prince Edward 
Island, New Brunswick, 
Nova Scotia and New- 
foundland, rely heavily on 
federal “transfer payments*’ 
to shore up their economy. 

Two of foe largest 
providers of these fends are 
Alberta and British 
Columbia. 

In New Brunswick, foe 
fears are also cultural. 

New Brunswick is foe 
only province of Canada 
which is officially bilingual, 
with roughly 40 per cent of 
its population being 
Francophone and foe other 
60 per cent Anglophone. 

The French of New 
Brunswick are, however, 
from different stock than 
foe majority of Quebeckers. 
They are Acadians and sur- 
vival a British purge of 


Francophone Roman 
Catholics before Quebec 
became part of Canada. 

In recent, years, the 
Acadians have proudly re- 
built their French roots, cul- 
ture and language. Canada’s 
current governor-general, 
Romeo Leblanc, is foe first 
Acadian ever to hold this 
post as head of state in 
Canada 

But Quebeckers still dis- 
tance themselves from other 
Franco-Can adiens, pointing 
out foal while the three 
prairie provinces were orig- 
inally settled by French 
immigrants, they have all 
become virtually English 
speaking with 

Francophones being forced 
to assimilate with the 
English-language society. 

The 1991 Canadian cen- 
sus tends to support this 
view, showing that 
1,000,000 Canadians living 
outside Quebec considered 
themselves Francophone, 
but less than 650,000 of 
them continued to speak 
French at home. 


Tourists flock to Asian sites on eclipse watch 


ANGKOR WAT, Cambodia 
(R) — Tourists flocked to 
some of Aria’s most mag- 
nificent rites Monday to 
watch foe rare shadow of a 
total solar eclipse. 

In Cambodia, tourists 
were arriving in their hun- 
dreds at the magnificient 
12th-century Angkor Wat 
Temple, die world’s largest 
religious structure, for 
Tuesday’s phenomenon. 

In north India, many 
chose the abandoned 
Moghul city of Fatebpur 
SOcri near foe Taj Mahal and 
site of the world’s largest 
gate, to watch the spectacle. 

The eclipse will fall par- 
tially on the Tty Mahal. 
.Four hot-air balloons were 
to videotape the shadow of 
the moon as it raced across 
foe dome of foe fabled won- 
der of foe world. 

Many, many more watch- 
ers gathered at other places 
in India, Pakistan. 


Bangladesh, Burma, Viet- 
nam, T hailan d and Malay- 
sia to experience foe brief 
spell of daytime darkness as 
the moon blocks foe sun. 

The moon’s shadow, 
which varies in size as it 
races along a band through 
South and South East Aria, 
will be about 100 kilome- 
tres wide at most 

At Angkor Wat. authori- 
ties beefed up security to 
keep away monument rob- 
bers, bandits and rebels of 
the outlawed Khm er Rouge 
guerrilla group for an 
eclipse foal will last one 
minu te and 53 seconds from 
1058 local time 10358 
GMT). 

Skies wep blue over the 
area with some clouds. 
However, some local resi- 
dents worried clouds or rain 
ought impair visibility. 

“We have strengthened 
security to protect foe mon- 
ument and the people com- 


ing to watch the phenome- 
non ” said Toan Chay, gov- 
ernor of Siem Reap 
province, where foe Angkor 
complex is located. Hotels 
in Siem Reap City were 
folly booked. 

The authorities confiscat- 
ed weapons from all bat a 
special 300-strong' police 
force, to protect the monu- 
ment and tourists from any 
hail of gunfire, traditionally 
unleashed by Cambodians 
at the right of a lunar or 
solar eclipse. 

Special Cambodia sun 
dances were being planned 
at Angkor Wat before and 
after the eclipse. 

In Malaysia’s Sabah state, 
where the eclipse will be 
seen for foe longest period 
on land — two minutes 14 
seconds — a carnival 
atmosphere prevailed. 

More than 500 astro- 
nomers, marine scientists 
and wildlife experts set up 


observatories on the North 
Borneo Island to study foe 
eclipse’s effects on plants, 
birds and other animals. 

According to ancient 
Hindu myth, an eclipse 
occurs when foe angry 
monster-god Rahu tries to 
swallow the sun, and the 
only way to prevent foe dis- 
aster is to scare Rahu away. 

People across parts of 
South and South East Aria 
will bang drums and pots 
and pans Tuesday to scare 
Rahu away. 

Brisk sales of protective 
wear have been reported 
across Asia and a debate 
raged in India between 
rationalists and astrologers 
over the effects of foe 
eclipse. 

In Thailand Tuesday's 
will be viewed clearly in 
some provinces and partial- 
ly in Bangkok. 
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MENA deserves chance 


LESS THAN a week is left before the 
convening of the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) economic s ummit here in 
Amman on Oct. 29. With preparatory work 
in fall swing to ensure the success of the 
conference, we are hoping that the outcome 
would place Jordan not only firmly on the 
political map of the region, bat also make the 
Kingdom an attractive centre for investment 
and economic project launching. 

While it is true that we cannot count on 
reaping automatic and immediate economic 
dividends from MENA, we «m at least 
expect that the hard work we have put in 
preparing and holding it will serve two goals 
at once. These are: focusing the attention of 
the international community on the possibili- 
ties of peace, stability and progress in the 
Middle East and North Africa, as well as 
gaming for Jordan itself marimnm advan- 
tage from the effort it has expended so far as 
the principal organiser of the conference. 

| When we talk about peace we certainly 
have . more in mind than reac hing political 
settlements between Israel and the Arab 
countries. The kind of peace that we hope 
would flourish should encompass inter-Arab 
relations which re main strained by past 
events and festered by mutual mistrust and 
suspicions. 

The Arab-Israeli conflict has dwarfed the 
Arab- Arab disputes for so long that it is high 
time that cooperation and coordination 
among Arab capitals assumed a higher pro- 
file on our agenda for the present and future. 
It would be tragic if resolving the Arab- 
Israeli conflict turns out to be easier than 
settling inter-Arab feuds and conflicts of 
interest. 

Through joint economic planning and 
coordination we have the best opportunity to 
heal all such wounds and establish the kind 
of regional institutions that would ensure for 
political settlements continuity and success. 
So it is indeed with sadness that we notice 
that some Arab capitals are hardly on talking 
terms, and that a number of those capitals 
have opted to stay away from Amman 
between Oct. 29 and 31 in a bid to weaken 
the resolve to build on peace. But then H 
might well be MENA’s job to prove they are 
wrong. 

On the other hand, Jordan has done well 
just to show that the summit <*an succeed 
before it begins. This the Kingdom ha$ done, 

we hope, by sparing no effort to prepare well 
for it. 


A COLUMNIST in Al Ra’i daily criticised the Arab leaders 
for only offering lip service to the Iraqi people over their 
present plight and for doing nothing to alleviate their 
sufferings. By remaining passive, the Arab leaders are 
accessories to the crime of genocide in Iraq where four 
million people are facing death due to starvation and where 
700,000 children died due to shortage of medicine and food 
as a result of the U.N.-imposed sanctions, said Samir 
Qtami. The writer said he was not demanding that the 
Arab countries lift the sanctions on Iraq because they are 
feeble to take such a step, but the Arab leaders should stop 
shedding crocodile tears over the sad situation in Iraq, 
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drugs to save Iraqis from starvation. By using the Iraqi 
people as human shields for the purpose of toppling the 
regime in Baghdad, the Arab leaders are accomplices to a 
cruse being committed by the enemies of the Arab Nation. 
Dr. Qtami said. He said the whole world realises that the j 
Iraqis no more possess weapons of destruction and have 
complied with ail U.N. resolutions, two facts that should , 
justify die termination of the sanctions. 
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Muslims, blacks, and supreme America 


WASHINGTON. D.C. — I have had the most enjoyable 
and educational experience this week of participating in a 
conference on U.S.-Arab relations while simultaneously 
following the reaction among the American establishment 
and middle class to the “million man march*' — last 
week's gathering of about half a million black men in 
Washington to focus on what they can do to stop the dete- 
rioration and degeneration of the black family and com- 
munity. While the two events were not directly related — 
my conference - and the black march — they do seem to be 
related in a manner that tells us much about contemporary 
American political culture and its interaction with the 
world. 

The predominant American reaction to events in the 
Arab World is a strong focus on the phenomenon of polit- 
ical Islam. Any discussion of the Arab World here quickly 
leads to the issue of Islamism, and, more specifically, the 
violence of some Islamists in Algeria, Egypt and Palestine 
or the political practice of so-called “Islamic” regimes in 
Iran or Sudan. The obvious and very concentrated 
American preoccupation with a small portion of political 
culture in the Arab-Islamic world is more than only soci- 
ologically interesting. I believe that it reveals much about 
the nature of U.S. political culture, and thus it behooves us 
to understand more intimately how and why the American 
establishment reacts as it does to the two phenomena in 
question here — political Islam, and the dynamic self- 
assertion of black men in the USA, led by the controver- 
sial leader of the Nation of Islam, Louis Farrakhan. 

In both cases, Arab and Iranian Muslims or American 
black men are expressing a brand of defiance that the 
American establishment finds both disturbing and threat- 
ening. The common theme of Arabs and blacks, in broad 
terms, is that the prevalent American policies and values 
of the last century or so have grievously denied 
Arabs/Muslims and blacks two very important things — a 
sense of security for one's family rooted in improving 
material standards of living, and a sense of dignity and 
humanity rooted in the acceptance of one’s culture and 
values by the mainstream majority of white Americans. 

Both Arab Islamists and black Americans like Louis 
Farrakhan represent something that is more troubling to 
the American majority than mere defiance — they offer 
an alternative. They both express anger at their treatment 
by the now globalising American political culture, but 


they also both express the will to organise their societies 
along moral and material lives that are somewhat differ- 
ent from the ways of the .American majority. In fact, I sus- 
pect chat the Islamist Middle East is the only place on 
earth today that is both trying to resist somewhat the 
wholesale transformation into a global America, while 
offering a credible alternative in terms of family, individ- 
ual and communal values and governance systems. Others 
who tried to do the same by asserting their cultural valid- 
ity and distinctiveness in the face of the American behe- 
moth — such as China or India — have given up, and 
signed up for the promise of American dollars and glitter. 
Only the Arab and other Middle Eastern Islamists hold on 
to the possibility that human beings can express their 
humanity and organise their societies in ways not neces- 
sarily made in the USA. 

The American ideological majority finds this most 
incomprehensible, bewildering and even threatening, and 
thus American policy responds with strong military and 
economic and diplomatic force against Middle East 
Isl amis ts. Few people in the USA have the time, desire or 
capacity to recognise that the violent Islamists who kill 
and oppress in the Middle East are in fact a small minori- 
ty that is rejected by the majority of Arabs. The U.S. finds 
it useful to exaggerate the importance and power of 
Middle Eastern Islamists, and to emphasise the great dan- 
ger it sees to U.S. interests should any Islamists come to 
power in places other than Iran and Sudan. The U.S. 
response to Middle Eastern Islamists is very interesting 
for its lack of thoughtfulness and rationality and democra- 
tic pluralism, because that response essentially comprises 
a narrow combination of violence by local proxies (Arab 
governments and Israel), threats by the USA, and an odd 
brand of old-fashioned moralising and preaching. The 
idea one hears so often from American officials — that 
they respect Islam but oppose violence — is not very 
credible because it is degraded by the obvious political 
vagrancy of the U.S. government's policy of ignoring the 
worsening suffering of the majority of Muslims in the 
Middle East, while perpetuating aid, political and other 
policies that tend to weaken the legitimacy of many Arab 
governments while promoting the credibility of opposi- 
tion movements, even some that engage in violence. 

The American government’s attitude to American blacks 
is similar, but not so obvious. The single greatest instni- 


Is it race or class that is splitting America? 


By Gwynne Dyer 

IS AMERICA a society' 
gradually splitting apart 
along racial lines, as the 
more apocalyptic commen- 
tators on the OJ. Simpson 
verdict would have us 
believe? Of course not. It is 
splitting, but the lines are 
about class, not race. 

“Most whites are basically 
indifferent to blacks, but 
they are certaintly not trying 
to oppress them or hold 
them down,” wrote Jared 
Taylor in his dissenting 
book about the failure of 
race relations in America, 
‘Paved With Good 
Intentions.’ “If the U.S. has 
a real problem, it is not 
whites hating blacks. It is 
much more a problem of 
blacks bating whites.” 

Taylor is closer to the 
truth than most people, but 
the definitions need to be 
tightened. Not all blacks 
hate whites, but the black 
under-class does, and who 
could blame them? (Like 
most oppressed people, they 
also hate themselves, which 
is why black teen-age males 
in the U.S. are six times 
likelier to be murdered — 
almost always by other 
blacks — than white teen- 
age males). 

Taylor is also right in say- 
ing that most American 
whites do not hate blacks. If 
they did, Colin Powell 
could never think of run- 
ning for president, for over 
80 per cent of American 
voters are still white. But 
most middle-class Amer- 
icans of all races sense the 
hatred of the black under- 
class and are terrified by it 

And many of the police 
who man the front lines 
against this black under- 
class in America’s big cities 
are racist, because that is 
what their working environ- 
ment teaches them. 
Relatively few are as bad as 
ex-Los Angeles Police 
Department detective Mark 
Fuhrman, the man whose 
tape-recorded racist ravings 
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happened? Because in both 
cases an overwhelming 
weight of evidence against 
the accused was swept aside 
by racist preconceptions of 
the truth. 

Yet there is no race war 
brewing in the U.S. It is a 
class war, and there are 
blacks on both sides of the 
barricades. 

The African-American 
population of the United 
States, according to the 
1990 census, was about 30 
million, or just around one- 
eighth of the total. 
According to the census 
rules, a household income 
of $35,000 a year makes a 
family middle-class — anrf 
9 million blacks met that 
criterion. 

Lyndon Johnson's Great 
Society • worked. 

Affirmative action worked. 
At least one-third of 
American blacks, and prob- 
ably more, have escaped 
from the under-class. In 
1970, only 153 per cent of 
blacks had any college edu- 
cation’ today the figure is 
483 per cent (compared to 
59.8 per cent for whites). 

The new black middle 
class is especially visible in 
the inner rin g of suburbs 


ihey were caught in mid- 
stream by a shift in the 
political climate when only 
a third had already made it 
onto the middle class. 

“Blacks r emain on the 
left, and everybody else has 
moved to the right,” 
observes political scientist 
William Schneider of the 
American Enterprise 
Instititute. “Blacks are the 
only constituency in this 
country who have no quar- 
rel with Big Government. 
Big Government saved 
them from slavery in the 
1860, and rescued them 
from segregation in tbe 
1970s” 

Just as most American 
Catholics and Jews contin- 
ued to vote Democratic for 
several generations after 
they escaped from the 
immigrant slums of the late 
19th century, so do 90 per 
cent of African-Americans 
continue to vote 
Democratic today. But two- 
thirds of white males voted 
Republican in recent U.S. 
elections, in a blacldash that 

was more abouf economics 

and gender, than race, and 
governments elected by 
those ’angry white males’ 
have stalled the process of 


Moreover, those astonish- 
ing statistics about one- 
third of American blacks in 
tbeir 20s being in jail, on 
probation or on parole at 
any given time actually 
understate tbe problem. For 
if another third of the black 
population has joined the 
middle class, then it means 
that literally half tbe young 
males in the under-class are 
trapped in the criminal jus- 
tice system. 

In the meantime, the 
nation’s police are left with 
the job of containing the 
nihilistic, insurrectionary 
populations of tbe black 
ghettoes, with no relief in 
sight It makes the best of 
them bitter. The worst of 
them become Fuhnnans, 
and even middle class 
blacks like O J. Simpson are 
not safe in their hands. 

That's not to say rhar 
Simpson is not a murderer. 
But if he wasn’t, F uhrman 
would have framed him 
anyway. 

Nicole Brown Simpson 
and Ron Goldman are dead, 
and no verdict would have 
brought them back. OJ. 
Simpson has filed for feder- 
al trademark registration of 
his name, listing over 120 


meat of U.S. government policy “ 

more black men in jails today than 

cation institutions. No wonder that some ^ half a munon 

black men heeded the call of Louis ^»i "«*“ 

The U.S. establishment's response to Famikhan ^ d hw 
half million men was fascinating to watch. , Jht main- 
stream majority here prefers to deny the validity of the 
message of black suffering and despair by tiisqu:Uif>uig 
S^ientials of the messenger- the very' contra -enud 
Mx. Farrakhan. This strategy will only backfire. I 
guess, because it will simply perpetuate the conditions in 
poor neighbourhoods that gave rise to the message and me 
messenger in the first place. It is interesting how similar 
are conditions in poor American slum neighbourhoods 
and poor Arab slum neighbourhoods today. 

Central Cairo and central Detroit have suddenly come 
very close together. It is no surprise that American blacks 
and Middle Eastern Muslims should both express anger at 
the dominant American political power .structure, and that 
they should express that anger in a vocabulary of nation- 
alist particularity and exclusivism that resists total sub- 
servience to tbe hegemony of American power. It is also 
interesting to see the central role of religion and religious 
leaders in leading the resistance to American domination. 
And finally, it is interesting to see the white power major- 
ity in the USA reacting in a similar way to the defiance of 
beaten men in the Middle East and in poor, urban America 
— reacting with violence, threats, preaching and a gener- 
al desire to ignore the real problems of the world rather 
than to come to grips with them. 

Many of the thoughts of Louis Farrakhan deserve to be 
criticised and ridiculed, just as many of the actions or 
ideas of Islamists in the Middle East can be criticised and 
objected to. But this is political immaturity and even irre- 
sponsibility, if it leads the U.S. government and power 
elite to ignore the suffering and needs of the millions of 
people who live in the tortured societies whence 
Farrakhan and M. Eastern Islamists em an ate. If the mes- 
sengers and even the messages are problematic for 
America, the underlying human needs of communities in 
despair should not be. These are instructive yet troubling 
times in America, both for America and the world that 
cannot any longer escape its powerful embrace. 
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Savins lives before MENA 


To the Editor: 

■ 

AT THE intersection outside our house the num- 
ber of collisions peaked during the summer, at 
about a rate of one per week. 

The damage ranged from minor, accompanied 
by much shouted acrimony, to major with the gar- 
den wall of the house diagonally opposite to ours, 
decimated and the occupants of the involved vehi- 
cles taken to hospital. Police have been sum- 
moned to the scene many times. 

Then miraculously, one month ago, two small 
stop signs appeared. Alas, the one on our side of 
the junction was toppled after a mere two weeks 
and after lying on the ground for several days, 
vanished altogether. 

At present, legion municipality workers are to be 
seen around West Amman busilv erecting benches 
and other eye-pleasing features to impress MENA 
conference participants. 

But it is probably too much to hope for the reap- 
pearance of our sign which might actually achieve 
something like saving life analirob. 

Catherine Redden, 

Urn Uthaina, 

Amman 


Demanding equal rights 


To tbe Editor: 

I CANNOT but totally agree with Mrs. Karen 
Asfour (Rights for Women, Jordan Times 
October 22) on the need for Jordanian women to 

flCC fill nohAnoliHr -L !1 r j- 


for the last 11 years STofa 

different nationality. She is a student at a 
Jot^ ansehooi and has been living in Jordan 

In mos t counties of the world one can obtain the 


■ » - r M *a “ - „■ “ * kllVAG IV1 

a tnimmam of 5 regardless of the fact that 
one of Ihe parents holds the citizenship by birth 
tfunk it is time that we gave equal rights to all cit- 
izens, regardless of the sexes and thus be true to 
the democracy we ail aspire to auc to 
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Now read all about it 

John Carvel on how the Guardian won a 
famous victory over the secretive legislators 
of the EU after a three-year battle for more 
freedom of information 
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THE GUARDIAN’S knock- 
out victory at the European 
Court in Luxembourg last 
week will, we hope, have 
some salutary effect on our 
opponents, the council of 
Ministers of the European 
Union (EU). The council is 
certainly the most powerful 
of the EU institutions, but 
there is no reason why jr 
should continue to be the 
most secretive and arrogant 

I brought the case as a pri- 
vate citizen and was sup- 
ported by the paper as an 
interested party. We acted 
because we thought the 
council behaved hyprocriti- 
I cally and unlawfully when it 
denied us access to docu- 
ments which should have 
been available under its 
freedom of information 
code. 

When I was posted to 
Brussels three years ago, I 
soon came to the conclusion 
that this council operated 
under rules which were 
alien to the European demo- 
cratic tradition. While 
preaching the virtues of 
transparency, it legislated 
behind closed doors. On 
most working days minis- 
ters would fly in from their 
national capitals to consider 
laws which, when passed 
would be binding on the 
ElTs 350 million citizens. 
But the citizens were not 
allowed to know what was 
being done in their name. 

In London the 
Eurosceptics tended to rant 
against the European 
Commission as if it was to 
blame for everything which 
diminished national sover- 
eignty. They got it wrong. 
The commission’s job has 
always been to propose new 
. laws and administer exist- 
■ ing ones. The real power to 
decide whether legislation 
passes — and in what form 
— lay with the ministers of 
member states, subject to a 
little tinkering at the margin 
by the MEPs. To that extent 
the council has operated like 
a parliament, but — unlike 
all the parliaments of 
Europe — the legislative 
stages of its deliberations 
were confidential and with- 
out a verbatim transcript 
Even the highly condensed 
minutes of decisions were 
classified. 

For those of us who had 
no objection in principle to 
the pooling of national sov- 
ereignty to achieve common 
European goals, this secre- 
tive approach was an affront 
to denwcracy. For others of 
a mare Enroscepric disposi- 


tion, it gave grounds for 
deep suspicion. Of course, 
plenty of information was 
given out on what went on 
in the secret legislative ses- 
sions. The latest drafts of 
directives were leaked sys- 
tematically and national 
spokesmen descended peri- 
odically to spin their rival 
lines about how their minis- 
ters were having an excel- 
lent influence. The journal- 
ists usually made a reason- 
able attempt at piecing 
together several sets of half- 
truths into more or less 
accurate reports. 

But the system ensured 
that a bedrock of unassail- 
able fact was never avail- 
able as of right to the citi- 
zens. It was never possible 
to state with absolute cer- 
tainty that a particular min- 
ister behaved in a particular 
way. The people could 
never hold their representa- 
tives accountable. 

At the outset, this unde- 
mocratic system may have 
been unavoidable. The 
Treaty of Rome was the 
result of a benevolent con- 
spiracy by the €lites of 
Europe to integrate their 
peoples to prevent them 
fighting another war. 
Treating legislation as if it 
was a form of secret diplo- 
macy was a pan of tins 
paternalist approach. 

Yet by the autumn of 1992 
— after the Danes voted 
against the Maastricht 
treaty, and the French nearly 
followed — it became obvi- 
ous to most of the players in 
the Brussels game that 
action had to be taken to 
make the decision-making 
process less remote. After 
more than a year of debate, 
the council agreed a code of 
conduct promising “the 
widest possible access to 
documents.” It came into 
force early last year. I was 
one of the first to put in an 
application under the code 
asking for three sets of 
council minutes and sup- 
porting papers from 
Cozeper, the committee of 
EU ambassadors which pre- 
cooks the ministerial agen- 
da. 

At the eDd of the month 
allowed under the code for 
reply, I received a letter 
from a Mr. Goebel, the 
council librarian responsi- 
ble far the freedom of infor- 
mation policy, who subse- 
quently be came known to 
document-seekers as Dn 
No. He enclosed a full set of 
documents from the Social 
Affair s Councils of October 


Israel may speed up pullout 


(Continued from page 1) 
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Hebron wfll pave the way for 
general elections. 

The elections, to a Palesti- 
nian autonomy council, wQJ 
take place on Jan. 22, accord- 
ing to Mr. Tsur, who sug- 
gested that a curfew should 
be placed on the towns if 
necessary to avoid demon- 
nations during the pullout. 

“We must protect the hon- 
our of oar army, which is 
leav ing certain parts of the 
WestBank after controlling it 
for years. 

“I can understand that (the 
Palestinians) are very happy 
to see the army leave the 
territories. But we must en- 
sure that tire army leaves in a 
honourable fashion.” 

Palestinians decorated 
Jenin on Monday as 
thousands of Israeli Arabs 
crowded into it to shop from 
its cheaper market two days 
before brad begins its hand- 


over of the dty. 

Jenin was festooned with 
Palestinian flags and stream- 
ers and men slapped fresh 
coats of beige paint on shops. 
They said the dty was never 
cleaner. 

Palestinians said by Sunday 
Israel had finished transfer- 
ring inmates from the prison 
in Jenin along with equip- 
ment and furniture. 

Senior PLO and Israeli 
security officers were to meet 
later on Monday to finalise 
arrangements for the entry of 
Palestinian police to the dis- 
trict. 

Palestinians said the shop- 
png rush was spurred by 
fears Israel will seal off the 
town during the handover. 
Israeli Arabs have tradition- 
alaly crossed into Jenin to 
shop at its market where 
goods go for half the price 
charged in Israel. 




Saudi blast toll rises to 8 

(Continued from page I) 


The bombing was the first 
known attack on a mosque in 
Saudi Arabia since Muslim 
fundamentalists stormed the 
Grand Mosque in Mecca in 
1979, triggering a bloody 


■ w 

Two Saudis, two Indians, 
an Egyptian and an unidenti- 
fied person were killed in- 
stantly when the mosque in 
Quba, 500 kilometres south- 
west of Riyadh was bombed 
Friday. 

The seventh fatality, iden- 


tified as Saeed Massoud A1 
Omri, was a Saudi. 

A1 Hayat, which is pub- 
lished simultaneously in Lon- 
don and Manama, quoted 
people in Quba as saying that 
villagers recognised toe bom- 
ber when his mask slipped as 
buried two bombs into the 
mosque. 

The official Saudi Press 
Agency reported Saturday 
that two other suspects had 
been arrested. It said they 
had denied any involvement 
in the bombing. 


and November 1993, which 
foamed the basis for a useful 
article about how Britain 
secured an opt-out from a 
directive against the 
exploitation of child labour. 
However, other documents 
from the Justice and 
Agriculture councils were 
withheld “to protect the 
institution's interests in the 
confidentiality of its pro- 
ceedings.” 

1 used an appeal proce- 
dures to challenge this rul- 
ing. In May 1994, a month 
after the deadline for reply, 
the EU foreign ministers 
rejected the appeal and told 
me that the social affairs 
material had been sent by 
mistake “owing to the nov- 
elty of the procedure for 
allowing public access.” 
This was the decision which 
landed the council in court. 
Its justification for refusing 
to release the documents 
was a catch-all clause in the 
code of conduct which 
allowed it to withhold any- 
thing in the interests of 
maintainin g confidentiality. 
But the council gave no rea- 
son for withholding these 
particular documents. In 
fact, we later discovered 
that there was a reason. In a 
panicky response to my tire- 
some demands, the council 
laid down a blanket ban on 
the disclosure of any min- 
utes which might reveal 
national points of view. We 
knew this from a leaked 
memo by the council's own 
legal service which admit- 
ted that officials were sys- 
tematically refusing access: 
but the memo could not be 
used in court without the 
council’s permission. 

Proposals were tabled to 
give middle-ranking offi- 
cials the power to decide 
which ministerial state- 
ments could safely be 
released. Since the commit- 
tee dealing with this matter 
was known in Brussels as 
the GAG — the Groupe 
Affaires General es — the 
prospects for greater open- 
ness were sounding bad. 

But help was at hand. The 
Guardian asked the 
European Parliament an3 
the governments of 
Denmark and the 
Netherlands — all strong 
supporters of openness — to 
intervene formally. We 
knew that such interven- 
tions at the European Court 
were normally limited to 
support for other member 
states or EU institutions. It 
was unprecedented for 
national governments to 


back a dozen against the 
other members of the 
Council of Ministers dub. 
But with careful lobbying 
we secured the help we 
wanted. 

The case achieved some 
celebrity across much of 
northern Europe, particular- 
ly in Sweden and Finland — 
exponents of maximum 
transparency — as those 
countries moved towards 
their referendums on join- 
ing the EU. Their admission 
into membership in January 
began to tilt the balance 
towards reform. Ireland 
joined the reformers, partly 
as a result of a revulsion 
against secrecy caused by 
the Irish beef-tribunal scan- 
dal. A middle group, includ- 
ing Britain, Austria, Greece 
and sometimes Spain, 
sometimes joined in to 
secure a majority for the 
open camp. After more than 
a year of written pleadings, 
the case «mie up far an oral 
hearing in July. The coun- 
cil’s lawyers assured the 
judges that it never operated 
a blanket ban on disclosure 
of minutes, but the Danes 
and the Dutch said this was 
untrue. The judges harried 
the council side with a 
series of probing questions. 

Earlier this month the 
council agreed a Danish 
proposal which ought to 
open up the minutes of 
future law-making sessions 
of the council. Last week 
the judges ruled that the 
council cannot hide behind 
ruies of procedure which 
gave more priority to confi- 
dentiality than to citizens' 
rights of access. 

The court found that the 
illegality of the ban on dis- 
closing minutes was so 
clear-cut that it did not have 
to examine the Guardian’s 
more far-reaching argu- 
ments that EU citizens have 
a fundamental right to know 
what happens when EU 
laws are made. This was a 
pity. Our case, based on the 
EU treaties, the European 
Convention of Human 
Rights and practice in the 
member states, seemed 
compelling. 

These are the ■ arguments 
which will, now inevitably 
be put at the 1996 inter-gov- 
ernmental conference to 
review the Maastricht 
treaty. Plans to give the pub- 
lic access to the first and 
third readings of the coun- 
cil’s legislative proceedings 
appear to be attracting con- 
sensus support from the 
member stales and commis- 
sion. For our part, we are 
content that we have nudged 
the debate in the right direc- 
tion and have established 
the first chapter of EU law 
on freedom of information. 
We have established the 
legal flow, but we are still a 
long way from the ceiling. 


PLO seeks mediation 


(Continued from page I) 


embassies in Nicosia. 

Capt. Kolidas said about 
30 people still had problems. 
Some had “false passports, 
others the mother is 
Lebanese, the father is from 
Jordan and the children were 
bom in Libya.” 

A Libyan government offi- 
cial boarded the Countess M 
to check the passports of the 
remaining passengers. 

The captain voiced relief 
that the crisis, at least for 
most of the Palestinian fami- 
lies, was over. 

“It was the worst experi- 
ence of my life because I was 
responsible for the safety of 
the ship and passengers,” 
said Capt. Kolidas, admitting 
that tension on board had 
spilled over into violence. 

“There was a lot of trouble 
on the ship because people 
did not know where they 
were going to go or what was 
going to happen to them. 
Between them they had dis- 
agreements. 

“They broke plates and 
threw trays of food at each 
other,” he said. 

“I didn't feel threatened 
because their problem was 


not against us. We looked 
after them, their problem was 
with people outside ignoring 
them,” said the Greek cap- 
tain. 

The passengers “apolo- 
gised for their anger” as they 
disembarked. 

In Copenhagen, a leading 
Palestinian official on Mon- 
day slammed the Libyan ex- 
pulsions of Palestinians as be- 
haviour contrary to the Mid- 
dle East peace process and 
appealed for international 
help to resolve the problem. 

“Qadhafi’s behaviour is 
contrary to the peace pro- 
cess. human rights and 
damaging to Arab relations, 
it does not help anybody,” 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity Planning and Internation- 
al Cooperation Minister Na- 
bil Shaath told a news confer- 
ence. 

“We must stop these Li- 
byan shenanigans somehow, 
sooner or later our interna- 
tional and Arab friends must 
help solve this problem,” he 
said. “It is negative to have 
Palestinians treated tike boat 
people.” 


U.S., smaller nations 


(Continued from page 1) 

• 

to the universal character of 
the United Nations, voiced 
concern over the rampant 
selectivity the organisation 
shows in several key fields. 

“Selectivity ... is rampant, 
whether in the fields of peace 
and security, disarmament, 
conflict resolution, peace- 
making, or areas of develop- 
ment, trade, environment 
and human rights,” said Ali 
Akbar Velayati, tile Iranian 


foreign minister. 

The success of the United 
Nations in the coining cen- 
tury lies on the concept of 
sovereign equality among 
member nations, he said. 

■ 

“Levels of intrusion are 
dictated by the agenda of the 
powerful states. This breeds 
friction, uncertainty and 
scepticism, and erodes confi- 
dence in the work of the 
organisation,’' Mr. Velayati 
said. 


The UN at 50: Lots of unfinished 

■ 

business, little wherewithal 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The evening 
news and the morning paper 
may make oae forger that 
today is the 50(h anniver- 
sary of the United Nations 
and that this week is World 
Week of Peace, proclaimed 
by the UN General 
Assembly. Signed on this 
dare in 1945, foe United 
Nation’s Charter established 
the first universal organisa- 
tion dedicated to achieving 
world peace and security 
and striving for social 
progress. 

‘Today the peoples of the 
United Nations mark the 
fiftieth anniversary of the 
only truly universal organi- 
sation in humanity’s histo- 
ry,” said UN Secretary 
General Boutros Ghali in 
his United Nations Day 
message. “In the UN was 
born the concept of peace- 
keeping, a permanent con- 
tribution to the age-old 
search for peaceful solu- 
tions. In the UN was heard. 
. .the voices of the poorest 
of the poor. Here the diffi- 
cult issues of development 
have received the most pro- 
ductive attention. In the 
United Nations, the new 
nations of the world came to 
take their rightful place as 
member states. Here sover- 
eignty and statehood come 
together as the foundation- 
stones of an emerging inter- 
national community.” . 

The UN's annals chroni- 
cle numerous praiseworthy 
achievements and endeav- 
ours. Since its inception the 
world body has negotiated 
172 peaceful settlements 
which ended regional con- 
flicts; minimised the threat 
of nuclear war, eradicated 
smallpox from the farthest 
reaches of the earth and 
continues to press for uni- 
versal immunisation against 


polio, tetanus, measles, 
whooping cough and tuber- 
culosis. Finally, and possi- 
bly most notable for this 
region, the UN has sought 
an equitable solution for 
milli ons of Palestinian 
refugees uprooted by the 
Arab-Israeli wars of 1948 

and 1967 , in the mean time 
providing free schooling 
and essential healthcare and 
social services. 

While the UN’s good 
deeds are well recognised, 
recent years have forced foe 
world body to reckon with 
several setbacks and out- 
right failures. A harrowing 
failure in Somalia set foe 
tone for (non) intervention 
in Yugoslavia where, having 
wavered too long over the 
issue, the UN’s jurisdiction 
was finally usurped by 
NATO. In foe Middle East, 
foe UN's role has been 
assumed by the United 
States and Russia, although 
the basis for a final settle- 
ment is derived from UN 
resolutions. 

The close of the UN’s first 
half century as it looks on to 
the next seems an appropri- 
ate time to consider what 
the future role the UN 
should assume in world 
affairs. 

But in pondering foe 
future role of foe organisa- 
tion, there is “no good 
answer,” responded Dr. 
Hazem El-Beblawi, UN 
Under Secretary General 
and ESCWA Executive 
Secretary in Amman 
Disunity among the UN 
general assembly member 
states is easily evident, Mr. 
Beblawi pointed out, and as 
it celebrates its 50fo 
anniversary, foe UN is owed 
a grand total of $3.2 billion 
in overdue budget assess- 
ments, which has led to an 
acute shortage of funds. 

“The UN is only a result 
of what the member states 


agree — we are in a transi- 
tory period after foe cold 
war. . .our role then was to 
bring a forum acceptable to 
both blocks” People always 
thought, he said, that after 
foe end of foe east-west 
conflict foe organisation 
would become more cohe- 
sive. 

“Experience shows that 
this isn’t always the case,” 
be continued. “We are now 
in a fluid situation where, 
although a major impedi- 
ment to international coop- 
eration was removed, there 
is also a move among states 
to favour bi-lateral instead 
of multi-lateral efforts.” 

Today, as he explained, 
foe UN faces a battle on two 
fronts: financial and intel- 
lectual. 

The looming problem is 
how the UN will continue to 
perform without sufficient 
means from budget contri- 
butions of member states. 
“When small countries fail 
to pay, you can enforce 
penalties,” he said. "When 
it comes to foe biggest and 
richest country, theoretical- 
ly you can apply foe same, 
but it’s impractical. 

‘The UN is in an awkward 
situation because of this: foe 
US (which owes $1.4 bil- 
lion in arrears) is the major 
contributor. It can’t pay, but 
it won’t tolerate other states 
being the largest contribu- 
tor” 

The UN is also struggling 
to overcome its image of 
being an unmanageable 
bureacracy. While there is 
oo doubt that foe organisa- 
tion has become, by virtue 
of its size and multi-nation- 
al nature, as bureaucratic as 
any government body, Dr. 
El-Beblawi said the case of 
foe UN is often exaggerat- 
ed. “The UN is no more 
wasteful than most 
advanced countries — but 
that’s not an argument for 


Comoros tells Djohar 
to stay away for now 


NAIROBI (AFP) — The 
Comoros government on 
Monday asked President 
Mohammad Ali Djohar, cur- 
rently in the French Indian 
Ocean island of Reunion, to 
delay his return to the coun- 
try, the prime minister’s 
office said. 

Sultan Chouzour, who 
heads Prime Minister Caambi 
A1 Yacourtou's office, told 
AFP in Nairobi by telephone 
that "an extraordinary 
cabinet meeting has just de- 
cided to ask the president to 
delay his return until foe 
necessary conditions are in 
place." 

“The government believes 
that his return now would be 
ill-timed. He could spark se- 
rious public disorder,” Mr. 
Chouzour said. “We hope 
that President Djohar under- 
stands.” 

When asked what the 
Comorian government would 


do if Mr. Djohar insisted on 
returning, Mr.. Chouzour 
said: "The conditions of the 
resolution that is going to be 
sent to him by fax this after- 
noon will be sufficiently ex- 
plicit.” 

Mr. Djohar said Sunday he 
intended returning to the In- 
dian Ocean island nation on 
Tuesday and urged Como- 
rians towards reconciliation. 

French foreign ministry 
spokesman Jacques Rum- 
melhardt said in Paris that 
Mr. Djohar “is free to go 
where he wants.” 

If he wanted to return, “I 
don't see how we could pre- 
vent him," he added. “De- 
velopments (in the Comoros) 
are a matter for the Como- 
rians.” 

Mr. Djohar was freed on 
Oct. 4 when French troops 


put down a mercenary-led 
coup begun a week earlier by 
veteran mercenary Bob De- 
nard. 

Mr. Chouzour said that 
round-table discussions held- 
last week among the coun- 
try's various political parties 
led to the adoption Sunday of 
a motion backing Prime 
Minister Yachrutu, who is 
replacing Mr. Djohar pend- 
ing elections. 

The participants also 
agreed that presidential elec- 
tions should be held either on 
Jan. 21 or March 31 of 1996, 
if several conditions, notably 
the setting up of electoral 
lists, are folfilied. 

Mr. Yachrutu said earlier 
this month that it would be 
“very difficult” for Mr. 
( Djohar to resume power and 
'that opposition parties in a 
national unity cabinet set up 
to take control after the coup 


Regent outlines vision and approach 


changes in the region. “Re- 
habilitation of the Middle 
East and North Africa region 
as a region with an identity” 
is the goal, said the Crown 
Prince. 

— Establishing a firm base 
for business networking is a 
key objective of the summit 
parallel to realising closer in- 
teraction with regional and 
international financial and 
economic institutions, includ- 
ing United Nations agencies. 
In this context, the Crown 
Prince announced that Jor- 
dan would be hosting a meet- 
ing of 46 ministers of trade in 
Amman in January under the 
umbrella of the united Na- 
tions Conference on Trade 
and Development (UN- 
CTAD). 

— Another key goal is 
setting op a mechanism for 
policy framework for region- 
al economic cooperation and 
financing arrangements. 

In this context, the Crown 
Prince said an agreement has 
been readied between the 
European Union (EU) and 
Washington to establish a 
Middle East development 
bank. 

A “green signal” has been 
sent “on the Brussels- 
Washington axis” over the 
proposal for foe bank, foe 
Crown Prince said referring 
to the EU, which is based on 
the Belgian capital and the 
Clinton administration. 

He did not elaborate, but 


(Continued from page 1) 

said agreements were also 
emerging on the proposed 
setting up of other regional 
institutions. 

These indude a Middle 
East tourism council and a 
Middle East business council. 
The two institutions and foe 
development bank are ex- 
pected to be announced at 
next week’s summit. 

— While the United States 
has indeed taken the lead in 
convening the summit, it 
does not mean that Jordan or 
foe region is pinning its hopes 
solely on American invest- 
ments or assistance, the 
Crown Prince said in answer 
to a question. Instead, he 
said, the vision was very 
broad based, providing for 
cooperation and interaction 
with all interested parties on 
the basis of a dearly econo- 
mic programme with definite 
objectives in sight. 

Similarly, the several- 
billion dollar allocation that 
the European Union has 
announced as assistance to 
Mediterranean countries — 
including Jordan — for foe 
next four years is also not the 
pillar of the economic 
strategy, the Crown Prince 
said, adding that it was more 
important to. have a very 
clear and coordinated 
approach on a regional basis 
so that all parties involved 
could benefit. 

— The private sector in the 
region needs more informa- 


tion and more experience, 
and the MENA summit will 
serve as a forum to launch 
projects to provide exactly 
foe same requirements. ' 

Jordan is committed to 
comprehensive economic de- 
velopment and would have 
liked to see all countries in 
the region taking part, he 
said, adding that Iraq could 
not take part because of the 
international sanctions 
against it, and Iran, Syria and 
Lebanon had declined to 
accept invitations to the 
MENA summit. 

The Jordanian approach, 
according to senior officials 
preparing for foe summit, is 
that it cannot wait for other 
countries in foe region before 
it goes ahead with its own 
agenda for economic de- 
velopment and regional in- 
teraction. 

Room will be there for 
those staying away to take 
part, but Jordan simply can- 
not afford to freeze its own 

approach because of their 
non-participation, the offi- 
cials explained. 

— Looking back at the one 
year after Jordan and Israel 
signed a peace treaty, the 
Crown Prince said Jordan, 
along with Egypt and Israel, 
has appeared for foe first 
time among foe 48 most com- 
petitive countries in the 
world in latest international 
ratings. Similarly, the King- 
dom's creditworthiness rating 


foiling to work for improve- 
ment, which-we are doing.” 

Also, be explained, the 
UN, while trying to reform 
its bureaucracy, is also try- 
ing to reform its thinking to 
correspond with the emerg- 
ing new world order. 

“We have intellectual bag- 
gage," he said. “This gener- 
ation looks to the future 
with foe memory of the past 
— which was dominated by 
the cold war and conflict. 

“Peace and security were 
synonymous. Today we 
know foat security is affect- 
ed by many things; civil 
strife, racial disetiminatiou, 
environment and economic 
issues. And peace (cannot 
be) disassociated from 
development. We can 
undermine our future not 
only by war. . . other issues 
are important, other than 
simply avoiding war.” 

The UN hasn't reached a 
“clear vision" of its future, 
but Dr. Beblawi pointed out 
foat the world body already 
plays a significant social 
and economic role through 
institutions such as 

UNICEF, ESCWA, 

UNRWA, the WHO, 
UNESCO and many others. 
“Non-political activities are 
more than two-thirds of UN 
activities,” he said. The 
“political body”, die 

General Assembly, be 
asserts, is just not “trained” 
in this area 

So what should foe inter- 
national community expect 
of the UN for the next 50 
years or even foe next 
decade? Dr. El-Beblawi 
hopes for a wider role for 
foe above agencies, but 
“there is total confusion 
right now.” 

“The signals change from 
year to year, but for the 
moment I think foe mood is 
to cut waste and have a 
slimmer UN and at foe same 
time emphasise (social 


bid foiled had demanded his 
ouster as a condition for their 
support. 

That coalition, set up with 
foe support of the French 
ambassador in Moroni, could 
collapse if he returned, he 
added, and ‘If the coalition 
foils, it could be very grave." 

“The president was very 
tired when I saw him,” he 
added. 

The 80- year-old president 
was flown by French author- 
ities to Reunion for a “gener- 
al medical check-up” after 
being freed. 

His daughter Lelie Djohar 
said at foe time that France 
had not given him the choice 
of staying or going, that he 
had “never been ill” and be 
was “not a sick old man.” 

“They said that for security 
reasons he had to leave” for 
nearby Mayotte or Reunion, 
she added, but he &as not 
given “foe choice of staying 
or going.” 


as set by prestigious institu- 
tions has also gone up, he 
noted. 

There was never a “list of 
promises” or predetermined 
achievements coupled with 
the signing of the peace trea- 
ty, said foe Crown Prince, 
adding that it was very diffi- 
cult to pinpoint satisfactions 
or disappointments on the 
popular level with the 
achievements so for. 

“One of the peace di- 
vidends is (that) Israelis and 
Jordanians are meeting and 
agreeing or disagreeing on a 
□umber of issues” as neigh- 
bours involved in a political 
and economic process, be 
said. 

The Crown Prince took a 
swipe at local tabloids, whose 
reports, he said, project a 
picture of a “no-win situation 
... (and) foat we are Irving in 
a cul-de-sac...” 

The Jordanian-Israeli 
cooperation agreements 
already signed and about to 
be signed as part of the peace 

treaty is part of the “realisa- 
tion of die objectives" of 
developing the Jordan Valley 
that the two countries share 
and the development plans 
are not restricted to simply 
developing the tourism sec- 
tors, he pointed out. 

The peace process, he said, 
has wifodstood the “stresses 
and strains ... despite the 
violence (in the Palestinian 
territories), in southern 
Lebanon and the stalemate” 
in negotiations between 
Israel and Syria and 
and Lebanon. 
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Isolated 


Libya 


wants 


share 


of tourist 


market 


CAIRO (AFP) — Foreign air 
travel may oe banned be- 
cause of a three-year-old 
U.N. embargo but Libya still 
hopes to pnt itself on the map 
by building up its tourism 
sector. 

“We created a ministry of 
tourism three months ago be- 
cause we are ready to de- 
velop this sector after having 
given priority to agriculture 
and industry,” said Moham- 
mad Abulhol, the head of 
Libya’s tourism council. 

“Moreover, oil will run out 
one day and tourism could be 
a substitute,” Mr. Abulbol 
told AFP. 

Tripoli's plan to draw in 
foreigners comes as the coun- 
try launches a campaign to 
throw out more than a mil- 
lion African workers. 

The deportees are in the 
country illegally and burden a 
Libyan economy already 
reeling under sanctions, Mr. 
Abulhol said. “Tourists don't 
like to see these strange peo- 
ple wandering the streets. 
They want a clean country.” 

Since April 1992, Libya has 
been under an air embargo 

“This stupid and unfair 
embargo makes travelling 
more difficult, but it doesn't 
effect tourism. We will work 
it out,” Mr. Abulhol said. 

Last year, Libya had 
almost 95,000 tourists, mostly 
from Germany and Italy, he 
said. “Tourists are looking 
for new destinations and 
Libya offers some great trea- 
sures.” 

Chief among them, 2,000 
kilometres of hardly touched 
beachline, the dunes of the 
Sahara as well as some uni- 
que Greco-Roman ruins, 
especially at Cyrene, known 
to the ancient world as Leptis 
Magna. 

Libya also has prehistoric 
cave drawings at Machan- 
dusft and in the -Acacus 
mountains, and Islamic and 
Christian sites, notably a 
grotto in which Saint Mark 
prayed after fleeing Alexan- 
dria, Mr. Abulhol said. 


Currency market heads for crisis 


LONDON (AFP) — The 
French franc and sterling fell 
suddenly against the mark at 
midday Monday in trading 
marked by a high degree of 
‘anxiety about die financial 
and political situation on 
several fronts and particular- 
ly in Italy. 

The franc fell below 3.53 to 
the mark to 3.5354 from 
3-5178 late on Friday and the 
Bank of France maintained 
its emergency 24-hour rate at. 
7.0 per cent. 

Share prices fell sharply in 
London, by 1.1 per cent, in 
Frankfort by 2.91 per cent, in 
Paris by 1.36 per cent to the 
lowest point of the year, and 
by 1.42 per cent in Milan 
owing to political crisis in 
Italy. 

In Paris a dealer com- 
mented: “There is an un- 
pleasant feeling of calm be- 
fore a storm. The dimate is 
unhealthy. 

The lira fell to 1,163.25 to 
the mark from 1,147 late on 
Friday because former Italian 
prime minister, and leader of 


the right-wing opposition. 
Silvio Berlusconi has tabled a 
no-oonfidence motion. 

This might attract support 
from reformed Communists 
and bring down the tech- 
nocratic government of 
Prime Minister Lamberto 
Dini, leaving Italy without a 
budget for next year. 

In London, David Cole- 
man, an analyst at Canadian 
Imperial Bank of Commerce, 
said: "The damage of the 
Italian political crisis is not 
confined to the lira but is also 
affecting most other curren- 
cies and particularly the 
French franc, sterling and 
dollar.” 

“This trend is likely to con- 
tinue in the long term, and 
the mark will strengthen 
while other European curren- 
cies will remain under press- 
ure. This is particularly the 
case for currencies of coun- 
tries having difficulty in 
meeting the Maastricht 
criteria." 

At Banque Internationale 
de Placement in Paris, expert 


Christian Dargnat said: 
“European currencies are 
generally weak and this is 
helping the mark and Swiss, 
franc, which serve as havens, 

“The market would react 
badly if Dini fell,” he 
warned. 

The franc has been weak 
for several weeks because of 
deep scepticism that the 
French government can re- 
duce the budget deficit to 
three per cent of gross 
domestic product in time to 
qualify as a founder of a 
single currency. 

Another factor is suspicion 
that the French government 
might relax the policy to keep 
the franc strong: the so-called 
franc fort policy. 

In Paris, where parliament 
is involved in tough debate 
about how to reduce the de- 
ficit in the 1996 draft budget, 
the finance ministry said 
Monday that the state still 
had io close a gap of 15 
billion francs (S3 billion) to 
achieve the planned deficit of 
321.6 billion francs in this 


year’s budget. This was after 
allowance for special mea- 
sures already adopted. 

In London, sterling fell to 
below 2.19 marks to 2.1S93 
from 2.1911 initially and 
2.2039 on Friday. 

The dollar was very weak 
at 1.3890 marks from 1.3975 

here late on Friday and it 
dipped to 99.95 yen from 
100.00 on Friday. 

The chairman of the U.S. 
Federal Reserve. Alan 
Greenspan, has warned that 
if steps are not taken soon to 
reduce the deficit, long-term 
interest rates w-iH rise, caus- 
ing great strains in the eco- 
nomy. Late on Friday the 
yield on 30-year treasury 
bonds rose to 6.35 per cent 
from 6.30 per cent. 

In Germany on Monday a 
member of the central coun- 
cil of the Bundesbank. Ernst 
Welteke said that the likeli- 
hood that the German re- 
purchase rate would fall from 
4.03 per cent to less than 4.0 
per cent had receded in re- 
cent weeks. 


U.S, tells FAO to trim spending 


ROME (R) — The United 
States Monday, told the U.N. 
Food and Agriculture Orga- 
nisation (FAO) to cut costs. 

Echoing President Bill 
Qinton's weekend message 
to the 50th anniversary con- 
gress of the United Natiohs. 
U.S. Deputy Agriculture 
Secretary Richard Rominger 
told the FAO's governing 
conference in Rome that 
Washington still backed the 
agency's work but wanted it 
to trim its spending. 

“It is essential that FAO 
have a lower budget,” he 
said. 

Mr. Rominger told repor- 
ters before the speech that 
the United States, one of 
FAO's major donors, be- 
lieved the agency could run 
its programmes under a 1996/ 
97 budget of 5600 million. 

That would be nearly SI 00 
million less than the budget 


proposed by FAO Director- 
General Jacques Diouf. 

He wants the biennial con- 
ference to approve S697.8 
million, which he says means 
zero growth from the pre- 
vious budget. 

But Mr. Rominger said the 
proposed budget needed to 
be brought in line with 
“realistic revenue projec- 
tions.” 

He said the U.S. contribu- 
tion to FAO could be "less 
than the current year's 
budget” because Congress^ 
now debating Mr. Clinton's 
Democratic budget, could cut 
funding for international 
agencies. 

The Republican-controlled 
Congress, aiming to balance 
the U.S. budget within seven 
years, has been weighing 
proposals that would cut 
foreign aid by as much as 30 
per cent. 


He also pointed to a "mod- 
ern monument”: The giant 
artificial river project which 
Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi launched in 1983 
across die Sahara. 

Libya has drawn up with 
the WTO a master plan to 
revive its tourist infrastruc- 
ture. 


FOR RENT 


First floor deluxe furnished apartment, at Seventh 
Circle area. Two bedrooms, kitchen, bathroom, 
large Irving room, glassed-in veranda, 
independent central heating, solar heating. 
Excellent furniture and appliances. JD 5,000 
annually. 

Phone or fax: 817512 




ACROSS 
1 Hadj destination 
6 Lard 
9 Verve 

13 Pines 

14 “When 1 was — " 

16 Within: pref. 

17 Sidetrack 

18 KY city 

20 Fictional loser 

22 Manly 

23 Unrefined 
petroleum 

24 Threatened 

25 One-seeded fruit 

27 Begat 

28 Dernier — 

29 Librarian's 
device 

31 Small groups 
35 Distant: pref. 

37 Recoils 

39 Angry 

40 Site of a civil 
rights march 

42 Part of a map 

44 Dog doc 

45 Finish second 
47 Commiserates 
49 Get new 

merchandise 

52 Moses 1 brother 

53 Like the 
Matterhorn 

54 Dilates 
57 — State 

(Kentucky)' 

59 Coup — 

60 Gardener’s 
concerns 

61 Nibble 

62 Notched 
irregularly 

63 Part of MIT: 
abbr. 

64 Debussy's 
“La—" 

65 Sound 
measurements 


13 


17 


20 




25 

26 


28 



35 



40 





49 

SO 

51 


53 




57 




60 




63 






© 1995 Tribune Metfa Services. Inc. 
AH rights reserved. 


DOWN 

1 Spar 

2 Nymph 

3 Famous Downs 

4 Middle, in 
Oxford 

5 Flabbergast 


6 Quiz choice 

7 Nautical term 

8 Duty 

9 Reduces in 
value 

10 Caper 

11 Fur scarf 

12 Sharpened 
15 Louganis, e.g. 
19 Dressed to 

the — 

21 Concepts 

24 Bogs 

25 Play 
divisions 

26 Indian 

27 Rouen's river 
30 Dense 

32 KY city 

33 Hold at bay 

34 Gels 
36 Least 

meaningful 
38 Rower part 
41 Forward 
43 Harangues 
46 Sour 
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48 Matador 

49 Synagogue 
figure 

50 Actress 
Burstyn 

51 Taters 


52 Goose genus 

54 City in Italy 

55 Alleviate 

56 Fr. holy women: 
abbr. 

58 Aspire 


l 


The FAO conference, 
which brings together senior 
officials and agriculture 
ministers from its 174 mem- 
ber countries, is expected to 
vote on its budget Friday. 

Mr. Rominger said FAO 
should drop or merge prog- 
rammes that duplicated those 
of other agencies, trim admi- 
nistrative duties and reduce 
the number of employees 
working in the field. 

FAO, housed in a marble 
complex near the ancient Ro- 
man Circus Maximus, was 
founded 50 years ago with a 
mission to help the world to 
feed itself. It has long been 
criticised by major donors 
like the United States for 
runaway spending. 


Before Mr. Diouf was 
elected last year, it employed 
some 6,000 people, making it 
one of the L'.N.'s largest 
agencies. 

The FAO studies food 
supply and nutrition, runs 
agricultural development 
projects in the Third World, 
and follows environmental 
issues such as fishing rights 
and deforestation. 


Stable oil prices kill 


trading incentiv es 


LONDON (R) — Oil deriva- 
tives, which promised to be 
one of the boom markets of 
the 1990s, are showing signs 
of running out of puff as 
shrinking business on the fu- 
tures exchanges is mirrored 
m off-exchange market. 

' Oil price stability, evi- 
denced by a drop in volatility 
recent months to the 


in 


“The United States con- 
tinues to believe that much of 
what FAO does is extremely 
valuable.” Mr. Rominger 
said, mentioning a FAO 
monitoring bureau which 
gives early warning of famine 
as one of several effective 
programmes. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

In the best residential area of Um Uthaina, 
consisting of three bedrooms, living room, 
dining room, two bathrooms, two verandas, 
telephone, central heating, special garage and 
good modem furniture. 

Please calf 861409 


lowest levels in several years, 
is one of the main problems. 
Low volatility kills hedging 
incentives and limits trading 
opportunities. 

But some industry partici- 
pants also point to fun- 
damental obstacles which 
have blocked the develop- 
ment of tbc market.- 
They see a reluctance by 
many oil companies to hedge 
much of their oil output even 
when they think oil prices will 
fall. 

“We don’t hedge a signifi- 
cant part of our oil price 
risk,” said Enterprise cnl fi- 
nance director Andrew Shil- 
ston. 

“We don't believe fun- 
damentally that our sharehol- 
ders would want us to do 
that. If the oil price doubles 
and you denied yourself, say, 
a doubling in the oil price for 
an extended period sharehol- 
ders would be annoyed,” he 
added. 

British independent Enter- 
prise is among the most sensi- 
tive to oil price fluctuations 
with a Sl.OO-a-barrel drop in 
oil prices reckoned by 
analysts to slash S45 million 
from its cash flow. With oil 
prices down S3.00 since May 
to below S16.00, Enterprise 
shares have shed 20 per cent 
in the same period to 340 
pence. 

Enterprise’s reluctance to 
embrace oil derivatives is' 
typical of many oil com- 
panies, analysts say. 

Research by Phillip Verle- 
ger of Washington D.C.- 
based oil consultants Charles 
Rivers Associates shows oil 
| companies do very little 
hedging and most of wbat 


they undertake is on a short- 

term basis. . . . 

Filings with the U.S- 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission show that Enron 
Corp's capital trading unit 
stood out as a sophisticated 
user of derivatives, operating 
“more or less like a bank." 
said Mr. Verleger. 

Among the oil majors. 
France’s Elf Aquitaine, Brit- 
ish Petroleum and Royal 
Dutch/She 11 Group are the 
most active hedgers, but even 
they shy away from hedging 
on a scale that might have 
significantly impact their per- 
formance. 

“Most investors still prefer 
oil companies not to hedge, 
but if you can prove that you 
can do better over time by 
hedging then attitudes might 
chance.” said Catherine 
Arnfield, European oil 
analyst at J.P. Morgan Secur- 
ities. 

A rare example of aggres- 
sive hedging is Argentine oil 
producer Perez Companq, 
which has in the past three 
years sold forward up to 100 
per cent of its 21 million 
barrels a year of oil produc- 
tion with impressive results. 
The hedge strategy has pro- 
duced some $100 million of 
income which Perez would 
not of had if it had been at 
the mercy of oil prices. 

"The feedback we receive 
from our investors and 
analysts is that it is a very 
good policy and allows us io 
grow in different areas," said 
Dsvaldo Hansen, a Perez 
Companq spokesman. 

“You hear the managers of 
oil companies saying "look, 
our investors don't want us to 
hedge,'" says consultant 
Verleger. “But the bottom 
line is that they don’t want 
them to hedge when prices 
are going up but they do 
when prices are going down.” 

But even if oil companies’ 
attitudes change, the market 
still lacks the depth to grow 
substantially without poten- 
tial long-term oil buyers. 
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“If s Super-Husband— able to leap 
over a pile of dirty laundry in a 
single bound!” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Hum Arnold *nd Mika Arginon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles. 
cno Conor to each square, io term 
four oraneiy words. 


DARIC 



C 






2 ' ■ «5 " Uau Srmx \rc 


LEXEP 
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c 




RODION 









SHIGLE 
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7~S 






You’re gaining 
weight 
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TOO MUCH BUTTER 
CREATES THIS KINP 
OF CONCERN. 


Now arrange ihe circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here : 


«r"v 


Y y ~ T Y Y 


I 




n 

(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's 1 Juries: RANCH FANCY COBALT JAILED 
I Answer. The baseball fans enioved this at dinner — 


Answer. The baseball fans enjoyed this at dinner 
THE -CATCH - OF THE DAY 


f I SHOULD BE OUR A 

(team cheerleader) 

VA6A1N, SIR., y 

/listen TO \ 
\THI5 ON E..J 




''NYAUH NYAHHi 
WE'RE NICER 
THAN YOU."' 


MARCIE, THAT'S^ 
THE WORST 
CHEER IVE 
EVER HEARD* 


a 


rA 


i'll ADD 
ANOTHER 
■WAHH" 



Andy Cap 


40A 

•IYMDCATEIk. 



attractive 

LASS, ANDY 
WHATS KEEPING 
YOU? 





a 



AW, C'MON 

NOW, JACK/ I'M 
VJORTHABIT 


THAT 




WASN'T 
THINKING 



5 



SHE ONLY WORKS 

PART-TIME 
V 





IVIutt’n’ Jeff 



Israel 


predicts 

6.8% 


growth for 


? 95 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 

(AP) — Uriel's economy, 
fuelled by peacemaking wiih 
the Arab world and robust 

immigration . will grow by 6.8 

per cent this vear. far more 
than initially predicted, the 
Central Bureau of Statistics 

said Monday. 

However, the trade deficit 

is expected to reach about 
Sit) billion by the end of the 
vear. up from $7.9 billion in 
1994, and nearly double wbat 
it was in 1991. 

Israel’s projected gross 
domestic product (GDP) 
growth compares favourably 
to most developed countries, 
bureau officials told a news 
conference. They cited a pro- 
jected 1995 GDP growth of 

2.5 per cent for Germany, 
three per cent in France and 
3.2 per cent in the United 
States. 

Israel's economy has 
grown bv more than a third 
since 1990. when a large 
number of immigrants began 
arriving from the former 
Soviet Union, many of them 
academics, engineers and 
skilled workers. More than 
600,000 immigrants hove ar- 
rived in the past five yean. 

At the same time, inflation 
is decreasing from 14.5 per 
cent in 1994 to on estimated 

8.5 per cent this year. 
Despite the positive 

trends, some warned that 
Israel's economic policies 
ignored the growing trade 
and budget deficits. 

Economist Zeev Golan 
said Israel receives nearly $10 
billion in foreign aid and 
loans every year, or nearly 
one-seventh of its GDP. 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR TUES- 
DAY. OCTOBER 24, 1995 

Bv Thomas S. Pierson. 
Astrologer. Carroll Righier 
Astrological Foundation 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 

19) Think about how to make 
your home life more ideal 
today and establish greater 
harmony there. Entertain 
friends this evening. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 

20) This is a fine day for 
contacting old-time friends 
and renewing the rela- 
tionships so they can con- 
tinue far into the future. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 

21) Concentrate on impro- 
ving your monetary status to- 
day so that you can have a 
greater abundance for the 
lean time in the future. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 
22 to July 21) Get in touch 
with those who comprehened 
your needs at this time and 
find out much help you can 
expect from them at a later 
time. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Contact a successful advisor 
today and gain suggestions 
for your greater "success. 
More happiness is possible 
with your mate this evening. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to 
September 22) Plan how to 
make good friends happier 
today and increase the pre- 
stige you are now enjoying. 
Get busy at any project which 
is started. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to 
October 22) Know what your 
finest ambitions are and get 
the ball rolling today in such 
directions. Be happy in the 
evening in the company or 
loved ones. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 211 Although 
somewhat frustrated about 
any new activities roday. you 
ran make big progress just 
the same since you are inge- 
nious and very knowledge- 
able. * 

SAGITTARIUS: i November 

22 to December 21) Organise 

your responsibilities more 
wsely so that vou can be 
more productive'. Tell vonr 
mate just what you want in 
the near future. 

CATO .CORN: (December 22 

to January 20) If vou arc verv 
cooperative today, you can 
imtiamc and work out a part- 
nership very well at this time. 
Be wide awake to sum** 
worldly affair. 

AQUARIUS- ( Jam, arv 21 to 
February 19) Get into project 

to f ° r SOmc Umc 

repf,?^ 3nd >OU W,U have 

coming i n 

St thc P° wib «*y of \vu L - 

rj Sc ®^ : (February 2u to 
March 20) Plan the ;i m * 

raents vou most like in the 
days ahead. Then do som ! 
big favour for vour nvuc 
you will have greater , * 

and appreciation. ° rti 
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Travel agents draw battle 
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lines to tackle sex tourism 
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CA®0 (AFP) — , Tourism 
ministers and travel' a genci es 
combined forces Sunday to 
combat the sleazy side of the 
tourist industry winch feeds 
off sex and hay turned more 
than a million children into 
prostitutes worldwide. 

The 11th assembly of the 
World Tourism Organisation 
(WTO) ended Sunday with 
the adoption for the fust ti me 
of a resolution to fight “sex 
tourism.” 

“We want to try to preve nt 
tourism organised for pros- 
titution, especially when it 
affects minors,” said WTO 
Deputy Secretary-General 
Francesco Frangialli. 

The resolution was dra w n 
up during (he six-day meeting 
in Cairo which was attended 
by 67 tourism ministers and 
700 travel agencies. 

Brazil and other Latin 
American countries were 
strongly in favour of the re- 


solution. 

“It is a problem 
suits from poverty and mainly 
developed in the 1980s. In 
our country 70 per cent of the 
population is less than 35, 
which increases the numbers 
of minors exposed to this 
type of exploitation,” said a 
Brazilian delegate, asking to 
remain anonymous. 


‘We have undertaken to 
cut out any association be- 
tween Brazil and sex from 
our promotion material and 
we have set up a committee 
to identify those tourist agen- 
~ indulging in such prac- 
i he added. 


Cuba also backed the re- 
solution to combat what it 
termed “this aggression 1 * 
against children. 

The resolution e»n« on 
governments “to take mea- 
sures against organised sex 
tourism” and for businesses 
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Arab-Israeli ties 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanese 
and Syrian businessmen have 
called for the creation of a 
joint bank and holding com- 
pany to bolster bilateral pri- 
vate investments to counter 
growing Arab-Israeli econo- 
mic ties. 


The recommendation, in- 
itially called by Syria, was 
made Saturday, ahead of 
next week's Middle East eco- 
nomic summit in Jordan. 
Bod) Syria and Lebanon are 
boycotting the conference. 

U.S. and Israeli officials 
have said the Oct. 29-31 eco- 
nomic summit in Amman will 
launch a development bank 
for the Middle East and 
North Africa to foster region- 
al cooperation and joint de- 
velopment schemes. 

The businessmen, who 
held talks in Beirut, also 
stressed the need to encour- 
age private investments in 
Syria and Lebanon and sn 
gested credit facilities as 


% 


as the scrapping of customs 
duties. 

“Syria and Lebanon must 
confront economic challenges 
which are bred by regional 
developments and agree- 
ments struck between Arab 
countries and Israel," 
Lebanese prime Minister 
Rafik Hariri told the 
businessmen. 

Syria’s Industry Minister 
Ahmad Nizameddin said 
Damascus backed “anything 
which reinforces common 
Arab action but is opposed to 
anything which divides their 
ranks.” 

Syria and Lebanon are 
bound by a 1991 treaty of 
“brotherhood, cooperation 
and coordination” and in 
1993 signed an annexe to bols- 
ter social and economic ties 
between the two countries. 

Last may they further con- 
solidated ties by setting up a 
private body grouping 
businessmen from the two 
countries. 


Jordan Times 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 

rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 

dollar at midsesaon on the London foreign exchange and 

bullion markets Monday. 


One U.S. dollar 1.3558/68 

Canadian dollar 

1.3890100 

Deutscbemarks 

1.5558/68 

Dutch guilders 

1.1336/46 

Swiss foncs 

2&59I63 

Belgian francs 

4.8962/12 

French francs 

1614.1/5.6 

Italian lire 

99.87/97 

Japanese yen 

6.6950/50 

Swedish crowns # 

6.1500/50 

Norwegian crowns 

5.4041/41 

Danish crowns 

1.4160/80 

Singapore dollars 

0.7492/97 

Australian dollars 

7.7320/30 

Hong Kong dollars 

One sterling $1.5754/64 


One ounce of gold $382.45/382.75 



tri “adopt a code of conduct 
to pud) out ’those who orga- 
nise such trips.” 

It also called on countries 
to reach agreements with 
others to “make it easier to 
take action against tourists 
taking part in illegal sexual 
activities involving minors. 

Germany, Britain, Sweden 
and Australia have already 
toughened up their legisla- 
tion and begun legal proceed- 
ings against their nationals 
accused of paedophilia 
abroad.. 

Several of the major tourist 
companies are “also cooper- 
ating to circulate information 
because they want to clean- 
up at home,” Mr. Fr angialli 
said. 


The group has targetted 
sex -tourism for several years 


ana arawn up a weaitn or 
information about the phe- 
nomenon after consultations 
with the U.N.’s committee 
for human rights, Inteipol 
and non-governmental orga- 
nisations such as End Quid 
Prostitution in Asian Tour- 
ism, based in Bangkok. 

The WTO wants to “have a 
more long-term vision and is 
looking to help the affected 
countries to develop tourism 
in other areas,” Mr. Frangiai- 
li added. 

It has already drawn up 
plans for an $800,000 project 
in the Philippines between 
1990 and 1992 and a $1.4 
million project in Sri Lanka 
from 1991 to 1994 with the 
help of the U.N. Develop- 
ment Programme. 

In the Philippines, where 
the sex enthusiasts come 
mainly from Japan, author- 
ities have just announced a 
series of strict measures and 
dosed down several estab- 
lishments. 

Sweden and UNICEF are 
to organise a world confer- 
ence in Stockholm next Au- 
gust on the sexual exploita- 
tion of children. 
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ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 
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ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 
LIVESTOCK fi POULTRY 


ARAB PAPER CONVERTING fi TRADING 
NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 
NATIONAL INDUSTRIES 

INTERMEDIATE RETRO-CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 
RATIONAL CABLE & EIRE MANUFACTURING 
JORDAN SOLFBO-CHEHIGALS 
ARAB CE N TER TOR PBARK. fi 


UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES . 

JORDAN I NDUST R IAL RESOURCES CO. 

JORDAN NEW r\WTJC COMPANY 
INTERNATIONAL TOBACCO fi CIGARETTES 
ONION CHEMICAL fi VEGATXARLS OIL ZMDUSTRZ 


1850 
1095 
905 
7 DO 
1320 
264 
200 
800 
2830 
650 
44350 
97 
2400 
1800 
5800 
4900 
250 
6050 
5450 
400 
200 
2790 
7050 
9600 
4750 


6802 

5363 

9069 

2323 

6215 

1581 

506 

1832 

20176 

3530 

30214 

252 

3400 

3780 

6162 

917B 

1035 

8029 

10904 

652 

630 

5532 

12042 

13867 

9664 


3.710 
4.900 
9.400 
3.280 
4.740 
6.000 
2.530 
2.290 
7.130 
5.470 
.680 
2. MO 
1.420 

2.150 
2.080 
1.U60 
4.200 
1.330 
2.040 
1.640 

3.150 
2.000 
1.S80 
1.460 
2.0ltU 


3.660 

4.900 

9.400 

3.320 
4.720 
6.000 

2.630 
2.290 
7.130 
5.430 

.680 

2.600 

1.410 

2.100 

1.060 

1. B60 

4.150 

1.320 
2.009 

1.630 

3. 150 
1.970 
1.560 
1.440 

2. UNO 







if 


ntWAtabic press 


Jordan will not change Aqaba status 


☆* ANY TALK about minimising the role of the Aqaba 

is fi 


port to the benefit of the tourism sector in Jordan is false 
and harms national principles. Ports Corporation Director 
General Dureid Mahasneh said. Noting that the port is 
Jordan's only sea outlet and earns the Treasury a JD 75 
million annual income. Dr. Mahasneh said minimising the 


role of the port was a suggestion from the Israeli foreign 
minister that was rejecteaalong with the idea of haring a 

■ ■ v. * - v ■ ■ . rr*i * .1 ■ f ■ J 


joint Jordanian-Israeli port. The corporation's chief said 
the port handled 13 million tonnes of goods during the first 
nine months of this year although its actual capacity can 
reach 30 million tonnes. He noted that the decline was a 
result of lower Iraqi imports passing through the port. Iraqi 
imports accounted for 70 per cent of the port's operations 
(A1 Aswaq). 


New bank shares’ oversubscribed 


SUBSCRIPTION IN shares floated by the Export and 
Finance Bank totalled 6.7 million shares. 1.7 times more 
than the four million shares offered for public subscription. 
As such, the allocation will be at a rate of 5S per cent (A1 
Aswaq). 


IISDSTtllAIi 


SICTO& 


1065.65 


17 116* 


IKCJtX WJMBERi 124.10 
S -0.61* 




C ft a SI D TOTAL 


336451 


854545 HTOSX mJKKKHi 15ft. 7.1 
CHANCE : -0.?3= 


no. or TRADED SHARES IS PARALLEL 
VALUE TRADED IS PARALLEL MARKET 


344570 

185339 


Israeli firm hires Jordanian engineers 


•tt'tr AN ISRAELI telecommunications company hired 15 
computer engineers, Israeli Economy and Planning Minis- 
ter Yossi Beilin said. He added that Israeli-Jordanian 
cooperation in this field was not expected as he anticipated 
the cooperation to be in the textile and foodstuff areas due 
to the low wages paid by Israeli employers. The minister 
said some Israeli textile factories in Egypt employ hundreds 
of labourers (A1 Aswaq). 


Israeli market to be studied 


THE JORDAN Export Development and Commercial 
Centres Corporation is about to prepare a study on the 
Israeli market to provide Jordanian exporters with in- 
formation about the Israeli market. The corporation will 
start promoting Jordanian products in the Israeli market 
next year. 


350 to 360 for summit 


BETWEEN 350 and 360 personalities from the 
Jordanian private sector will be participating in the Amman 
economic summit, according to a list recommended by the 
executive committee of the private sector and sanctioned 
by the minister of industry and trade who is the president of 
the preparatory committee for the summit. This number is 
the largest of any private sector from Arab or international 
participants. However, the number of those who will 
attend the opening ceremony will only be 110 persons due 
to limited space at the Palace of Culture. Jordan's public 
sector will be represented by 200 officials (Al Ra’i + Al 
Dustour). 
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■ Gems of the world . AH birthstones in 18 & 21 Kgold . Unique designs . "'6^drde ( Amman’r ' 



Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

dn Um Uthaina, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments and i 
villas 

Fumished/unfumished for 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel: 810605, 810609, 610520 




STUDIO fr/UG 


nocesuoo&i 
1 Hour Service 



I ‘ 


Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get> 


JUMBO photo 


• Prom onlarp 



Bank. Phone: 
Swefieh td: 823891 



A SECURE 

Hotel 

Swelflyeft 



t.O.TEL 
SECURITY 

^HOSPITALITY 
^GASTRONOMY . 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT .O. TEL 
a ixun 

lUDb tjjlui 4 jSjLaA 



i§anabel 

REU ESTATE 


Ifdwi rfcUittA U Awmm. 


Deluxe Villas 
8l Appartments 
in Amman 


for farther details please call 

Tel. 864230 



Quality Furnished Suites L 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 



SUB 




MING-SHING 
Chinese Restaurant 

( The Best Cooking. 

Best Service. 

Best Atmosphere'in Amman 
Deir Ghbar - American j 
Embassy Str. nearBaytunq 
Housing Estate ‘ 

Open bom: 

12 noon - 3&0 pMti ^ 

6£0 - 1100 pjn. 1 

1 I 





CHINESE RESTAURANT 



OfmlOt-iXtm- 


] 


(An 


Sftaf AMraOSBaaf 


TsL: 881174 

L ^S ace Tested Atwitfs Uued^, 

a— ■ ■■■ ■J Tff i 



'Teppanijaki 

Sashimi 




FOR YOUR 
Advertisement 






Sushi 


MUSIC 


• European Steaks & Chicken 

‘ Hamburgers l-iWjSSO*- 

- Mazza. Salads 

Tel: 642830 


For Res. 612997 - 814113 
Mecca St; Daoud Center 




Jabe) Airman, M CM S r m% -= 







A ANANIa 

technicaJ 

«ETAL ffORK 5 


For Rent 


Suppliers of high 
quality vrekXing 


and 

Harm a special and 


FAX No. 750208-787830 
Tel No. 750208-787830 
S*07K45a0 


Hiatgmna 


_ Deluxe Furnished J 


trand Unfurnished tr 


o o 

u- Villas apartments 


®and office Space 

DC C 


oTo Suit all Budgets o 


681113 688816 

For Re.it - For Rent 


AVIS RENTACAR 


RENT A PHONE 


w hen you pick 
up your kevs 





I 


r cY,:/. . 

W o irv liiirtlor 


Tel. 699420 


1 


CROWD HOT 


INDOOR HEM 
SWIMMING POOL 
lADNA S JACUZZI 
•fUNESS ROOM 
MfflCOiT 

TEL 7581 80 



603843*690157 
RADIO & TV STATION RD. 



DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 


Rental Simple 


Shmemni 
Teh 693399 


Maurice V akka\0 \ 



Francesco 








Peris- 

Ma t '-i Wea/i 


m. • 


ouis Feraud - Ammra 

Commercial Center GF. 
Um ■ Uthaina - Tel: 364721 


^£e6 ^oSuicm 


junior 

MaxMara 

SP0RTMM 

Sandra 


Boutique 

Jordan Insurance Bldg. 
Third Circle 


ffiite JZrt ofDtaliaa Cocfongj 

r mn n m 

r I i™ 11 ! 

ffl 



CWon *3101 Chef 

jLuca Ucmcitu 
J2unch &Spimter 

'654201 - 654500 


Mai 

Td-6542 
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Unseeded Dewulf beats Muster 


VIENNA (R) — Unseeded 
Belgians Filip Dewulf caused 
a major upset in the Austrian 
CA tennis trophy on Sunday, 
triumphing over favourite 
Thomas Muster in a hard- 
fought four set match. 


ugnt i 

Cool-headed Dewulf lifted 
his first major victory and 
S66.000 in prize money after 
beating world number three 
Muster 7-5, 6-2, 1-6, 7-5. 

A furious Muster, sensing 
his dream of winning in Vien- 
na for the first time slipping 
away, smashed his racket in 
half in the third game of the 
last set, earning himself a 
warning from the umpire. 

The game proved to be a 
turning point as Muster, too 
often wrong-footed by his 
agile 25-year-old opponent, 
missed a simple forehand to 
an open court giving Dewulf 
the game and renewed confi- 
dence to take the match. 

It was Muster’s second de- 
feat on home territory this 
year, losing to Spain's Alber- 
to Costa at the Austrian open 
in Kitzbuehel in August. 



lob from Muster with a confi- 
dent cross-court smash. 

Dewulf broke Muster’s 
serve twice in the second set 
by deploying an array of deft 
shots, replying to the Au- 
strian’s powerful strokes with 
delicate drops which left 
Mvster rooted to the back 


court. 


Thomas Muster 


In an attempt at a com- 
eback. Muster took less than 
20 minutes to take the third 
set with his trademark power 

serves winning two games to 
love. But after losing his 
serve game twice, Dewulf 
was clearly content to reserve 
his energy for the next and 
decisive set. 


The Austrian sports media 
had hoped for a final pitting- 
Muster against Germany's 
Michael Stich. But Stich was 
forced to retire from the 
tournament after tearing a 
ligament in a quarter-final 
match. 

Dewulf; who saw off eight- 
seed Jonas Boerkman of 


Sweden in the semifinals, 
stunned the partisan crowd at 
the Vienna Stadthalle Sta- 
dium who fully expected their 
hero Muster to sail through 
the match. 

The Blegian drew an audi- 
*ble gasp from spectators 
when he clinched the first set 
by returning a fast-moving 


Despite taking the fourth 
set to 12 games. Muster failed 
to keep up the winning 
streak, losing his service 
game with two double faults 
to give Dewulf the match. 

Dewulf who began here as 
number 119 in the world, 
travels to his next tourna- 
ment in Brest in France rank- 
ed 60. 


TWO CARS FOR SALE 

Duty unpaid 

1. TOYOTA (Corona), model 1989, automatic. 

2. Austin, model 1988, manual gear. 

For more information please contact 

Tel/fax 821082 


0 b— < Z* f* l/j 
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Invitation for Bids 
Renovation and rehabilitation of 
cathodic protection ground beds 
landside system for berths 
No. (3 to 10) in Aqaba Port 
Tender No. (195/95) 
International contractors who are specialised and 
have long experience in the field of designing and 
executing renovation and rehabilitation of 
cathodic protection groundbeds landside system 
for berths, are invited to participate in the above 
tenjjjgr. The Rentier .documents can be collected . 
tfrom the Government Tenders Directorate in 
Amman as of Oct. 24, 1995, in accordance with 
the following terms:- 


Renovation and rehabilitation of cathodic 
protection for landside system for berths (3 to 1 0) 
at Aqaba, general cargo which includes designing 
calculation, procurement, installation testing and 
commissioning of the new system. 

2- Offers which include conditions or reservations 
will not be considered. 

3- The latest date for the purchase of tenders 
documents by eligible bidders is 4/11/1995. 

4- A pre-bid conference will be held at The Ports 
Corporation / Aqaba, at 9 o'clock a.m., on 
6/1 1/1995 and a visit will be arranged on the same 
day. 

5- Fee for each set of tender documents is JD 50, 
non-refundable. 

6- Bids are to be submitted to the Government 
Tenders Directorate not later than 13.00 hours 
p.m., Amman local time on Saturday 18/11/1995. 


Whitaker wins show 


j umping meet 


MONTERREY. Mexico 
(AP) — John Whitaker of 
Great Britain has won the 
$450,000 Pulsar Grand Prix 
Internationa] Show Jumping 
Competition held in Monter- 
rey's club Hipico la Silla. 

On the last day of the 
four-day event, Whitaker 
captured the prize in the 
second round of the Grand 
Prix, riding 16-year-old 
Everest Grannusch. 

“The course was quite dif- 
ficult especially since number 
three,'’ said Whitaker. 
“Grannusch had to go wide 
to make the jump. That's 
where the time fault came 
from.” 

Whitaker also qualified for 


the 51.5 million purse in Pul- 
sar Crown, and he has 
already won a minimum prize 
purse of $25,000 for his win 
Sundav. 


And if he wins the next two 
in Luxembourg and Valkens- 
waard, the Netherlands, he 
will be awarded SI. 5 million 
prize next year. 

If he wins only one of the 
two. his total purse will still 
be 5600,000. 


Whitaker won the competi- 
tion by achieving the lowest 
□umber of total faults over 
the two rounds with a clear 
first round and 0.25 time fault 
in the second for a combined 
total of 0.25 faults. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

1 bedroom, living room, fully equipped kitchen, 
private telephone line, heating system. 

Location: Behind Philadelphia Hotel, 
interested party may contact or leave a 
message on Tel No. 663362 






— 
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Wavne Ferreira 


Ferreira upsets Sampras in Lyon final 


LYON. Francs i R> — Fourth 
seed Wayne Ferreira of south 
Africa played a sensational 
match to upset world number 
two Pete Sampras in the final 
of the $600,000 Lyon men's 
tennis Grand Pri\ on Sunday. 

Ferreira, throwing caution 
to the wind as he risked 
winners on virtually e very- 
shot. triumphed "-6. 5". 
in a gripping match lasting 
two hours 35 minutes. 

The American top seed, 
seeking a fourth tournament 
vicrorv ir< Lvon, was le: down 


by his first serve but it was his 
opponent's ability to pull off 
surprise winners and hit the 
lines almost at will which 
caused his downfall. 

An elated Ferreira said: "I 
played one of the best match- 
es I could play. I was hoping ( 
wouldn't get tight at the end. 
I just put on the pressure the 
whale match and never let 
him in." 

Sampras, who had hot lost 
a set all week, looked likely 
to sweep Ferreira aside as 
well when he ran up a 3-0 


lead in the first set. 

But the South African, 
tentative til! then, decided to 
go on the offensive, 
breaking Sampras before 
levelling at 3-3 and then 
going on to a tiebreak which 
he played impeceaMv io win 
7-2. 

Sampras looked more solid 
in the second set. which he 
won 7-5. but Ferreira again 
gained the upper hand when 
he broke to lead 3-1 in the 
third in a game which lasted 
more than 20 minutes. 


The American almost 
cracked when serving to save 
the match at 2-5. double- 
faulting three times, twice to 
give the South African match 
point. 


But a big sene and an 
unforced error by Ferreira on 
a simple forehand kept him in 
the match as he pulled back 
to 5-3 and he earned two 
break points in the next game 
before the South African 
finally triumphed on his third 
match point. 


Italian soccer roundup 


Milan held to draw by upstart Vicenza 




Eng. Nasser EI>Madadha 
Director General 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

Newly established trading company requires: 

an executive secretary 

* Applicants should be fluent in Arabic and English. 

* Should be able to manage an office. 

* And should have all required secretarial skiffs. 

Also required is 

an assistant secretary 

with a good command of English, 

* computer skills. 

* and book-keeping 

Send C.V. (including work experience) and recent photo to: 

Director General 
P.O.Box 927304 
Amman 11110 Jordan 


ROME {API — Upstart 
Vicenza held league-leading 
AC Milan to a 1-1 draw 
Sunday. but the red-and- 
black's closest pursuers failed 
to gain ground in the Italian 
first division. 

Roberto Murgju's header 
in ihe 4Sih minute equalised 
for Vicenza, promoted from 
Serie.B this season. Midfiel- 
der Stefan 6 Efaiuo fiaJ put 
Miltin' fS-l-i; - r 6 points) 
ahead in the 43rd. 

AC Milan, alone in second 
place heading into the round, 
drew 2-1 ar As Roma, while 
Lazio of Rome, which had 
held third place, played a 
scoreless draw at Incema- 
zionale of Milan. 

Panna. Juventus of Turin 
(a 3-1 winner over Padova), 
and Napoli (which beat 
Piacenza 1-0) remained two 
points behind Milan with 
identical 4-2-1 records. 
Lazio, the league's only un- 
defeated club, is another 
point back at 3-4-0. 

In other matches Sunday, 
it was: Sampdoria 2, Fiorenti- 
na 1, Udinese 1, Torino 0, 
Bari 3, Cagliari 0, and Cre- 
monese 1. Atalanta 1. 


tunities. One-time Italian in- 
ternational Eranio turned in 
a precise feed from 
Liberation-born striker 
George Weah to give Milan 
an unmerited lead. Just after 
halftime, Murgita leaned to 
head in Uruguayan defender 
Gustavo Mendez's free kick. 
French midfielder Marcel 
Desaiily 7 appeared to. hit the r 
winner fozSdiiiia. in -die £5thv~. 

but the" lis&smari' waved jofE-, 
the goal, ruling that winger 
Gianloigi Lentini had inter- 
fered with goalkeeper Luca 
Mondini. 


Sampdoria 2. Ftarentina I 


In Genoa, little-used mid-' 
fielder Fausto Salsa no tallied 
the winner in the 72nd- 
minute, putting in the re- 
bound of Serbian midfielder 
Sinisa Mihajlovic’s powerful 
40-metre free kick. 

The hosts (2-3-2) took the 
iead in, the 

.Filippo Miruero'i, Jacrobaiicr 
score befo^ e'PqriVSiW mld-r 
fielder Hui Costa equalised, 
for Fiorentina (4-0-3) from 
the penalty spot in the 55th. 


Udinese 1, Torino 0 


turned explosive in the 
second half, with Swedish 
striker Rennet Andersson 
netting his first goal in Italy in 
the 54th. League-leading 
scorer Igor Protti hitting 
scored off a diving header 
from 12 metres in the 61st for 
his seventh goal and Col- 
ombian forward Miguel. 
Guerrero— -wfw; canwiorLfap-.; 
,) Protti one miiwte eadier •— 
-.Prude, it 3-0 fijjjc^nri (2-2-3) in 
.JA* S-nd. « ; ‘ . ip 

Cagliari (2-1-4) had gone 
three straight matches with- 
out a loss after starring the 
season 0-0-3. 


Roma 1, Parma 3 


At Rome. Italian interna- 
tional midfielder Dino Bag- 
gio continued his penchant 
for key goals with dub and 
country, threading a low. 
angled shot between the post 
and goalkeeper Giovanni 
Cervone in the 75th minute 
to salvage the draw. Uru- 
guayan striker Daniel Fonse- 
ca had put Rome (1-4-2) up 
by heading home a cross from 
substitute forward Francesco 
Torn in the 46th minute for 
his first goal of the season. 


Ac Udine. German striker 
Oliver Beirhoff scored on a 
penalty kick after he was 
pulled down in the area by- 
defender Roberto Bacd in 
the 73rd minute. Bierhoffs 
six goals are second in the 
league. Udinese improved to 
3-2-2, while Torino is 1-3-3. 


Cremonese 1, Atlanta 1 


Bari 3, Cagliari 0 


At Bari, a lifeless match 


^ At Cremona, Serbian mid- 
fielder marko Perovic turned 
in winger Andrea Tentoni's 
cross one minute before half- 
time to gain the draw for 
Cremonese (0-2-5). Atalanza 
(2-3-2) had gone ahead in the 
23rd on Domenico Morfeo's 
running shot, his second goal 
in as many matches. 


Vicenza 1, Milan 1 


At Vicenza, the hosts (3-2- 
2) controlled the midfield, 
outplaying Milan’s cast of in- 
ternationals but failing to 
convert good scoring oppor- 


Inter 0, Lazio 0 



UNITED TRAVEL AGENCY 

iU United Airlines 


Amman'95 




We welcome all 

DELEGATES TO THE 
MENA SUMMIT AND 
ARE GLAD TO ANNOUNCE 
24 HOUR SERVICE FOR 
YOUR BUSINESS 
TRAVEL NEEDS 


CALL US AT 641959 FROM 8:00 A.M. UNTIL 6:00 P.M. 
AND AT 079-38828 FROM 6:00 P.M. ONWARDS. 


OtTST AADI\ G 


IRONWORKS 


M. AJVTVAB «fc€0 


Tel : 891302 


At Milan, Inter (2-3-2) 
packed its backfield to stymie 
the powerful Lazio offense 
and rarely generated threats 
of its own. 


Juventus 3. Padova 1 


At Turin, rising star Ales- 
sandro del Piero scored for 
the second straight Sunday, 
nailing a 25-metre free lack in 
the 39th minute. Fellow Ita- 
lian international Fabrizio 
Ravanelli added his fourth, 
goal of the season from 2 
metres in the 55th. After 
■forward Nicola Amoruso put 
the ball past charging goal- 
keeper Angelo Peruzzi in the 
77th for Padova (0-1-6), mid- 
fielder Antonio Come netted 
Juve's third goal in injury 
time. 


Jordan Times 
Tel. 699634 


Piacenza 0, Napoli 1 


At Piacenza, goalkeeper 
Massimo TaibLseift the ball 
into his net off a free kick by 
Napoli’s Brazilian defender 
Andre Cruz for an own-goal 
in the 68th minute. Piacenza 

fell 2-1-4. 



wrm OMAR SHARP 
4 TANNAH H1RSCH 

Tnfcm M»Aa Santas, Ine. 


WHICH sum 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 


NORTH 
+ K5 
V K7 

OQ 1086 3 

4A864 


A Q 1032 
<78*52 
OE7 
4. J 10 5- 


SOUTH 
*A64 
9 A9 
O J9S 
AK 9 7 3 2 


* J987 
9Q J1043 
0 A42 


Hie bidding: 
SOUTH 

X* 

l NT 


NORTH 
l O 
3 NT 


EAST 


Opening lead: Two of * 


The French phrase for this type 
of illusun in painting la tn&rtp d'aeil 
tricking the eye. There are many 
examples at the bridge table. Con- 
sider AM deal. 

North haa a close decieion 
between an invitational two no 


trump and the raise to game. The 
fifth diamond ia just enough to tip 
the scales in favor of the latter. 

West leads the two of spades 
against three no trump. Plan the 
play- 

The first Question ia whether or 
not to hold up on the first trick. 
Since West’s two of spades suggests 
no more than four cards in the suit 
and you don't want a heart shift, 
you win the first spade. Now it is a 

question of which minor suit to 
attack. 

With nine dubs headed by the 
ace-king in your two hands, that 
certainly appears to be the logical 
suit to attack. If clubs are 2-2, you 
will have nine tricks. However, the 
odds favor a 3-1 division, and in 
that case you will be down to only 
eight tricks and have no time to set 
up a ninth before the defenders col- 
]*ct fiw — two spades, two dia- 
monds and a dub. 

Even if d iam onds are 5-0, you can 
set up three tricks in the suit and. if 
the spades ore indeed 4-4, the 
defenders can take only four tricks, 
two sp&dtB and two diamonds, 
before you gather in nine — three 

tncka in diamonds, and two in each 
other miiti 



CINEMA TEL: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

CINEMA TEL: 699238 

PLAZA 

■ 

CINEMA TEL: 677420 

CONCORD 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

TEL: 618274 - 618275 

Nabil & Hisham’s Theatre ' 

TEL: 625155 

- «j _ . * « 

1 j 

. . » " m m - f 

■ ft 

Jean Reno, 
Natalie Portman 
& Gary Oldman.. .in 

Leon 

“The Professional” 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

Andrew McCarthy 
& Jonathan Silverman 

in 

Weekend At 
Bernies 
Part II 

' Shows : 1230, &30, 5:00, 630. &3Q, 1030 

CONCORD “1*" 

Adel Imam & Yusra 

Birds of the Darkness 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6, 8;15, 10:45 

CONCORD “2” 

Arnold Schwartzeneger. .in 

Conan The Barbarian 

Shows: 3:30, 6. 8:15, 10:15 

MUSA HIJAZIN 
“ Sumaa” 
in 

HI Citizen 

daily at 8:30 p.m. 
Written & directed by 
Mohammad Shawaqfeh 

Presents 

“Peace Oh Peace” 

in English every Saturday 

Show starts at 8:30 p.m. 
For reservation call 625155 
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NBA superiority not threatened yet 


LONDON ( AP) — Fourteen 
wins. No losses. 

That’s the record of NBA 
teams against internatioiial 
dobs in the seven editions of 
the McDonald’s Cham- 
pionship — and there's no 
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will end anytime soon. 

The Houston Rockets up- 
held the NBA’s supremacy 
by easily winning the six- 
team event, which was billed 
this year as an unofficial 
world championship for 
dubs. - 

This was the first time the 
tournament featured all 
championship teams, includ- 
ing the reigning NBA 
champs. The outcome only 
osnfinned that the NBA’s 
best is still a dass above the 
rest of the world. 

“The gap is dosing, but 
they don’t nave the depth to 
compete with American play- 
ers, Rockets coach Rudy, 
Touqanovich said. 

Case in point. The rockets 
played without superstar 
Hakeem Olajuwon, out with 
elbow and bade injuries, but 
free-agent acquisition Mark 
Bryant stepped in and did a 
fine job at centre. 

The rockets blew out the 
Australian champion Perth 
Wildcats by a tournament re-, 
cord 44 points in the semifin- 
als and cruised to a comfort- 
able 126-112 win over Italian 
champion Buckler Bologna 
in Saturday’s title game. 

While the Australian and 
Italian teams stayed close for 
the first half, both games, 
turned into routs once the 
Rockets picked up their fast- 
'break offense in the third 
quarter. 

With'former dream teamer 
Clyde Drexler pushing the 
ball upcourt, soaring to the 
basket or dishing off to 
Robejt Homy, the Rockets 
were clearly in another 
league: 

Drexler, who had 25 
points, 10 assists and seven 
rebounds in the final, was 
voted the tournament’s most 
valuable players. 

While U.S. amateur teams 
have suffered numerous los- 
ses in international competi- 
tion in recent years, ex p e r t s 
. say it’s still a long way off 
i before the supremacy of a 
‘ U.S. dream team or NBA 
champion will be challenged. 

Significantly, the best all- 
around player on the interna-, 
tional teams in London was 4 
former NBA veteran, Orlando 


Wookidge. After a 13-year 
career in the NBA, Wool- 
ridge is excelling in Europe at 
the age of 35. 

Wooldrjge scored a 
foumament-record 91 points 
in three games for Buckler 
Bologna, including 34 against 
tire Rockets. While acknow- 
ledging the superiority of the 
Rockets, he said Buckler 
could have a against 
lower-level NBA dubs. 

“I know I’ve played on 
some teams in the NBA we 
could beat,” he said. 

Former NBA star Tom 
Chambers, who played his 
first games in Loudon with 
Maccabi Tel Aviv, said he 
was surprised at the level of 
play abroad. 

“There is not as much dif- 
ference as people think,” he 
said. “In the States, they 
think basketall is no good 
over here. But I think it’s 
very good and a good second 
choice if you’re not an NBA 
caliber player.” 

One player who proved he 
could be of NBA caliber was 
Buckler’s Croatian guard, 
Axijan Komacek. He scored 
85 points in three games and 
showed why several NBA 


in signing him. 

“I could see him playing in 
the NBA,” Tomjanovich 
said. “He really has a nose 
for putting the ball in the 
basket” 

Komacek would join a line 
of other Croatian players 
who starred in foe McDo- 
nald’s Open and went on to 
play in the NBA: Drazen 
Petrovic, Dino Radja and 
Tom Kukoc. 

Rocket’s backup guard 
Sam Cassell said it won't be 
an. easy adjument for 


“He gets a lot of calls over 
here,* 1 he said. “In the NBA, 
be would have to earn that 
But if he comes over and 
(days, he would make some- 
body a pretty good shooting' 
guard or small forward.” 

Cassell, who had 23 points 
and seven agists in just 22 
minutes against Buckler, 
made a strong case for getting 
more playing time. He could 
push Kenny Smith, who had 
a poor game with seven 
points on three-for-10 shoot- 
ing from the field, for the 
starting point guard job. 

“I want to pray 40 minutes 
a game,” Cassell said. ‘Tin 


25. I’ve got fresh legs. This is 
the time to give me the quali- 





Clyde Brexler 

ty minutes.” 

The NBA and FIBA took 
the McDonald's Cham- 
pionship to London to help 
raise the profile of the sport 
in a country where ^soccer, 
rugby and - cricket dominate: 

The event drew enthusias- 
tic crowds, including a sellout 


of 10,700 for the cham- 
pionship game, the second 
biggest audience ever to 
watch a basketball in Britain. 

However, organisers must 
have been disappointed with 
the minimal Coverage ' given 
the event by British newspap- 
ers. 


Cruyff criticises referee 
after banishment to benches 


LONDON (R) — Barcelona 
coach Johan Cruyff, banished 
to the stands early in his 
team's 1-0 home win over 
Valencia 00 Sunday, has lam- 
basted referee Manuel Diaz 
Vega. 

“When he doesn't whistle 
for the very first against a 

19-year-old (Albeit Celades), 

it’s difficult to know what to 
say," Cruyff said. 

“It's not a question of swift 
action but of attitude. One 
example: We broke through 
to the edge of the box 1,000 
times ana he didn’t blow for a 
single free-kick on the edge 
of it. He gave them five at 
least. 

“It’s a good job I had my 
seat reserved in the stand.” 

It was the fourth time 
Cruyff has been sent packing 
from the bench during his 
reign as coach at Nou Camp. 

In Italy's Serie A, the de- 
but of Internationale New 
English coach Roy Hodgson 
earned a cautious vote of 
approval following Sunday's 
0-0 home draw with Lazio. 

Hodgson, who took over at 
Inter just a week ago, made 
both tactical and personnel 
changes, recalling veteran de- 
fender Giuseppe Bergomi 
and midfielder Alessandro 
Bianchi, while moving 
sweeper Salvatore Fresi to 
midfield in a new 4-4-2 
formation. 

“Inter displayed unex- 
pected concentration and 
team work, and ending up by 
looking a more determined 
side than their fading oppo- 
nents,” said the Turin daily 
La Siam pa. 

The Rome sports daily 
“Corriere Dello Sport” com- 
mented: “The new Inter bore 
the stamp of the man called 
in to save the dub, a man 
capable of giving the team a 
new, surprising and intri- 
guing identity.” 

Clnb owner Massimo 
Morarti took a more positive 
view, saying: “I saw an 
aggressive, concentrated In- 
ter today ... if you think that 
these results have been 
achieved in just four days, 
then I'd almost be tempted to 
call them prodigious." 

; Hodgson now-races a critic^ 
"alweelriii Which'Inter playa 
one-leg Italian Cup tie away 
to third division Fiorenzuolo 
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Johann Cruyff 

on Tuesday, prior to fating 
city rivals and league leaders 
AC Milan in the traditionally 
competitive Milan derby next 
Sunday. 

Milan held on to their two 
point lead over joint seconds 
— Ju vent us, Parma and 
Napoli despite a less than 
impressive 1-1 away draw to 
surprise packet Vicenza. 

Milan striker, Liberian 
Georges Weah will miss 
Wednesday’s Italian Cup tie 
away to fourth division Forli 
and is doubtful for Sunday's 
derby after pulling a thigh 
muscle against Vicenza, in a 
game which did not please 
Milan coach Fabio Capello: 

“We might be on top of the 
table, but I’m never satisfied. 
You cannot give away an 
equaliser with a header from 
a spot kick,” Capello said. 

Bayern Munich club Presi- 
dem-Franz Beckenbauer was 
equally' scathing~abouf his 
team's 1-0 win over St Pauli 
on Saturday, even though 


Bayern have won eight out of 
their 10 Bundesliga matches 
and are now three points 
clear of champions Borussia 
Dortmund. 

“There are three or four 
players in the team who are 
constantly below par,” fumed 
Beckenbauer, commentating 
on the match for German 
television. “Even a school 
team doesn't make mistakes 
like ours. 

m 

“We have invested a lot of 
money and bought good play- 
ers and I want to see the 
result of that — good foot- 
ball,” he said. 

Paris St German returned 
to peak form after a bleak 
spell at just the right time, 
beating Auxerre 3-1 on Sun- 
day four days before Thurs- 
day's visit to Metz for a clash 
of the giants with the current 
league leaders. 

llie '-Parisians' leapfrogged 
over Auxerre into third 
place, closed the gap on Metz 


to four points after the lead- 
ers could only draw CM) in 
Lille in Saturday and stepped 
up the psychological pressure 
on then rivals. 

Metz captain Sylvain Kas- 
tendeuch was dearly impress- 
ed. 

“They will start as 
favourites against us,” be 
said. “Frankly, I saw they 
have got back the total mas- 
tery of the game which has 
made them such a force in foe 
last three or four years. 

“They have the ball almost 
all the time and, when they 
lose it, thcy recover it almost 
immediately." 

Paris goalkeeper Bernard 
Lama was elated. “We will 
go to Metz with a dif fere nt 
state of mind than we have 
had lately,” he said. “Our 
result puts the pressure on 
them. We ..are the outsiders 
travettmg'to' play the leaders 
and I think it will be a great 
match.” 
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Saddam offers more food 
promises political change 
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BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein, 
rewarding Iraqis for his over- 
whelming referendum victory 
last week, has increased their 
food rations and promised 
parliamentary elections early 
next year. 

From December each Iraqi 
will get seven kilogrammes of 
flour a month instead of six 
kilogrammes and 750 gram- 
mes of vegetable oil instead 
of 625 grammes, an official 
statement in Monday’s news- 
papers said (see page 2). 

The government had cut 
the flour ration from nine 
kilogrammes a month in 
September 1994 becasue 
under U.N. saentions it could 
not raise the foreign ex- 
change for imports. 

President Saddam ordered 
the increase at a joint meet- 
ing on Sunday of the ruling 
Revolutionary Command 
Council and the Baath Party, 
held to review the Oct. 15 
referendum in which over 99 
per cent of voters voted Sad- 
dam Hussein president for 
seven more years. 

Ministers h3d already said 
they expected the parliamen- 
tary elections, the first in 
seven years, and the state- 
ment made this formal. It set 
no date but under the current 
law they should take place by 
the end of February. 

The rations, which also 
contain rice, sugar and tea, 
have been highly effective, 
providing millions with staple 
items at give-away prices. 
Die food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO) said last 
week they had prevented 
famine in Iraq. 

But the current ration cov- 
ers only 3S per cent of aver- 
age calorie requirements and 
43 per cent of their protein. 
Iraqis must buy the rest of 
their food on the open mar- 
ket, where prices can be 
more than a thousand times 


higher. 

The increase compensates 
to some extent for inflation, 
which for foodstuffs was on 
average about 14 per cent a 
month between June 1993 
and August 1995, according 
to FAO figures. 

The government has been 
financing grain purchases by 
printing money, adding to 
hyperinflation. 

A FAO report last week 
said the system was unsus- 
tainable and the government 
and the United Nations must 
agree on a system giving the 
government access to foreign , 
currency, either by unfreez- 
ing Iraqi assets or through oil 
sales. 

The official statement por- 
trayed the parliamentary 
elections as the next step in 
what Iraq rulers say is a 
transition to constitutional 
rule. 27 years after the milit- 
ary coup which brought the 
Baath Party to power in 1968. 

It said: “The great experi- 
ment in the field of applying 
authentic democracy is an 
additional incentive to the 
leadership, the party and the 
people to go forward in 
deepening and developing 
the democratic march.” 

“It has been decided early 
next year to elect a new 
National Assembly according 
to the National Assembly law 
and within the framework of 
the concepts of the (Baath) 
Party- and the (1968) revolu- 
tion,” it added. 

■Political reforms 
announced in 1988 led to 
elections few months later of 
the present 250-member 
National Assembly (parlia- 
ment). Its four-year mandate 
was extended because of the 
U.N. sanctions imposed since 
1990. 

Iraq has several political 
parties but all of them are 
allied with the ruling Baath 
Partv in a national front. 


UAE call hailed 

Baghdad meanwhile wel- 
comed a call by the president 
of the United Arab Emirates 
to lift the U.N. sanctions on 
Iraq and urged a broad-based 
Arab effort to “end the crime 
of the embargo." 

The official Iraqi News 
Agency, quoted Baghdad's 
government-run A1 Chawra 
daily as hailing the Oct. 15 
statement by the UAE lead- 
er, Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan 
A1 Nahayan. 

The newspaper, mouth- 
piece of Iraq’s. ' ruling Baath 
Party, said: "The initiative of ■ 
Sheikh Zayed Ben Sultan Al 
Nahayan and the Arab re- 
sponse to it, opens for the 
Arabs, including Iraq, new 
roles guaranteeing the re- 
formation of their brotherly 
relations to build the present 
and the future." 

Sheikh Zayed said that the 
crippling sanctions should be 
lifted to end the suffering of 
Iraq’s people. 

The 22-member Arab 
* League, Egypt, Sudan and 
Qatar have voiced support 
for Sheikh Zayed, who also 
urged reconciliation in the 
Arab World, which was split 
over the Iraqi invasion. 

Dubai’s crown prince has 
also called on Arab countries 
to help the Iraqi people by 
working to lift the sanctions. 
Sheikh Mohammad Ben 
Rashid Al Maktoum was 
speaking in an interview with 
a German television station. 

“I am very happy with the 
remarks of the president and 
his call for ... returning Iraq 
to the Arab fold,” said 
Sheikh Mohammad, who is 
also UAE defence minister. 

“I ask, on the basis of the 
president’s call, all Arab 
countries and especially the 
Gulf states to help the Iraqi 
people by lifting the sanctions 
and extending immediate aid 
'to them,” he said. 
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DEPARTURE- An Israeli army truck leaves the military administration 
plle^nSn ^a^n^Au* ori^C^NA) beginrrinT Wedn«day (see page one (AFP 


photo) 


Zeroual gets a domestic boost 
for cancelling Chirac meeting 


Arafat says U.N. must 
continue to back Palestinians 


UNTIED NATIONS (R) — P 
Palestinian leader Yasser a 
Arafat told world leaders on a 
Sunday the United Nations * 
should continue to sponsor u 
the cause of Palestinians until 
they achieve self- a 
determination and national r 
independence. * 

Addressing the start of a 1 
three-day special session - < 
marking the 50th anniversary s 
of the United Nations, he i 
' said all developments in 
peace making between the 
Palestinians and Israel has 
been based on U.N. Security 
Council resolutions and the 
principle of land for peace. 

The history of the United 
Nations was “intertwined 
with that of the question of 
Palestine" since a 1947 re- 
solution partitioning it into 
two states, one Jewish and 

one Arab. . 

“The history of the United 
Nations and its resolutions 
constitute an expression of its 
permanent legal, political 
and moral responsibility,” he 
said. 

“They make the United 
Nations a witness to the im- 
mense suffering of our people 
and their sacrifices, their dis- 

KDP claims 
advance on 
PKK bases 

ANKARA (Agencies) — 
Iraqi Kurdish guerrillas said 
on Monday they had laun- 
ched a big drive against the 
final stronghold of rival Tur- 
kish Kurd rebels in the moun- 
tains of northern Iraq. 

The Kurdistan Democratic 
Party (KDP) said about 2.500 
of its fighters were dosing in 
on Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) guerrillas in the rug- 
ged Khwakurk district near 
Iraq’s border with Iran in an 

operation begun on Sunday. 

“Khwakurk is the last area 


placement, and scattering in 
all parts of the world, as well 
as to the wars and massacres 
which have been inflicted 
upon them.” 

This was Mr. Arafat’s fust 
appearance before the Un- 
ited Nations in New York 
since a 1974 address in which 
he said he came “bearing an 
olive branch and a freedom 
fighter’s gun,” adding: “Do • 
not let the ojive branch fall 

from my hand.” 

Wearing his military-style 
unifo rm and keffiyeh head- 
dress, he said the U.N. 
“should continue to sponsor 
our Palestinian cause along- 
side of our inalienable 
national rights, including the 
rights of our people to return, 
self-determination and 
national independence." 

This meant the U.N. “re- 
mains responsible for the 
cause of our people” because 
such important issues as the 
future of Jerusalem, the 

S estion of Palestinian re- 
gees, Israeli settlements 
and final borders had been 
left to the final stage of nego- 
tiations with Israel, due to 
begin next May. 

Palestinians embarked on* 


the peace process because 
they desired to “turn over the 
leaf of killing and destruc- 
tion, once and for all, so that 
the Palestinian people and 
the Israeli people may live 
side by side in two indepen- 
dent states on the basis of 
mutual respect." 

Reconciliation must be 
completed on all other Arab- 
Israeli negotiating tracks, 
particularly with Lebanon 
and Syria, he said. 

“In order to be just and 
.comprehensive, peace must 
'also include the peoples of 
Iraq and Libya," he added, 
referring to two Arab states 
most strongly opposed to the 
current peace process. 

Recalling his earlier 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
Algerian leader Liamine 
Zeroual emerged Monday in 
a stronger position than ever 
to crush his poUtical rivals, as 
Algerians rallied behind his 
decision to cancel talks with 
his French counterpart over 
perceived infringements of 
Algerian "sovereignty.” 

"This cancellation, tike a 
clap of thunder, has. wiped 

; out all the apparent weakness 

j and restored political parity 
in Algeria’s favour,” La Tri- 
s bune daily said. 

“Bravo* Zeroual," wrote 
the pro-government daily 
1’Authentique, while Al 
Umma said the decision was 
I “a slap in the face” for 
France and for Al Salam. 
“the end to provocation." 

\ The praise followed Mr. 

| Zeroual 's abrupt cancellation 
Sunday of a meeting in New 
York with President Jacques 
Chirac, in the wake of critic- 
ism of its timing by some 
French officials. 

This re assertiveness on the 
I part of Algeria's leaders in 
their dealings with the coun- 
try's former colonial master, 
came on the first day of the 
official campaign for pres- 
idential elections in which 
j Mr. Zeroual is firm favourite. 
The polls begin on Nov. 16. 

By firmly rejecting what 
was seen here as an attempt 
by Chirac to meddle in Alger- 
I ia’s volatile politics, analysts 
said, Mr. Zeroual donned the 
1 mantle of the late President 
Houari Boumediene, a fer- 
vent nationalist who consistly 
1 denounced French “neo- 
colonialism.” 

When he gets back from 
New York, there is no doubt 


Mr Zeroual will benefit from 
his' "firm stand” which was 
amplified by the publicity 
surrounding the 
anniversary of the United 
Nations which both be and 
Mr. Chirac are attending. 

The Algerians rejected, a 
Frenc h ve rsion of events 

which said it was Mr. Zeroual 
who asked to meet Mr. Chir- 
ac. claiming that France had 
requested the meeting. 

They also objected when 
France refused to bold the 
meeting in front of the televi- 
sion cameras, saving Algeria 
did not conduct its diplomacy 
“in a semi-clandestine 
fashion.” 

Mr. Zeroual ’s own spokes- 
man criticised “official and 
semi-official” statements by 
French officials which, he 
said, amounted to “an attack 
on the dignity and sovereign- 
ty” of his country. 

* Without being specific. 
Algerian leaders were 
thought to be referring to Mr. 
Chirac’s own statements ab- 
out the need to give econo- 
mic support to “the Algerian 
people" to prevent the coun- 
try sliding into “chaos.” 
Another remark which 
raised hackles here called for 
“credible and democratic” 
legislative elections to be 
organised in Algeria. 


diplomacy,” Algerian offi- 
cials said. 

“In New York, the latest 
French demands were the last 
straw." they said, apparently 
alluding to Mr. Chirac s reti- 
cence about posing with Mr. 
Zeroual for rhe television 
cameras for fear this could be 
interpreted as a sign of 
French support for Mr. 
Zeroual in the presidential 
polls. 

The French press said 
meanwhile Mr. Chirac only 
narrowly avoided a diploma- 
tic trap when the meeting 
with Mr. Zeroual was cancel- 
led. 

Most added that the can- 
cellation by Mr. Zeroual 
would be greeted with relief 
bv French diplomats. 

'“The Chirac-Zeroual 
meeting was a trap which 
almost got the president, who 
was forced to react at the last 
minute, when the catastrophe 
was almost on him,” said 
L'Est Republican. 

Liberation stressed Mr. 
Chirac’s escape from the dan- 
gers which going through 
with the meeting would have 
presented. 

“The cancellation ... of the 
Chirac-Zeroual meeting illus- 
trates the extreme difficulty 
for France to play a role, 
even as advisor* in Algeria, 
without being put called into 


Clinton 

secures 

Arab 

League 

praise 

CArRO (Agencies) — The 
Arab League on Monday 
praised the Clinton admi- 
nistration for opposing con- 
gressional attempts to 
move the U.S. embassy to 
occupied Jerusalem. 

. “The current U.S. admi- 
nistration’s intention to 
veto the proposed law be- 
fore Congress on this mat- 
ter is positive,” Said Kam- 
al, the league’s deputy 
secretary general for Pales- 
tine, told journalists. 

“The moving of the 
American embassy from 
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem will 
remain a dream for the 
Jews but Arab states wilt 
strongly oppose any 
attempt to impose a tail 
accompli in Jerusalem* 
Mr. Kamal said. 

Congress was to debate 
later Monday a bill calling 
for the embassy to be- 
moved to Jerusalem by 
1999, sponsored mainly by 
Senate majority leader and 
presidential candidate Bob 
Dole. 

Mr. Kamal said the tim- 
ing of the debate "was part 
of the American presiden- 



TheFrench Socialist Party -question by one side if not 


called the Zeroual-Chirac 
meeting “ill-timed" — a posi- 
tion condemned by the Alge- 
rian authorities and the Alge- 
rian press. 

“In this affair, we were not 
reacting to French criticism 
which was inadmissible, we 
were observing the rules of 


both," it said. 

France-Soir pointed out 
that Mr. Zeroual would be 
able to make as much politic- 
al capital out of cancelling the 
meeting as he would have 
been able to by meeting Mr. 
Chirac under the glare of the 
media spotlight. 


tial election campaign . 
aiming "to bring in Jewish 
votes and support.” 

U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton has announced he 
would veto the bill, wp ti- 
ing it would deal a blow to 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess. 

Israel and the Palestine. 
Liberation Organisation 
(I LO) are due to start . 
negotiations covering Jeru- 
salem by May 1996. The 
Palestinians want the east- 
ern sector as the capital of a- 
state of their own, at the 
end of five years of auton- 
omy launched in May 1994. 

Israel seized and 
“annexed" the Arab east- 
ern sector of Jerusalem in 
1967, proclaiming the 
whole city as its “capital^. 
But it has failed to secure 
international recognition. 

. Some 70,000 Israelis 
signed a petition handed to 
U.S. Ambassador Martin 
i Indyk on Monday backing 
plans' to transfer his embas- 
sy to Jerusalem. 

A former Israeli ambas- 
sador to Washington linked 
to the right-wing opposi- _ 
tion Likud, Zalman Shov- 
al, was behind the initiative 
timed for the start of the 
congressional debate on 
the proposed transfer. 


‘The world thanks 
you, look this way 1 

UNITED NATIONS (AP) 

— No fidgeting class of 

first-graders could have 
given a photographer a 
tougher job than the global 
leaders captured Sunday in 
a historic U.N- anniversary 
“class portrait.” The final 
product would make their 
mothers proud — a sea of 
smiles irom a world of 
troubles. But it was hardly 
a trouble-free snapshot. 
F irs t, the half-dozen « so 
“no-shows" for the New 
York celebration — they 
included Germany^ 

Helmut Kohl and Egypt’s 
Hosni Mubarak — threw 
j off the intricate composi- 
tion plans of specialist pho- 
tographer Paul Skipwonh 
of Dallas. “He had to rebal- 
I ance the 190 that were left 
to get the perfect rectangu- 
lar" shape.” official U.N. 
j photographer John Isaac 
said. Skipwonh’ s assistants 
began bossing these big 
bosses around: “Move to 
the right” “this way here." 
As the “this ways" and 
j “that ways” wore on. 
j President Bill Clinton 
began joshing with those 
J around him. France s 
Jacques Chirac began to 
j smirk. Russia s Boris 
Yeltsin began to look mys- 
tified. “Everybody’s got to 
move a half-step this way, 
someone ordered. 

Pakistan's Benazir Bhutto* 
rolled her eyes upward. 
“That’s it. ... Now. every- 
one remove their name tag 
’■and put it in your pocket.” 
Amid laughte'r, as sari-clad 
j women and African robc- 
j clad men searched for a 
pocket, Skipwonh an- 
I nounced. "Thai’s it ... The 
world thanks you. -Look 
this way”suddenly, a big 
“smiley- face" banner was 
uuhirled beneath the large- 
1 format camera, the ice was 
I broken, and Skipworth bad 
I his once-in-a-lifetime shot: 
I America and Iran, India 
and Pakistan, Afghanistan 
and Russia, Israeli and 
. r Arabs, all smiles, all at 


to you 21 years ago as a 
fighter for freedom, libera- 
tion acid independence, car- 
rying with me the torments of 
my struggling people. Today, 
I come to with a heart filled 
with love and peace now that 
the olive branch has adorned 
the peace of the brave... 
good tidings have been 
heralded. Help us to bring it 
to frution.” 


PLO sees Khartoum as 
venue for Hamas talks 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — The 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) said Monday 
that Khartoum was the likely 
venue for planned reconcilia- 
tion talks with the hardline 
movement Hamas next 
month and praised Sudan for 

its mediation. 

“Thanks to Sudanese 
mediation, there is a strong 
chance that a meeting be- 
tween Fateb and Hamas will 
be held in Khartoum in a 
month,” the PLO’s repre- 
sentative to Sudan, Omar 
Abu Shalashel, told AFP. 

“At the moment, Khar- 
toum is making preliminary 
contacts to fix a date and 


where they have enough contacts to fix a date and 
power to exert an influence , agenda for the meeting,” be- 
over the region,” KDP Tur- tween Hamas and PLO lead- 


over the region, fJL»r tur- 
key representative Safeen cr Yasser Arafat's main fac- 
Dizayee said. “We plan to tion Fateh, be said, 
dean the area and leave the Mr. Shalashel said Sudan 
PKK in a bad position bad already hosted talks be- 
throughout the winter,” he tween the two parties under 
said- the auspices of Hassan 

The KDP daimed that Tourabi, the spiritual leader 
over the last six weeks its of the Islamic regime which 
fighters have killed more, took power in Khartoum in 


than 550 PKK guerrillas, 
wounded hundreds before 
and taken 90 prisoner. 

The KDP put its losses as 
105 fighters killed, along with 
90 tivilians. 

It said its forces have 
driven the PKK out of Dohuk. 
province, which borders Tur- 
key. 


1989. 

Dr. Tourabi, “whose wis- 
dom, moderation and con- 
cern for Palestinian unity is 
recognised by all, mduding 
the West, has called for a 
dialogue and Hamas as well 
as Fateh have responded 
positively be said. 

Mr. Shalashel, after re- 


■ 

turning from three weeks in 
the Palestinian self-rule area 
of Gaza, met Saturday with 
President Omar Al Bashir to 
brief him in on his talks with 
Mr. Arafat, who heads the 
Palestinian National Author- 
ity (FNA). 

Egypt, whose relations 
with Sudan are tense, has 
align officially invited Hamas 
and the PNA to bold talks in 
Cairo. The Egyptian govern- 
ment daily Al Ah ram has said 
■ “the two parties accepted the 
invitation.” 

Mr. Shalashel cautioned 
that an agreement with 
Hamas was still months off. 

“There are encouraging 
signs that an accord will be 
reached between Fateh and 
Hamas before April and the 
Hamas leadership In the ter- 
ritories will take on a more 
pragmatic language and atti- 
tude,” he said. 

He said dialogue between 
the two sides was continuing. 
“We hope the Hamas lead- 
ership in the territories will 
convince its members abroad 
to participate." . » 

After a meeting in Khar- 
■ toum between Hamas's local 
leadership and its members 
abroad in early October, the 
self-rule authority accused 
the “external” leaders of 
blocking an accord which loc- 
al members were seeking. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

IAF deputies protest joint air show 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Islamic Action Front (IAF) members 
of Parliament Monday criticised the participation of Royal 
Jordanian Air Force jets and helicopters in a formation 
flight over Israel, Jordan and the West Bank. “An aircraft 
piloted by a Zionist terrorist, who has been raiding our 
cities, villages and camps, must not be made to fly joyously 
in the skies of Amman," the deputies said in a statement. 
“Likewise the Jordanian eagle (the emblem of RJAF)... 
must not fly the skies of Palestine except in a mission of 
jihad," the statement said. The Islamist parliamentarians 
called for an end to “normalisation between our^ Armed 
Forces and the enemy’s as in ail other aspects.” 

Shiites begin hunger-strike on Bahrain 

NICOSIA (AFP) — Seven leading Shiite Muslims began a 
hunger-strike on Monday to try to force the Bahraini 
authorities to free 500 political prisoners, spokesman 
Abdul Wahab Hussein Ali announced. “We have started 
the hunger-strike," schoolteacher Hussein Ali told AFP 
when contacted from Nicosia. Joining Mr. Hussein Ali 
were five religious leaders — Sheikh Abdul Amir Al Jamri, 
Sheikh Ali ASmad Al Jed Hafsi, Sayed Ibrahim Al Alawi, 
Sheikh Hassan Sultan and Sheikh Hussein Dayhi — as well 
as another teacher, Hassan Msheimaa. The group is 
i demanding the release of those who were imprisoned 
I without trial during violent street protests between Decem- 
ber 1994 and April this year, he said. The authorities have 
since August released 250 people following a deal to free 
prisoners in return for calm, but the opposition said 500 
people remain behind bars. The accord was not announced 
officially. 

Clergy urges Iranians to pray during eclipse 

I TEHRAN (AFP) — The Shiite Muslim clergy called on the 
nation on Monday to pray during the solar eclipse expected 
I to be seen in the holy town of Qom in central Iran on 
Tuesday. The Islamic Propagation Organisation (IPO) saiC 
I in a statement read on Tehran Radio that people “should 
pray from the beginning to the end of the eclipse.” 
However, “it is not mandatory for people who live in- 
regions where the eclipse is not visible to pray." Shiite 
Muslims perform special prayers for most natural phe- 
nomena, mainly for solar eclipses. The eclipse is expected 
to be seen from 5:30 a.m. (01:53 GMT) in Qom, 150 
kilometres south of the capital, to 6:22 a.m. (02:52) in the 
town of Birjand, a 1,000 kilometres away to the east. 
Several teams of experts and many photographers have 
travelled to Birjand to watch and register the eclipse, which 
I will be more visible in eastern Iran where the sun rises 
.higher on the horizon. Birjand Governor Mohammad 
1 Kazemi said Monday his town was ready to welcome about 
5,000 Iranian and foreign visitors who will travel there to 
I watch the most important eclipse in the country in 50 years. 


Taliban planes bomb 
army base near Kabul 


KABUL (Agencies) — Two 
rebel aircraft dropped at least 
seven bombs on an Afghan 
government military base just • 
west of Kabul on Monday, 
the second air raid near the 
dry in as many days, witnes- 
ses said. 

Government soldiers at the 
Qargba military base, about 
10 kilometres west of the city , 
showed reporters seven fresh 
bomb craters after the dawn 
strike. 

They said one person was 
wounded in the raid, but the 
bombs all fell in open ground 
well clear of the main base 
and there was no sign of 
recent damage to buildings. 

Defence Ministry spokes- 
man Abdullah said SU-22 
jets of the Taliban militia had 
carried out the attack, but 
had been driven off by anti- 
aircraft fire. 

i On Sunday, a plane drop- 
ped two bombs on a residen- 
tial district beneath Kabul’s 
strategic Television Moun- 
tain, wounding at least seven 
people and destroying one 
house, in an attack the gov- 
ernment blamed on the Tali- 
ban. 

The air strikes have added 
to mounting military tension 
between pro-government 
forces and Talibans fighters 
dug into positions in hills 
overlooking the southern 
suburbs of Kabul. 

U.N. special envoy 
Mahmoud Mestiri has been 
trying, so far without success, 
to arrange a ceasefire by the 
Talibans since they arrived at 
the gates of the capital two 
weeks ago. 

“I want to prevent another 
battle fox. Kabul, which 
would be very bloody and 
destructive," Mr. Mestiri told 
Reuters on Sunday. 

The Talibans have won 
confrol of more than half 
Afghanistan since they 
j emerged as a new military 


power a year ago with the 
declared aim of sweeping 
aside quarrelling guerrilla 
factions to install a strict Isla- 
mic regime. 

The black-turbaned Isla- 
mic warriors have been nego- 
tiating with other opposition 
groups in the supreme coor- 
dination council on forming a 
military alliance to mount a 
joint attack on Kabul. 

Afghan President Burha- 
nuddm Rabbani, resisting 
Taliban demands he surren- 
der, says be is willing to 
resign only if he can transfer 
power to an agreed interim 
body- 

Mr. Mestiri's efforts to 
broker a peaceful solution to 
the war appeared to have 
fallen on deaf ears, with Tali- 
ban commanders refusing to 
comply with his call for an 
end to hostilities. 

Taliban leaders have dis- 
missed the U.N.’s mission in 
Afghanistan as futile and 
have vowed to push forward 
with their military campaign. 

Commander Jalali, an 
officer in the government's 
70th division, said govement 
troops had repulsed three, 
offensives by Taliban fighters 
during the past three days. 

“we are not witnessing any 
military movements now,” he 
said. “The Talibans are Re- 
maining in their defensive 
lines and are not making any 
movements.” 

Government troops fired 
the occasional rocket towards 
Taliban positions as the com- 
mander spoke to reporters. 

Jalali also said Talibans 
had suffered heavy casualties 
on Saturday when govern- 
ment planes bombed a supply 
convoy heading for Cnar- 
asayab, a Talibans stronghold 
south of Kabul. 

He said several dozen 
trucks had been carrying 
weapons and reinforcements 
to the Talibans when they 
were att- \_<i. 


once. 

■ 

Invitations to U.S. 
reception ‘eaten 
by dog 1 

NEW YORK (R) — Seven 
nations barred from a glit- 
tering reception for world 
leaders hosted by President- 
Bill Clinton to mark the 
United Nations’ 50th 
anniversary were told their 
invitations had been eaten 
by a dog. The list of unde- 
sirables featured Iran, Iraq, 
Cuba, Sudan, North Korea, 
Libya and Somalia. “There 
are a number of nations 
whose invitations got lost 
in the mail." a senior U.S. 
official said playfully. “The . 
dog ate them. Woof." the 
U.S. accuses Iran, Iraq, 

‘ Sudan and Libya of spon- 
, soring terrorism, Cuba and 
North Korea are 
Communist pariahs and 
Somalia, plagued by fac- 
tional fighting, has no 
- recognised government. 
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Mistaken quote 
offends Iranians 

UNITED NATIONS (R) 
— An error by a White 
House reporter angered 
Iranian diplomats at the 
United Nations, and oblig- 
ed U.S. National Security 

Adviser Anthony Lake to 
try to correct the mistake. 
The error occurred when 
the reporter quoted an 
unidentified U,S. official as 
saying that only “dog* 
nations” were excluded _ 
from a presidential recep- 
tion. The official said the 
excluded nations included 
Iran, Iraq, Cuba, Sudan, 
Libya, North Korea and; 
Somalia. “No. A flippaqi 
administration official on 
background did say that die 
dog — this was with regard 
to the invitations — that 
the dog ate the invitations," 
Mr. Lake said. 
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